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Difficult time for Youth Club

Painswick Youth Club is going through a
difficult period as they are having to adapt
to new funding arrangements and are des-
perately short of assistance on Club
nights. The number of club members is
also lower than hoped.

Of these problems, the need for help-
ers is the most vital. Assistant leader Jan
Tilsley left the Club at the end of March
because of other commitments, and a re-
placement is urgently required, both
legally and for practical reasons. Club
leader Jenny Broadbank is looking for
somecne who can either provide practi-
cal support such as running the coffee bar
or be a back-up with actual club activi-
ties. .

A long-term commitment is important,
but short-term volunteers would also be
welcomed. Remuneration will be avail-
able for the job of Assistant Leader.
People who are interested should contact
Jenny (Gloucester 611072) to discuss the
requirement. She will be away between
9th and 23rd April, but people may leave
their details with the Parish Clerk at the
Town Hall at any time. Jenny expresses
her gratitude to Jan for all her work and
enthusiasm, without which the Club
would never have got off the ground.

As from this month the County Coun-
cil's Youth Service has ceased to meet the
leaders' wages costs. Given advance
knowledge of this likelihood Painswick
Parish Council earmarked £3000 of the
current year's Council Tax budgetin case
the Club needed help. The Council was
especially keen to retain the services of
the current Club leader.

At last month's Parish Council meet-
ing Chairman Terry Parker said that Jenny
Broadbank had informed him that because

of the lower numbers and the funding dif-

ficulties she is planning to reduce the
number of club evenings from two to one
per week. Terry Parker said that, allow-
ing a sum for running costs, the sum
budgeted would enable the Council to
cover the staffing costs of Jenny and her
assistant for one night per week.

Jenny Broadbank is keen to see more
juniors join the club to replace the older
members who are coming to the end of
their membership. Jenny recently distrib-
uted questionnaires to parents of Croft
School pupils, and she asks parents who
have not completed them to do so and re-
turn them as soon as possible to the School
Secretary. They will be collected carly
next week (commencing 3rd April). An
influx of juniors, plus hopefully some in-
volvement of parents, is seen as vital for
the future of the Club. In future, Club eve-
nings may be divided, with juniors and
seniors having different time periods.

The situation is not all doom and
gloom. As well as the assistance from the
Parish Council, Painswick Probus has
promised support if the Club continues.
The Club will be closed after 6th April
for the rest of the month, giving an op-
portunity for some of these problems to
be sorted out.

WATER WORK -
END IN SIGHT?

First the good news: John Kennedy En-
gineering have stated that the long
drawn-out Severn Trent water mains re-
furbishment work should soon come to
an end. The bad news is that the final
stages are likely to be quite painful!

A temporary road closure notice has
been issued for New Street next weekend,
from 7pm Friday 7th April until 6am
Monday 10th April. This is to enable John
Kennedy's to re-open their excavations so
as to complete their work. The stretch of
road affected is similar (o last July's clo-
sure of New Street - from Victoria Square
to the Gloucester Street/Bisley Street
junction.

Many residents will be perplexed at
the need for a second round of excava-
tions. Mr Andrew Smith of Kennedy's told
the Beacon that the mains were refur-
bished in the first phase of works, and it
is now necessary to link sections together.
If this had been done in the first phase the
centre of the village would have been
closed for a much longer period.

It is likely to be even more inconven-
ient this time, because the Gloucester
Street junction is expected to be closed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Painswick Fire 4
Station Open Day

Painswick Fire and Rescue Service are
holding an Open Day on Sunday 16th
April between 2pm and 4pm at the Fire
Station in Pullens Road. All Painswick
residents, young and old, are invited to
meet your Fire Service personnel and

view our facilities.
L Robert Goddaly

The last shall be first..

The WI team at last month's village quiz night. Wooden spoons are held aloft, but
that proved to be an inaccurate forecast of their firal position! Clockwise from the
left: Margaret Rickards, Jane Otway, Nina Harris and Janet Dent. (See page 16)



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Council Meeting on
15th March

Reported by Alan Bamber

Communications Masts

Councillors commented on the controver-
sial application for a communications
mast at Minchinhampton, noting that the
potential health risk was being taken into
account, whereas in the recent approval
of a mast at Painswick Surgery this fac-
tor had not been considered. It was
recognised that it was too late to do any-
thing about the Painswick mast but
councillors criticised the District Council
for its lack of consistency.

St Mary's Street Toilets

Councillors were dismayed at the District
Council's decision to withdraw their sup-
port for the public toilets in St Mary's
Street. The Parish Clerk, Peter Grant, con-
firmed that after seeing an article about
this in the Stroud News and Journal he
had written to the Director of Housing and
Environmental Services, K A May, point-
ing out that the toilets are owned by the
Parish Council and that the parish pays
rates, water bills, insurance and all main-
tenance except cleaning, which is carried
out by the District Council. He invited Mr
May and Councillor D Booth to attend a
Parish Council meeting to explain the de-
cision. Mr May had replied confirming
that the Environment Committee had de-
cided to withdraw its services from six
locations across the district, including St
Mary's Street, and that key points in the
decision were the principle of retaining
"one toilet facility within each category 1
high usage zone" (two in Stroud), and that
"consultation will be held with parish
councils concerning the need and man-
ner of service provision in conveniences
not identified for retention with the aim
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‘to close such facilities over a S year pe-

riod".

Discussing this, some Parish Council-
lors felt that the District Council had
totally misunderstood the position be-
cause they could not close something that
belonged to the Parish Council. Malcolm
Watts also pointed out a lack of logic in
that the District Council had claimed that
a factor in their decision was the public's
high level of dissatisfaction with the qual-
ity of the service provided. He thought it
a strange way to improve the service.
Terry Parker added that when the
Stamages Lane car park toilets were built
the District Council had acknowledged
that they were needed as a facility for visi-
tors, as they were some distance from the
existing toilets in the centre of the village.

The Clerk said it was open to the Par-
ish Council to budget for the cleaning
services in the parish precept, making
them independent of the District Coun-
cil's services, but councillors thought this
might precipitate an immediate with-
drawal of support and that the best course
was to arrange a date when the District
Council representatives could come and
meet them to discuss the matter further.

Travellers N
Council Chairman Terry Parker said there
were about fifteen travellers encamped on
Painswick Beacon and he had spoken to
the police about the difficulties of mov-
ing them on. It appeared that the police
were taking a more lenient attitude as a
result of guidelines received from the
Home Office, and that they use their dis-
cretion in deciding whether or not to take
action in a particular case. They are more
likely to do so on public land. The Bea-
con is manorial land open to the public,
but it is not regarded as public land by
the police. Another problem is that
Painswick Manorship say it is very costly
for them to take legal action.
Councillors were worried about the
lack of action which could give the im-
pression of a permanent settlement and
possibly attract other travellers to the area.
They agreed to write to the police express-
ing their unease and asking for more
information about the guidelines that are
used in deciding whether to take action.

