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What a swell party...

rDca:r Karen A
Thank you ever so much for arranging such a won-
dertul Millennium Party, We all enjoyed ourselves
thoroughly. The cake was excellent. Thank you ever
so much for giving up your time to arrange such a
memorable event. It's a shame none of us will be
around in the next millennium. The new millennium
wouldn't have been the same without such an enjoy- |
able event. The magician was absolutely brilliant. I
hope you enjoyed the party as much as we did.

ol

L Ellie Jackson, on behalf of the children of Painswiclil

Painswick Town Hall was filled with excited
children on Sunday 9th January when they gath-
ered for a special Millernrium Party. Second from
the left in our picture (of the grown-ups, that is!) is
Karen Goddard who was the main organiser of the

event. Further picture inside.

PARISH COUNCIL OPPOSES 'CARE
VILLAGE' APPLICATION

At their monthly meeting on 19th Janu-
ary Painswick Parish Council voted to
oppose the outline application by Rich-
mond Healthcare for a 'care village' in a
field adjoining the A46 north of Cotswold
Mead. At the same time the Council re-
affirmed its support for a nursing home
and associated dwellings at the site and,
in a separate motion, voted to offer to dis-
cuss a new plan for the site with the
developer.

These voles, which were unanimous,
came at the end of a long debate in which
councillors reviewed the conditional de-
cision that they had made after the public
meeting on. 15th December. At the De-

cember meeting the Council had sup-
ported the outline application with the
proviso that their support should not be
taken as endorsing all the details submit-
ted by the applicant. They subsequently
wrote to the District Council stating that
whilst supporting the application they re-
served their position on the issues of
density and design pending the submis-
sion of a detailed application.

With the District Council not due to
decide on the application until February
{now put back further until at least March)
the Parish Council had a further opportu-
nity to discuss the plans at the January
meeting, and they suspended Standing
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Orders in order that they could review the
previous decision. They had to hand nu-
merous letters from residents, both
supporting and opposing.the application,
Further evidence of villagers' interest in
this issue was the presence of about fif-
teen residents - most unusual for a
standard council meeting when the Bea-
con reporter often sits in isolation. The
Managing Director of Richmond
Healthcare, Keith Cockell, was among
those present.

One reason for the extra time avail-
able for debating the issue was that the
County Council's highway's department
had not vet reached a decision on the traf-
fic implications.

The agreed motions state that (1) "the
Council opposes the outline application
onmatters of scale, size and density within
the AONB but supports the building of a
nursing home and associated dwellings on
the site”, and (2) "the Parish Council of-
fers to discuss with the developer a new
development plan for the site."

In the debate leading up to these votes,
a succession of councillors expressed their
disapproval of the application as it cur-
rently stood. A common thread was the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Council Meeting on

19th January
Reported by Alan Bamber

‘Radio Transmitfer'

Chairman Terry Parker said that the Dis-
trict Council had granted planning
permission for a communications mast at
Hoyland House despite the Parish Coun-
cil's objection to the application. He had
been told that in recommending approval
the Planning Officer had taken the view
that the post was not so intrusive given
the presence of lamp posts of a similar
height in the vicinity, and the decision
conformed to government planning
guidelines relating to masts. Mr Parker
added that "the jury is still out" on the
guestion of health hazards.

Youth Club premises

Terry Parker said that a County Youth
Officer had looked at the recreation field
pavilion and had written a report on the
condition of the building and the items
requiring attention by the Rugby Club
before their lease terminates. It was felt
that the Rugby Club should attend to the
work as soon as possible but that the 1st
February deadline was unrealistic.

Council Procedures

Councillors scrutinised a Working Party
report which recommended improve-
ments to council procedures. Most of the
points were agreed. The most difficult
area was finding a better way of dealing
with planning applications. It was agreed
to request a duplicate set of plans so that
one set could be retained in the office
whilst the other one was being used by
councillors. Failing this, it was proposed
to divide the parish into geographical ar-
cas, each the responsibility of a particular
councillor. That councillor will take the
plans first and consult residents likely to
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be affected by the application.

There was also some discussion about
the way residents’ letters should be han-
dled. The report recommended that "cor-
respondence should be handled by the
Clerk and Chairman/Committee Chair-
man on teceipt, and then, if unresolved,
by reference to the appropriate commit-
tee. Only recommendations involving
Council policy should come before the
Council".

A letter from The Painswick Beacon
expressed concern that, in the name of ef-
ficiency, residents' worries and opinions
might never come to general public at-
tention. It would be regrettable if people
had to go to more effort to find out what
ideas or complaints were being put to the
Council by their fellow-citizens. The
Working Party Chairman Keith
Hardwidge responded that there was no
intention to hide anything, and that mat-
ters affecting council policy would come
before the full council. However it was
important that "correspondence be picked
up and dealt with at an appropriate level.”

A summary will be made of all the
changes accepted during the meeting, and
the council will formally vote to adopt
them at the next meeting.

At one point in the proceedings
Malcolm Watts commented that "we ap-
pear to have lots of solutions but do we
have a problem?"