Village Design Statement
The Council Chairman reported that the
Committee of Painswick Conservation
Society had loated the idea of their coor-
dinating the production of a 'Village
Design Statement’ and that if the Parish
Council thought the idea worthwhile the
Society's committee would put it to their
members at their forthcoming AGM.

It was clarified that a Village Design
Statement (VDS) is a report specifving de-
tailed guidelines on future development

within the village, building on informa-
tion derived from the Village Appraisal
and Parish Blueprint documents. The re-
port would have a statutory significance
in providing supplementary guidelines to
be used by the District Council when de-
ciding on planning applications.

A long discussion ensued. Councillors

_generally applauded the willingness of the

Conservation Society to be involved in
this work but several members felt it was
inappropriate for a particular group to be
in control and that it should be a village-
wide undertaking, perhaps with the Parish
Council coordinating things. After much
haggling over words, it was agreed to
write to the Society's chairman welcom-
ing their initiative and offering to discuss
the objectives with them in the event of
the Society's members wishing to proceed.

Trig Point

The Council was informed that next
month English Nature will remove the trig
point from the top of Painswick Beacon.
Trig points are no longer needed and soil
erosion has occurred there as a result of
people treading a path to the top of the
Beacon. The removal is to be undertaken
by the person who put it there in 1948,
Mr Whitting. Councillors discussed
whether it could be re-sited elsewhere in
the parish and Ann Daniels suggested that
it be incorporated into the Plantation wall.
The Council agreed to ask whether Mr
‘Whitting had any plans for its use and, if
not, to request that the Council be allowed
to place it elsewhere.

Bledisloe Cup

Councillors weighed up whether to enter
this year's Bledisloe Cup (Best Kept Vil-
lage) competition. Painswick was entered,
but Slad and Sheepscombe councillors did
not wish their villages to be put in for it.
Edge was not represented at the meeting.
Familiar arguments were aired, such as
the alleged emphasis on artificial tidiness
at the expense of wildlife, and Sheeps-
combe's fear of attracting an infestation
of grockles if they were to win. Ann
Daniels (Painswick) said she was against
it because it was difficult to get everyone
to pull together to make sure the village
looked its best. She said she has to pick
up rubbish around the village every day.

G JHOGG
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Provisional support for revised application

Last month brought some important new
developments in the progress of the 'Care
Village' application. Richmond Health-
care submitted revisions to their outline
application, removing the detailed plans
previously provided (which become "il-
Iustrative material” only). They also
agreed to include ten units of affordable
housing within the development. At a
special meeting on 22nd March the Par-
ish Council's Planning Committee
decided to support the revised application
subject to a number of provisos.

Latest information is that the District
Council will consider the application at
their May meeting at the earliest.

The original application included de-
tails of the size and density of the
proposed development and the nature of
the buildings, and in the main it has been
these details that have caused most prob-
lem with local councillors and residents.
At their January meeting the Parish Coun-
cil unanimously opposed the development
on the grounds of its size and density
within the AONB, whilst reaffirming their
support in principle for a nursing home
and associated dwellings. Following dis-
cussions with the developer a further vote
was taken in February, when a proposal
to suspend Standing Orders, which would
have enabled the decision to be reviewed,
failed by a narrow margin.

The revised application consists of
plans showing the location of the pro-
posed development. The field is divided
into four "zones” numbered 1 to 4. Zone
1, at the top of the field, is described as
the "most visually conspicuous zone",
which should "ideally be retained as an
open space”. Zone 3, in the lower corner
opposite, is described as the "least con-
spicuous zone, suitable for mixed nursing
home and residential units". Zone 2, a
band across the middle, is an "intermedi-
ate zone suitable for small-scale
dwellings”, and zone 4, an area in the

middle of the field, is a "central open
space” linking the other zones. The ap-
plication will also include a plan showing
site access design, which at the time of
writing has not yet been submitted.

The accompanying description adds
that "none of the previously submitted
plans forms part of the application. These
plans are to be treated as illustrative ma-
terial which shows the typical design
approach which the applicant would wish
to follow."

In a follow-up letter dated 21st March,
the applicant's agent, Robin Bradbeer Lid,
states that "following discussions with a
number of housing associations my cli-
ent is prepared to include an element of
affordable housing within the develop-
ment. This will comprise 10 units of
which 5 will be provided at a capped rent
and 5 will be for shared ownership." The
description of the proposed development
has been amended to read: "Nursing
Home and associated dwellings, to in-
clude ten units of affordable housing.”

At the monthly Parish Council mest-
ing on 15th March it was decided to hold
a special meeting of the Planning Com-
mittee the following Wednesday. Once
again this attracted a sizeable gathering
of residents. Chairing the special meet-
ing, Terry Parker advised councillors that
they should treat it as a fresh outline ap-
plication, and as the number of units was
no longer specified as part of the applica-
tion this could not be taken into account.
Despite this, Councillor Keith Hardwidge
expressed the hope that the affordable
housing units would be a part of the 43
units and not additional. Terry Parker also
confirmed that the "illustrative material”
was not binding on the developer and such
detail would therefore have to be consid-
ered at the time of any subsequent detailed
application.

In the ensuing discussion several
councillors were concerned at what they

felt was a lack of precision in the bounda-
ries of the four zones. The markings on
the plan, described several times by coun-
cillors as a "string of beads”, did not give
a clear enough indication of the zones. It
was thought vital at this stage to have a
precise knowledge of which parts of the
ficld were to be subject to development
and where the most prominent buildings
would be situated. Councillors also dis-
liked the use of the word "ideally" in
reference to zone 1 (see above). It was
felt this word should be omitted so as to
give the top of the field protection against
development.

Terry Parker said that although some
information had been gleaned as to the
developer's intentions regarding highways
and access, formal proposals and the
County Council's reaction to them were
not yet to hand.

After some difficulty framing a reso-
lution, the Committee finally agreed to
support the outline application for a nurs-
ing home and associated dwellings
including ten units of affordable housing,
subject to three provisos: (i) the word 'ide-
ally' in respect of zone 1 should be
deleted; (ii) the perimeter and zonal
boundaries should be more clearly de-
fined; and (iii) the Council reserves its
position on issues of access and traffic
movement pending the outcome of the
County Council's audit.

PROCESTER ZAYEE
T.W.Hawkins & Sons

Church Farm, Frocester,
Stonehouse, Glos., GL10 3TL
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requirements, farmhouse pork sausages, home-cured bacon,
hpme-cured gammon joints and steaks, homemada laggots
in gravy, homemade assorled pies, real dripping, % pigs for
freezer. All orders aver E40 and within 15 miles can be
daliverad frae of charge. Try scme and Ylasle he dillerence’,

Water mains work, continued from page 1

as well, This means that traffic coming
from the Cheltenham direction will have
to turn off the A46 at the golf course or at
Lower Washwell Lane. Motorists coming
from the south will turn into Victoria
Square and work their way through via
St Mary's Street and Vicarage Street.
Problems were caused last time when
through-traffic, including some heavy lor-
ries, found its way into the village.
Andrew Smith says that better sign-post-
ing at Pitchcombe and Brockworth, plus
grealer vigilance by the police, should
prevent this happening again. The Parish
Council's Traffic Chairman, David Hud-
son, requests that residents steer clear of
the central streets if at all possible, and
he asks "Is your journey really neces-

sary?". Major Hudson also hopes that
long-distance traffic will be kept well
away this time, and that there will be bet-
ter sign-posting in the village, so that
motorists do not, for example, attempt to
return to the main road by driving up
Bisley Street.

Andrew Smith said thatl aparl from
some remaining work in Churchill Way,
this should see the end of all their work
in the Painswick area. However, residerts
may have seen two large boards in
Kingsmill Lane which give notice of a
road closure for five weeks for water
mains refurbishment, and as we go to
press Kennedy's have confirmed that fur-
ther work is required in that area, though
hopefully not lasting five weeks.

Allen Hale
Your local stockist for
The Real Meal Company

Allen Hale
New House, Friday Street
Painswick. Tel 01452 813613

BRINGING YOU FLAVOUR
WITHOUT EQUAL.
WELFARE WITHOUT COMPROMISE




SPORTS NEWS

New cricket season
beckons

Painswick’s cricketers have been very
active in preparation for the new season,
holding a series of practice sessions and
several social events.

At the Annual General Meeting the
following officials and team captains
were elected: President - Mr T N (Jack)
Smith; Chairman - Terry Parker; Hon.
Treasurer - Robert Cook; Hon. Secretary
- Andrew Wise; Fixture/Match Secretary
- Simon Base; First Eleven Captain - Phil
Jones; Second Eleven Captain - Rob
Mitchell; Midweek Captain - Simon Base.

A social evening was held on 17th
March when the players were pleased to
host a buftet supper tor the Club’s Vice-
Presidents and their ladies. During the
evening the following awards were made:

First Eleven Player of the Year: Jim
Parks. Second Eleven Player of the Year:
Jerry Kerry. Most Improved Player: Phil
Wrylie. Young Player of the Year: Steve
Holford. Clubman of the Year: Ian Hogg.

Members paid tribute to Ian Hogg for
his work as first eleven captain over a
number of years and for his considerable
contribution to the Club’s activities both
on and off the field. The incoming
captain, Phil Jones, said that lan was a
hard act to follow but he knew that he
could rely on the players' support and
thanked them for their confidence in
electing him to the position. Ian is, of
course, continuing as a playing member.

Members also expressed their
appreciation to Alan Hudson for his
continuing commitment to the club as first
eleven umpire. The importance of a
regular umpire cannot be overstated and
Alan’s expertise as an arbiter iz widely
recognised.

Anyone with an interest in joining the
club is asked to contact either Andrew
Wise (01453 755202) or Terry Parker
(812191) for further information. New
players will receive a warm welcome.

Marathon Man 2000

Jonathan Unwin will be running his third
London Marathon on Sunday 16th April.
He is raising money for FSID (the Foun-
dation for the Study of Infant Deaths)
which funds research into cot deaths and
supports affected families.

Please sponsor him. You will find
sponsor forms in shops around Painswick
or ring Jon Unwin on Painswick 812591.

Photo right: Jon Unwin competing in
the 1999 Nationwide City of Bath half
marathon. Photo: Mike Nicholson

News from Painswick Bowling Club

We are looking forward to the start of the
summer bowling season and our green
opens on 15th April. We have a full pro-
gramme of league and friendly matches
for men’s, ladies’ and mixed teams as well
as our own club competitions, less com-
petitive games and social events.

One event early in our season on
Wednesday 3rd May is a friendly mixed
away match against the Pensioners at
Chelsea Hospital, where we are sure we
shall receive a warm welcome. We are
travelling by coach and it is likely there
will be seats available for non-members.

The cost should not be more than £11 per
seat and this will include a free tour of
the hospital at 1.30pm. If you are
interested in a day trip (or even a one way
trip) to London at a reasonable price
please give Derek Sanders a ring on
813077.

‘We are always keen to increase our
membership with new or established
bowlers and can provide instruction to get
any new members going. If you would
like to know more about Painswick
Bowling Club please contact our secretary
Anthony Strickland on 01453 750160.

Close call for Painswick

Painswick’s rugby players had an anxious
hour after their match against the Bristol
club, Aretians, last Saturday (25th March)
waiting to hear the result of the match
between another Bristol club, Southmead,
and Chosen Hill. With Painswick and
Southmead in contention at the bottom of
Division 1 it was essential for Chosen Hill
to have won if Painswick’s first division
status next season was to be assured.
There was, therefore, considerable relief
at Broadham when the news came that
Chosen Hill had won by 8 points to nil.
Earlier that afternoon in the match against
Aretians, Painswick had made a sluggish
start and at one point were 26 points to
nil down. To their credit the local side
rallied in the final quarter with Simon
Stewart and Mark Henley both scoring
unconverted tries.

Although Painswick were disappoint-
ed not to have won their last league match
of the season it was, in the end, a

creditable performance as the victory for
the Bristol team confirmed-their position
as Division 1 (Gloucestershire) leaders:
they are therefore promoted and next
season will play in the Gloucestershire/
Somerset Division.

Results [(L)denotes league match)
Sat 4 Mar. Painswick 1st XV 30 Chipping
Sodbury 1st XV 31.

Sat 11 Mar. (L) Old Cryptians 1st XV
20 Painswick 1st XV 3. Painswick United
29 Old Cryptians 2nd XV 17.

Sat 18 Mar. Painswick 1st XV v
Cainscross Ist XV - match cancelled as
Cainscross were committed to a
Combination Cup fixture. Cainscross 2nd
XV 12 Painswick United 17.

Sat 25 Mar. (L) Painswick Lst XV 10
Aretians 1st XV 26.