Children's Medals
The design of the millennium medals was
agreed.

New Year celebrations

In a letter to the Council, Paul Stamp ex-
pressed his thanks for the help given in
financing the New Year's Day event,
which he said had been a great success
and fostered community spirit. A large
framed print of the village photo was on
its way to the Parish Council for hanging
in the Town Hall. Councillors expressed
their gratitnde and agreed to write a letter
of thanks and congratulation to those who
had organised the event.

It was also agreed to write and thank
Karen Goddard for organising the chil-
dren's party on 9th January. Ann Daniels
was full of praise for the organisers and
helpers. She said it had been a brilliant
event with about a hundred children there.

Slad councillor JTackie Woof said it
was a pity that several families in Slad
had not known about the party. She said
it had been publicised at the Croft School
but children living in Slad had not been
invited.

(Response: Karen says she is very
sorry if some children missed out, but in
the limited time available she tried to
spread the word around the whole parish
and there was a good mixture of children
from the villages.)

Frederick Gyde Trust
A letter from the Frederick Gyde Trust
asked the Parish Council to consider tak-
ing over the administration of the Trust,
The trust is responsible for the war me-
morial area, including the Wemyss
birdbath and the memorial itself. The let-
ter noted that the Parish Council has
already accepted responsibility for main-
taining the bird bath and war memorial
and that it would be logical to oversee the
maintenance of all the land, especially in
view of long-term financial and other dif-
ficulties envisaged by the Trust.
Councillors generally felt that in view
of the prominent situation and importance
of the area it was right and proper that the
Parish Council should take over this re-
sponsibility. Some councillors felt that
more information was needed, especially
the financial implications, before taking
such a step. The Council agreed in prin-
ciple to the change of administration of
the Trust, subject to more information and
financial details being made available.

Parking

Ann Daniels criticised the "diabolical”
parking that had been evident in the cen-
tre of Painswick around Christmas and the
New Year. She said that there had been
numerous vehicles parked on-double-yel-
low lines, and that Friday Street had been
completely blocked at times. Traffic
Committee Chairman David Hudson said
he would be seeing Inspector Dave
McFarlane (Stroud area police) about traf-
fic matters and he would raise this with
him, Johnny Johnston said that if the po-
lice put in an appearance one evening, the
word would soon get around.

Cycling

In a letter to the Council a resident re-
quested that a 'no cycling' notice be put
up on the path between Hyett Close and
Berry Close. The writer thought the ac-
tivity was dangerous to pedestrians in that
area. Terry Parker said he had been in-
formed by a County Council officer that
the path is categorised as a "Class 6 high-
way' and that cycling is legal. However,
it could possibly be made the subject of a
traffic regulation order and if so it would
be the first one made for such a 'highway’.
David Hudson said he knew who the cy-
clists were and that a quiet word with them
would probably be sufficient.

YEW TREE TAILORING

Gentlemen's Made-to-Measure
Suits, Jackets & Trousers
A Range of Ready-to-Wear
Raincoats, Overcoats and
Peter England Shirts

Home Visits if Preferred
Painswick (01452) 812594




Care Village application, continued from page 1

scale, density and siting of the units within
the field. Some councillors added their
particular concerns such as the effect on
the age make-up of Painswick and in-
creased traffic hazards. Councillor David
Hudson also questioned whether the high
proportion of villagers said to have sup-
ported the scheme in a survey were
representative of what the village as a
whole wanted. Whilst voicing these strong
criticisms, many councillors took the op-
portunity to confirm their support for the
idea of a nursing home; it was primarily
the scale of the proposal that they objected
to.

In the face of the mounting criticisms
the Parish Council Chairman Terry Parker
reminded councillors that a considerable
number of residents had written in sup-
port of the application and that it was "the
responsibility of the Council to reflect the
views of the village". He commented on
the developer's need for an economic
number of associated housing units to
support the nursing home, and he also cast
doubt on the age-balance argument be-
cause residents moving to the care centre
would free up housing in the village. He
acknowledged, however, that the proposal
constituted the biggest change to
Painswick since the Croft area was built
and that it would be a "dramatic change".
Mr Parker advised councillors that if a
resolution was passed opposing the ap-
plication, then some residents would find
it strange if the council did not seek to
come to an accommodation with the de-
veloper. This gave rise to the motion
offering discussions with the developer,

During the debate councillors' atten-
tion was drawn to a letter and accompa-
nying sketch from Mr Cockell in which
he responded to concerns about the "five
storeys". The letter statcd: "The upper part
could be reduced to two storeys. How-
ever with a roof pitch of 47 degrees there
would be little change in the height, and
the building would simply have a large
empty loft." He added that "the lower
building uses the roof space also and is
much like many three storey buildings in
Painswick." Councillor Jennifer Crook
saw this as evidence that, contrary (o state-

ments made at the public meeting, the de-
veloper was able to scale down the plans.
John Stephenson-Oliver agreed that there
was room for manoeuvre and said that the
developer would have calculated the
number of units needed to make the
project financially viable.