Coffee Morning at
Falcon BC

The Falcon Bowling Club will be hold-
ing a Grand Sale of various items on Sat-
urday 8th April at 10.30am in aid of Club
funds. This will be held in the new Club-
house (come and have a look!) behind the
Falcon Inn. Please leave your car in the
public car park. Stalls will include home
made cakes, bric a brac, books, good qual-
ity second hand clothes, etc. Teaand cof-
fee - everyone welcome,

The new season gets under way on
Saturday 15th April with the opening of
this ancient and attractive green. During
the season, there is a packed programme
of games and competitions to suit all
tastes. Anyone interested in trying their
hand at bowls is very welcome to come
to the Club nights. These are held on .
every Friday evening at 6.30pm, when
you will find a warm welcome at this
friendly club. If this is not a convenient
time, please arrange an alternative by tel-
ephoning the Club Secretary, Norman
Rampton, on 01452 813928.



SPORTS NEWS (though probably not everyone's idea of fun!)

Celia Hargrave of Sheepscombe shares her experiences
of competing in the Himalayan 100 Stage Race

The idea of competing in the Himalayan
100 Stage Race 1999 came to me in a tent
in the Sahara Desert during the Marathon
de Sables - a 144 mile stage race.

The 1999 Himalayan Stage race was
the ninth event of its kind. It was an inter-
national competition - runners came from
the USA, UK, Japan, Germany, Austria,
Singapore, Hong Kong, Ireland, New
Zealand and South Africa.

The 100 mile course covered a huge
variety of terrain. We ran through isolated
jungle, pine forests, small settlements and
villages, and crossed major rivers.

At the higher stages competitors en-
joyed spectacular views of four of the five
highest peaks in the world,

Day I - 24 miles
We departed Mirik at 5.30am for a 90-
minute bus ride to Maneybhanyjang. At
this small village, situated at about 6,000
feet, we were greeted and blessed by a
village dignitary before the final count-
down to the start. From Maneybhanyjang
we had to run, crawl and stagger a climb
of almost 6,000 feet to Sanakphu.

This day was almost a disaster for me!
At about 10 kilometres I fell badly as I
was going down a steep, rocky path. I got
up to find I was covered in blood and
grazes and that my right knee looked par-
ticularly battered. Fortunately I managed
to get going again. The scenery was spec-
tacular and I was helped by the extra
sympathy I received at each aid/water sta-
tion. The final pull to Sandakphu was
totally exhausting and quite frightening.
I was finding it nearly impossible to
breathe and was utterly daunted by the
enormity of the climb. Eventually there
was the welcome sight of the finishing
banner and I reached the mountain huts.
Once I'd crossed the line I found myself
being sick and feeling keenly the pain of
my injuries - I was hurting. Four more
days to go!

Day 2 - Sandakphu and back - 20 miles
This day was memorable for the pano-

ramic views at sunrise of Mount Everest,
Llotse, Makalu and Kanchenjunga and the
beauty of the Sandakphu National Park.
The climbs were tough, especially at
Molle, the half way point, but the main
difficulties for me were coping with the
breathing problems and the feeling of
nausea brought on by running at such high
altitudes.

Day 3 - Sanakphu to Rimbik - The
Everest Challenge Marathon Day -
26.2 miles

This day, while it was incorporated into
the main event, was also a separate race.
Before the race we were warned about the
difficult terrain of the last section and the
huge downhill drop of almost 6,000 feet.
The warnings proved justified as the fi-
nal twelve kilometres was a nightmare of
rocks, gullies, crevasses and slippery mud.
Suoch horrors finally led us to the crash-
ing sounds of a huge river - luckily with a
bridge, which we crossed - and then we
ran along paths through the forests and
settlements of Rimbite.

Day 4 - Rimbite to Palamjua - 13 miles
This day was probably the easiest stage.
However, the long - about 5,000 feet - run
downhill on track was fairly scary, though
nowhere near as alarming as the return
by coach up and around the hairpin bends.
The scenery along the flat road section
was stunning - our route followed the
beautiful river valley. As we ran we were
warmly greeted by families from the small
huts scattered along our way.

Day 5 - Palmajua to Maneybhanyjang
- supposedly 17 miles but nearer 19

At last, the final day. After an 11 kilome-
tre climb it was literally down hill all the
way to the village of Maneybhanyjang
and the finishing tape of the Himalayan
100! The end was a wonderful moment
with cheers and encouragement from fel-
low competitors, the support team and
local people. I then sat on the roadside
enjoying a meal which had been prepared

in the back of the van, and shared in the
excitement and achievement of other run-
ners as they too crossed the finishing line.
Finally, we were taken by bus back to
Mirik for a special evening of festivities
and awards.

Special things I shall remember

=  Marvellous hospitality was provided
wherever we stopped - even in places with
very limited facilities. If we were break-
fasting at 5am, preparations would start
at about 3am. Nothing was ever too much
trouble. "Guests were gods”.

« Two cultural evenings where partici-
pants in the race and local people shared
dancing, singing and music -'these were
wonderful experiences, especially the
faces of the children when the hakka was
performed.

+ The friendship and support of the
group.

+ The sheer effort of the climbs.

¢ The deprivations of altitude - lack of
sleep and breath, nausea, inability to eat.
s Mr Pandey and his team of organisers
- the miracle workers.

« The magic and beauty of the setting.
» The totally different cultural setting
and experience - we have a lot to learn.
* My achievements. I was the second
woman overall, third woman in the Ever-
est Challenge Marathon, first woman
veteran, eleventh overall out of 35 com-
petitars. My total time for the 100 miles
was 20 hours and 28 minutes,

COMPLETE GARDEN MAINTENANCE
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| ""The Cotswolds Best Kept Secret"

| Alight lunch. A quiet dinner with friends.

A family party. Prepared by our Award
Winning Team of Chefs

Superh Luncheon
Served Daily 12.30 - 2.00pm
2 courses £13.00, 3 Courses £16.00
Traditional 3 Course Sunday Luncheon
£17.30

Dinner Menu
2 courses £23.00, 3 Courses £26.00
The best af Cotswold meat, game, Severn
salmon and Vale of Evesham vegetahles

QOr simply relax by a roaring log fire and cnjoy
the peace and beauty of the Hotel with our
Delicious Afternoon Tea Menu
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Beacon welcomes letters from
readers on subjecls of local interest.
Short letters are more likely to be in-
cluded. Long letters will be summarised
or edited, as will those containing com-
menits that the Beacon considers
unsuitable for publication.

Bonfires

Now that spring has arrived and summer
is not too far away, we are at last able to
open windows and let fresh air into our
houses and lungs. Unfortunately not so
in Painswick; the moment a fine day ar-
rives, out come the pyromaniacs with their
evil smelling bonfires. Neighbourliness or
any thoughts about clean air for all has
no truck for them; the bigger the fire and
the more dense smoke the better as far as
they are concerned, especially if the wind
blows it well away from them. Please,
please can 2000 be a defining year when
you decide to compost or dispose of the
garden waste, not burn it, so that we can
all have a smoke-free day and evening.
N H Turner, Hambutts Mead

Care Village application

In defence of the majority of Painswick
Parish Councillors who voted to reject the
plans for a Care Village [February meet-
ing], I would make the point that a visit
to the Richmond Care Homes develop-
ment in Nantwich was not necessary in
order for them to make their decision (a
point made by two Beacon readers’ let-
ters in March issue). The quality of care
that RCH provide is not in dispute. The
reasons for the widespread local opposi-
tion in Painswick are environmental and
demographic, and no amount of free trips
to Nantwich will alter that, except to serve
to underline the major differences in the
two locations.

1. Nantwich is a rapidly-growing town

GODDARDS GARAGE

Cheltenham Road, Painswick

* Brake Safety Centre

* Full servicing & repair facilities

* Pre-MOT checks/MOTs
arranged

* Ti Crypton engine tuning service

* Petrol/Diesel/Tyres/Exhausts

* Private Hire Taxi

* Paralfin/Coal/Calor Gas/Charcoal

Personal attention for your car

Telephone - 81 2240

of about 40,000 inhabitants, gradually
becoming absorbed into the industrial
conurbation of Crewe.

2. The Care village is built on flat
ground, covering about 3.6 acres, com-
pared with the sloping 4.8 acre site in
Painswick.

3. The Nantwich site is surrounded by
housing estates and a railway line, and
does not lie in an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty.

4. The majority of the buildings at
Nantwich are only two storeys high. The
nursing wing on the Painswick site is 4-5
storeys. :

The circumstances of the two situa-
tions are too disparate to make realistic
claims that ‘what is good for Nantwich,
is good for Painswick’.

Maggie Drake, Tibbiwell
It is a great pity that as Jane Douglass was
moving to join the community in Berry
Close she did not wait a little to write her
letter (March Beacon). Now that she has
met a number of us she knows that the
reality is a far cry from her previous pic-
ture of us, there being only one house out
of 15 bought by a widow.

The reality is that some of us were
close to Jane's age, or even younger, when
we came to Berry Close, but Berry Close
being such a happy community we have
stayed and aged gracefully with the
houses. We have been very pleased to
welcome new members of the Close as
people have moved on for a whole vari-
ety of reasons.

If we follow Mercy Summerhayes'
example and live to over 100 a number
of these houses will not become vacant
for 30, 40 or more years. So some would
say we need more small houses in
Painswick, The meaning of the term "af-
fordable" depends entircly on one's in-
come. !

Clare Haynes, Terry Causon, Hazel
Hendry, S Avery, Eileen Lambert, Freda
Huddlestone, Helen Baker, Lilian
Gerrard, Margaret Ellison, Elsie and John
McCabe, Nora and Thom Carroll. (Berry
Close)

With reference to the letter from Jane
Douglass in the March Beacon, we would
like to make the following comments:

Terry Parker does indeed live in
Painswick and has done so for 32 years.
He is an active and contributory member
of the community.

When I purchased 2 Hyett Close in
1977, 1 was not a widow and was not
much older than Jane. Hyett Close at
present is a goed mixture of people: two
young families, two couples, one mother
and daughter, two single people, four wid-
ows one of whom was married when she
moved in. As several residents have com-
mented, Jane will, whether she likes it or

not, grow old. Let's hope the young peo-
ple then will show more thought and kind-
ness. The gardens are not suitable for
older children; self-evident by them play-
ing on the road. Some residents have
moved in because they were no longer
able to cope with large properties and did
not wish to leave Painswick and long time
friends. Isn't she lucky to have secured
such a sought-after property!

Duccio Leoni; also signed by Anne

Leoni, Karin Johnston, Vera Illingworth,
Joan Broughton, Ruby Yarwood, Terry
Palmer. (Hyett Close)}
No one who read your riveting account
of the Parish Council Debate on 16th Feb-
ruary could fail to be struck by the warmth
of commitment shown. Mention was
made of a ‘smaller nursing development
in Painswick’. This must be something
promising since support for it appeared
to justify rejection of a project which had
taken five years dedicated work by four
very able members of our community to
put together.

Some of us who have witnessed at
close quarters the anguish of incapacitated
old age, and of terminal illness, had come
to believe that the best available resource
against the attendant sadnesses of sepa-
ration, loneliness and unnecessary dis-
comfort had been found in the thoughtful
and comprehensive scheme of a Care Vil-
lage.

After the shock of what appeared to
be a rejection of that scheme by a major-
ity vote, we are badly in need of some
firm good news from the Council. Is this
‘smaller nursing development in
Painswick’ firm good news? Or is the
good news that the Council were really
only differing about details of the Care
Village scheme?

John Sharwood-Smith, Stroud Road
In reply to letters in last month's Beacon:
1. The idea that the building of a village
within a village is an opportunity not to
be missed is a strange one: presumably
most people live in Painswick because
they like the size and structure of it as it
is, not deformed by a large, totally un-
necessary development, designed to in-
crease the average age of the population
which is surely not the way the village
should be going in the future.
2. What is right for Nantwich - which by
no stretch of the imagination can he lik-
ened to Painswick - is not right for this
locality.
3. The assumption that a large number of
people are in favour is a misconception.
The original meeting involved around 200
people. What about the other 3,100 or so
people that live in and around Painswick?
4. There is absolutely no guarantee that

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

houses vacated by any elderly people will
enable young families to come into the
village.
5. To those people expecting an easy en-
try into the "Twilight Towers' - do not hold
your breath! Any developer will fill prop-
erties such as these on a first come first
served basis, from wherever possible.
6. Finally there is no guarantee that any
employment will be given to local inhab-
itants - jobs will be given to those best
suited, not necessarily local people.
These are not the comments of
NIMBYS but people who are genuinely
concerned about the physical, environ-
mental, medical and age structure impact
this development will have on this beau-
titul village if allowed to go ahead.
David and Hilary Simpson,
Cotswold Mead

In a separate letter received too late for
inclusion last month, Hilary Simpson
wrote that "having noted all the comments
in recent Parish Council meetings and the
Beacon regarding the proposed develop-
ment of a Nursing Home in the field off
Stroud Road, it seems very surprising that
there has been no input at all from the
Local Conservation Society, a body which
is usually very local on such matters. Is
there a reason for this?"

The Beacon invited the Chairman of
the Conservation Society to respond, and
he has done so as follows:

"Responding to the letter from Hilary
Simpson 1 would peint out that the Con-
servation Society did provide an input to
the District Council when the original
Qutline Planning Application was submit-
ted to them in November last. You may
recall that there was (then) a very short
period in which to make responses; our
committee met especially for the purpose
on 7th December and considered all as-
pects of the proposals then on the table.
Our views were communicated to SDC
and can be viewed there, as may all oth-
ers, as follows:- i

"That the Outline Planning Application
be supported, but

(a) the closest regard should be given
to aspects of landscaping, especially when
viewed from differing positions close to
or far from the site, and

(h) architectural styles and materials
should be in sympathy with the other prin-
cipal dwellings in the core of the
Painswick village.'

That the Society did not consider
whether to seek special publicity for its
views at that time differs in no way from
our usual position; we communicate our
observations to SDC and move on to next
business. In any event, there was no short-
age of others expressing their views - as
indeed should be the case, for whatever
reason they may have - personal or in the
interest of others. We reported, among

many other things, the conclusion to
which we had come to the annual meet-
ing of the Society last week, and drew no
comment from those present.

Might L use this opportunity to add one
corrective observation, that the revised
application which is currently under con-
sideration remains for a care cenire and
associated dwellings, not just a nursing
home."

Leslie Brotherton Chairman
In the March issue of the Beacon a corre-
spondent relates the Richmond Care Vil-
lage with charitable homes he has helped
to run. Two other recent letters used
phrases like “open to all walks of life”
and “regardless of their means” in pro-
moting it. However, Mr Cockell, the po-
iential developer, has himself made clear
more than once that “the proposed care
village scheme would involve care costs
that Social Services could not support and
therefore the scheme would only be avail-
able to people of private means.”

Another writer suggests that Mr
Cockell can be seen as a sort of philan-
thropic engineer, rather than a developer.
He must smile at that, for even Mr Cockell
has been at pains to point out that he is in
the business of making profit.

In the light of that, perhaps corre-
spondents who talk of NIMBYism can
better understand my concern at the sub-
stantial Joss of value of our property, and
the significant impact of three-storey (and
more) buildings that will affect our his-
toric village forever, and not just the short
term interests of a minority, no matter
their perceived needs.

That is not to be seen as uncaring; my
wife and I have always been supportive
of the request for a nursing home for the
needy. But I suggest the village should
seek a circumspect balance rather than be
overwhelmed by the attempts of the vo-
ciferous few.

Tony Crook, Queens Mead, Painswick
The developers of this project paint a
wonderful picture of the benefits to all
Painswickians to live out the rest of their
lives in peace and contentment, a virtual
Utopia. But beware, when you buy the
picture, you must also purchase the frame
and the wall to hang it on. This takes the
form of 46 dwellings, which is the mini-
mum requirement for Richmond Care
Homes to make the project viable and,
what’s more important, profitable.

46 dwellings with roads, street light-
ing, cars, alterations to the A46, traffic
islands and all the other paraphernalia
which comes with building another vil-
lage.

Everyone will recall the action taken
by the Painswick Valley Group who,
when threatened by the possibility of a
major development in their AONB,

fought a dedicated and constructive cam-
paign, that was a tribufe to their Commit-
tee and its supporters,

The fact that we face a major building
programme on the edge of our village
(also in an AONB) seems to be of little
concern. The few that are in favour of
the Care Village secem to have brain-
washed themselves into thinking that it is
a fait accompli, that if we want a Nursing
Home, we must accept all that goes with
1t.

Personally, I like the picture, but T
would prefer to hang it somewhere else.

Alan Hudson, Butt Green
It seems unfortunate that Mr Keith
Cockell wanted to argue in your last is-
sue about the validity of past'accident fig-
ures on the A46 adjacent to his proposed
Care Village. The details of the 25 acci-
dents were given in my previous letter and
the eleven pages of data from the Glouces-
tershire County Council have been on
view in the Painswick Library.

Mr Cockell’s Traffic Consultant pre-
fers to use personal injury figures and not
include damage-only statistics. The rea-
soning for this may be that only one in
five damage-only accidents are referred
to the police and thence to the County
Highway Accident Records Department.
However, many of us who have person-
ally witnessed the frequency of collisions
on this accident black-spot could ask our-
selves on occasion “How was this acci-
dent not a fatahity? Was it only by luck
or by the Grace of God?”

Recently I stood at the proposed ac-
cess Lo the site and visualised cars form-
ing queues on the S-bends as vehicles
enter or leave the Care Village, and these
queues being rammed from the back.
Putting paint on the road, or speed limit
signs, or gateways, or pedestrian refuges,
or other impediments, will do nothing to
prevent this frightening scenario.

Carole Ross, Queensmead

Car Park

Mrs I French has sent the Beacon a copy
of her letter to SDC arguing for the reten-
tion of parking charges at Stamages Lane
car park.

PAINSWICK ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

N.ILC.E.LC. approved CONTRACTORS

SERVICE
INSTALLATIONS
The Elecirical
REPAIRS Contractors Associafion
Mr M TURNER

2, Folly Lane, Stroud, Glos. GL3 18P
11453-758342 and
Painswick 812659




CROFT SCHOOL NEWS

The Croft School has taken part in a
projectinvolving thirteen primary schools
in the Stroud area, creating a special il-
lustrated book of Bible stories to celebrate
the new millennium. The stories and pic-

‘Red' - a poem

Red is a hen sitting on an egg,

Red is a ball balancing on a hedge,
Red is a sun shining in the sky,

Red is a box under the Christmas tree,
Red is a fox hiding in the field,

Red is a red-ink pen
Red is your tongue after you had a lolly.

Freddie Unwin, aged 6

'iearning Support \'

The Croft School is looking for some-
one who would like the job of Learning
Support Worker (Classroom Assistant)
in one &f the infant classes. The hours
are 9.30 1o 12, Monday to Friday.

For further details and rates of pay,
please contact Mr B Jones at the Croft
éshool, telephone 01452 812479. o

HOME 'n' DRY

‘DRY CLEANS CARPETS’

ABSOLUTELY NO DRYING
TIME! - Guaranteed

EI Deep Clean and remove soil & spots

[ Lift and rejuvenate carpet pile
Leave yoor carpets with a clean fresh scent
[] Benefit Asthma & Dust Allergy sufferers

EJF Leave your rooms ready for immediate use

New 'DRY' Foam
Upholstery Cleaning

For a free, no obligation quotation call

01452 612229 or 0370 437777

Millennium Bible project

tures have been incorporated into a beau-
tiful leather-bound book which will be
held in Stroud Library.

Our photo above shows the five pu-
pils of Class 4 who did the work
(illustrated stories of the Good Samaritan
and Creation cartoons): (left to right) Lucy
Moir, James Barnett, George Livingston,
Richard Goddard and Harriet Bentley. As
well as the leather-bound book (left). a
copy has been produced (right) which will
be kept at the school.

A poem for
World Book Day

"Faces painted in the sky'

2000 years have gone by,

Faces painted in the sky.

Stars for different purposes,

Down on Earth to help.
Botticelli, El Greco,
Matisse, Dali, Francisco,
Leonardo da Vinei,
Michelangelo.

Isaac Newton, Einstein too,

Marie Curie, nobody new.

Nobel, Whittle, Galileo.

Alexander Bell.
Edward Elgar, Ketelbey,
Wolfgang Mozart, Bob Marley,
Elvis Presley, Beatles too.
Jennifer Lopez.

Mary Shelley, Kipling, Lee,”

Writing books for you and me.

Carroll, Rowling, Jane Austen,

Defoe, Nesbit, Dahl.
Monroe, Williams, Bronson, Moore,
Windsor, Hugh Grant, Tracy Shaw,
Garrick, Siddons, Anderson
and Dame Judi Dench.

Many people are now dead,

But their new ideas, it's said,

Began a new dawn for us all.

Let's remember them.

The children of year 6 wrote the poem (above right) and on Thursday 9th March they
read it at Cheltenham Town Hall af an event fo launch World Book Day.

The Croft pupils' poem is included in an anthology of work from Gloucestershire
Schools called '"World Book Day 2000°. Well done Year 6! The picture below shows
Croft pupils with their copies of the book.

PRIVATE HIRE TAXI Building Repairs
Painting & Decorating
ALLAN & MARTIN WEAGER Carpentry
(Formerly Rylands)
01453-763947 (Allan) T MIFFLIN
01453-764845 (Martin)
Allan (mobile): 07712-776470 Enquiries Welcome




(OPEN GARDEN

Trench Hill garden will be open under
the National Gardens Scheme on Easter
Sunday and Monday, 23rd/24th April,
from 11am to Spm.

Entrance on both days is £1.50 for
adults, children free. Tea and plants will
be for sale.

Thank you for your support at our
open day on Sunday 20th February. We
raised almost £400 for charity.

\_ Celia and Dave liargrawj,

Midsummer Ball
- an update

Tickets are hot! People are wasting no
time organising their tables for what
promises to be another fabulous Midsum-
mer Ball at Painswick Mill on Friday 23rd
Tune 2000.

As the melodious notes of The Ray
Kirby Jazz Band greet you, a bucks fizz
reception will be followed by a delicious
buffet of summer delights prepared by
William’s Kitchen. Then it will be time
to dance the night away to a selection of
live bands or take a turn at the casino
tables.

Tickets are still available at £55 each
from Ruth Smith. telephone: Gloucester
813693,

The charities being supported this year
are both local. The Haven provides as-
sistance to families in distress with
pre-school children. It offers hot midday
meals, professional nursery care, laundry
facilities and advice to parents, Headway
is a well-known local charity providing
support’to survivors of head injury and
their families.

If you would like to sponsor some part
of the Ball, sponsor a table or provide a
tombola prize (worth £10 or more) please
call me on 814012. Thank you for your
support.

Helen Froggatt (Chairman),
PMB Commitlee

TREE
SURGERY

Environmentally
Sensitive
Thinning - Reshaping - Felling
Planting: Fruit Tree Pruning:
Wildlife Advice
Professional Service: Fully Insured:
Vision 21 Accredited

Landcare Services
6 Pullens Road, Painswick

John Rhodes
812709

Interested in computing.com?

If information reaching me is anything to
2o by, there seem to be ever more people
in Painswick acquiring computers. Many
are acquiring some frustration too!

There seems to be a variety of reasons
for having such equipment; purely as a
personal hobby, to get on to the Internet
and keep in touch by a computer link to
friends or relatives around the world, or
to have such an aid availabie to help in
work with voluntary organisations or with
small businesses. Some are teaching
themselves from manuals or straight-
forward experimentation, discovering the
benefits of using computers for word
processing, tabulations, designing
newsletters and advertising material, and
so on. And there are those attending
courses at Stroud College or are already
familiar with computers.

In addition. there are many who donot
want to get into purchasing and setting
up all the equipment required for a
computing set-up at home, but would very
much like to send or receive an E-mail
once in a while; if they only knew how.

It is not unusual for villages much
smaller than Painswick to have created a
form of community computing centre.
This may take various forms, but the most
popular are those where several
computers are located and there is the
support of access to the Internet, scanners,
various computer programs (including

teach-yourself ones), printers, etc. These
prove to be attractive for all age-groups,
some being keen to attend in the
mornings, youngsters in the late afternoon
or early evening or weekends, and so on.
The bonus is being able to share
knowledge, help one another, or
experiment with techniques which would
otherwise remain a mystery.

There is arcom 10' by 12" in Painswick
Centre which the Management Commit-
tee are willing to make available
exclusively for this purpose,. on
advantageous terms. Significantly, there
are grants to help set such groups up; but
self-help with the practicalities is also
essential.

So, one wonders whether there is
sufficient interest in this community to
create what might become known as the
Painswick Computer Club (a PaCC), or
whatever? The only way to find out is to
suggest a date and time when anyone
interested, at any level of competence,
young or not-so-young, can meet with
others and talk the idea through, Would
you care to join me at Painswick Centre
on Tuesday 11th April at 3pm and let us
see if there is sufficient enthusiasm to give
this a go. If you are very interested but
cannot manage that date, please let me
know on 813101 and I will try and ensure
you are kept informed.

Leslic Brotherton

'ELEMENTAL

Earthy ceramics, Lively collages, Ethe-
real etchings, Multitudinous garden
artefacts, Eclectic crafts, Numerous paint-
ings, Tactile embroideries, Affordable
glass, Landscapes in oils... it all adds up
to ELEMENTAL, the new Spring Exhi-
bition at the Fiery Beacon Gallery. For
three weeks from Tuesday 18th April until
Saturday 6th May. Opening times Tues-
day to Saturday, 1lam to Spm, Sunday
2pm to Spm. Also Easter Monday, 24th
April, 11am to 5pm.

Paul A. Morris

City & Guilds
General Builder * Plastering * Patios
Dry Stone Walling
Natural Stone Work A Speciality
Hard Landscaping

18 Strachans Close Stroud Glos GLS5 3EB
Telephone (01453) 752004
Mobile 0781 8087375
Email: paulmorris72@Hotmail.co.uk

Illllll.lﬂlllll

OAKLEY
GARDEN SERVICES

Q ¢ &2
For all your garden needs

MOBILE: 07979 590818
TEL: (01452) 814533

LANDSCAPE
GARDENING

A Complete Garden Service

Regular Garden Maintenance
Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming

Construction of:-
Ponds and Water Gardens
Drystone Walling, Paving
Fencing, Turfing, Seeding
All Apects of Tree Surgery

FULLY INSURED
Ask for Adrian Harris

Floribunda
(01452) 527647




'Religion and Worship
in Painswick’

Following last month's special article by
Ted and Elizabeth Burge on 'Religion and
Worship in Painswick’, Jim Hoyland and
Ted Burge have compared notes on the
history of the Friends Meeting House in
the early part of the last century. Jim
writes to say that according to the
'Nailsworth and Gloucester Monthly
Meeting' minutes, the Plymouth Brethren
leased the Friends Meeting House in
Painswick from 1906 to 1953. In 1953 the
Friends took it over once more.

Ted (who gave the dates of the Breth-
ren's use of the building as 1928 to 1950)
concludes that some of the dates in the
'Victorian History' would appear to be
unreliable!

Any further comments on the history
of Painswick’s places of worship would
be welcome.

USA holiday house
exchange?

A retired couple, living in a very nice 4
bedroomed house at Berckmeyer Beach,
Lady’s Island, South Carolina, USA, are
mterested in a house exchange with some-
onec in Painswick. For further informa-
tion contact Derek or Irene Hodges,
813635.

PAINSWICK MEMORIALS

DSTON ADDITIONAL
HEA = INSCRIPTIONNS
VASES & PLAQUES

FULL RESTORATION &
PET MEMOCRIALS (LEANING SERVICE

PHONE FOR A FREE COLOUR BROCHURE
TEL / FAX : 01452- 812032
MOBILE : 0797 - 9282643

FREE HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

ELECTRICAL

AND

ALARM

SERVICES

New Installations, Rewires, Exira Sockets,
Lights, Showers, Security Lighting,
Economy 7 Heating, ctc.

Professional intruder alarm
systems fitted from £330.
Remote contrel car alarms
fitted from £70.

Door Entry and Closed
Circuit Television Systems fitted

For a friendly, prompt and
refiable service contact
Steve Gallagher

on Eastingion (01453) 791209
ALL WORK
FULLY GUARANTEED WITH

NO ADDED VAT

A tribute to Lucy Lee (1917 - 1999)

By Sue Armitage, cousin of Lucy Lee

Lucy Lee of Painswick, and prior to that
Cranham, died on 4th September 1999, a
few days short of her 82nd birthday. She
had a very varied career but essentially
was a historian whose last job was teach-
ing at Stroud High School.

Lucy was the only daughter of
Stephen Lee, who was a history don at
Magdalen College Oxford, and Eleanor,
a graduate of Newnham College Cam-
bridge who was a teacher and who played
hockey for England. They had three chil-
dren and Lucy’s brothers were John and
Roger. Hers was a very happy home in
Oxford full of all kinds of interests and
stimulation. Her education began with a
governess and then she went to the
Dragon Prep School with her brothers.
She then went on to Sherborne School,
Dorset, where she got a major history
scholarship to Lady Margaret Hall, Ox-
ford, in 1936, but changed to read
Classical Greats.

During the Second World War Lucy
worked for the Forestry Department in
Scotland but in February 1941 joined the
Foreign Office as a temporary civil serv-
ant, in the coding and cyphering section.
After training in London she went to the
British Embassy in Washington and was
there until 1944. This was a very excit-
ing and fulfilling episode of her life but
sadly she had to come home to support
her parents as her elder brother John, who
had survived Dunkirk and been men-
tioned in despatches, was killed in action
at Anzio, This was a devastating blow to
such a close-knit family. Sadly, her
younger brother Roger, who followed a
medical career, also died prematurely,

Lucy then joined the Commonwealth
Relations Office (then the Dominions
Office) and from 1945 to 1947 was As-
sistant Private Secretary to the Secretary
of State, Lord Addison. She slightly sur-
prisingly did not apply for a permanent
post but instead joined the Women’s In-
stitute as General Organiser. She was
involved in drawing up the WI's consti-
tution and travelled extensively
throughout the country. One of her tasks
was (o start a branch in the Channel Is-
lands with money received from the

Fast & Efficient Service

Limited Companies
Partnerships & Sole Traders
For all your Accounting, Tax

and Business Advice

Telephone 01452 812075

10

Carnegie Trust to heal the breach between
the inhabitants and those who had collabo-
rated with the Germans.

Lucy left the WL in 1952 and became
Secretary of the British Council for the
Welfare of Spastics. She was in that post
for ten years. Then, when her father died
she moved down to the Gower Peninsula
in South Wales to be with her mother.

After her mother’s death she remained
living there and trained at Swansea Uni-
versity to become a teacher of history. At
last she had found her true vocation.

Her first teaching job was at Queen
Mary’s High School for Girls in Walsall
in the West Midlands. Then in 1966 she
moved to Grove Cottage, Cranham, to
start teaching at Stroud High School.
Thus began the last stage of her career
and the start of her very happy life in
Cranham and then in Painswick, in Berry
Close. She seems to have tried to retire
from Stroud High School on several oc-
casions but was always going back to help
out. In addition to her teaching skills she
is remembered at the school for her di-
rect and incisive questions in staff
meetings and as a superb organiser. One
school trip is particularly remembered
when the whole of the fourth year (more
than 120 girls) went to Dyrham and spent
the day on a variety of projects organised
by Lucy - staff learnt as much as the girls
did. Her history lessons were loved be-
cause of her wealth of knowledge and
tremendous enthusiasm for her subject -
more was always learnt than the strict
syllabus.

One of the best phrases describing
Lucy is “enthusiastic interest”. She was
interested in so much and her great intel-
lect and historical knowledge meant she
could launch into many very different
activities, be it computing, learning Ital-
izn and Spanish or minutely researching
and exploring Hadrian’s Wall. Her spe-
cial interests were English churches and
her membership of the Bristol and
Gloucester Archaeological Society. An-
other important part of her life was her
role in the local community. She was in-
volved in the Adult Literacy Scheme and
then the Housebound Club at Ashwell
House where she arrived to set out chairs
(always knowing which chair each per-
son liked and where they liked to sit),
helped with everything and stayed until
all was cleared up. Lucy also helped in
the Tourist Information Office where she
was a fount of knowledge.

Although Lucy was a historian and in-
terested in all things historical, she did not
live in the past. She looked to the future,
loved meeting young people and did not
keep saying the old days were better. She
is greatly missed by her family, her neigh-
bours and her many friends.













