Following the passing of the two reso-
lutions the Parish Clerk Peter Grant spoke
to Mr Cockell outside the council room.
He reported back to the Council that Mr
Cockell did not wish to be adversarial. He
had no objection to the outcome and
would welcome the opportunity to discuss
the matter with the Council.

The Chairman of the Parish Council
has informed the Beacon that the Coun-
cil had an informal meeting with the
developer on the evening of 28th Janu-

A letter sent to the District Council by the
developer's consultants Robin Bradbeer
Limited (12th January) clarifies the "five
care options to be provided by the devel-
opment” as follows:
Bedrooms only (care centre) 18
Bedsilting rooms (care centre) 12

Small suites (care centre) 11
Apartments (linked to care

centre by a covered access) 6
Independent living units 43

The letter adds: "As you will appreciate
this outline application is for the devel-
opment described at box 3 on the planning
application form and does not seek to fix
the number of units at this stage."

COMPLETE GARDEN MAINTENANCE

MOWING HEDGE CUTTING
PATIOS PONDS
Free estimates
Phone 01452 813738
Mobile 0402 912392

VACUUM CHIMNEY SWEEP
\_  Phone 01452813738

Food, glorious food...

Jane Otway does a spot of advertising
whilst assisting at the children's millen-
nium party. Jane was one of several
villagers and parents who helped out.

End of another
trading era?

From early February onwards the Shet-
land Shop is having a clearance sale.
There will be from 10% to 50% off all
the items in the shop.

For over forty years the Shetland Shop
has been serving the Painswick commu-
nity but with rising prices and the lack of
both local and tourist trade, which all
Painswick shops suffer from, too much
browsing and not enough buying, has fi-
nally taken its toll. We can no longer carry
on as we are; the time for change has
come. The choice of what to do has been
difficult, either to close and lose another
Painswick shop, or to revamp in such a
way as to keep going.

The lack of attractions here for tour-
ists is obvious. With huge increases in
petrol costs there needs to be more than
the beauty of the area to bring people to
Painswick. It has been very hard to come
up with a solution to serve both the popu-
lation of the area and tourism, so the
Shetland Shop will have to change.

From early May, a permanent Rock,
Fossil and Dinosaur Exhibition called
"Wonders from the Earth' will open along
with a smaller shop selling our usual va-
riety of gifts. We will also continue and
hope to expand the picture framing serv-
ice. We would like to thank all our
customers from the past, present and fu-
ture for their patronage.

Paul Gray

'TRUST WILLS'

To coincide with their advertisement in
our pages this month, Trust Wills are of-
fering a special deal for Beacen readers.
When telephoning to arrange a visit from
a consultant, simply quote PB0O100 and
they will be pleased to offer you a 10%
discount on their fixed fee.

GODDARDS GARAGE

Cheltenham Road, Painswick

* Brake Safety Centre

* Full servicing & repair facilities

* Pre-MOT checks/MOTs
arranged

* Ti Crypton engine tuning service

* Petrol/Diesel/Tyres/Exhausts

* Private Hire Taxi

* Paraffin/Coal/Calor Gas/Charcoal

Personal attention for your car

Telephone - 81 2240




PAINSWICK SPORT

Another busy winter of tennis

We are halfway through the winter and
some of the early match results are coming
through. Midway through the Stroud
Winter league Painswick A are leading
Division 1 (eight teams) with 29 points.
Painswick B are in fifth place with 12
points. In Division 2 (nine teams)
Painswick C are fifth with Painswick D
in last place. In the Cheltenham floodlight
league, the A team finished midway in
Division 3 whilst the B team stay firmly
in Division 5.

The Minchinhampton floodlit
tournament finished with the Men’s team
in third place out of five and the Ladies
team fourth placed out of five in their
respective leagues.

The first in-house tournament under
floodlights at Painswick was concluded
Just before Christmas. It proved to be a
considerable success, not least because of
its structore which enabled all standards
to compete. Another similar Tuesday
night tournament began at the end of
January. In addition, on Wednesday
nights there will be the Painswick inter-
club tournament with seven clubs
competing: the tournament will run until
March.

The next social event is a Live Music
Dance at the Painswick Centre on
Saturday 12th February at 8pm. Tickets
arc available from Committee members.

John Barrus

News from the green

Not to be outdone by other Christmas and
millennial activities - or was it an excuse
to extend festivities? - over forty mem-
bers of Painswick Bowling Club gathered
for a party on 5th January,

The new well-heated clubhouse, beau-
tifully laid out with attractive culinary
tit-bits, provided the setting for a midwin-
ter gathering and for members to start
thinking about next season, which gets
underway in less than two months.

The party was also an occasion to bid
farewell to two long-serving and ex-
tremely active members. Norman and
Dorothy Ash have decided to emigrate to
Somerset, having, of course, assessed the
bowling facilities in that area before com-
mitting themselves. Appropriately

Antiques & Pictures

MASTER PICTURE FRAMERS

Offering a complete service for the framing of Tapestries,
Needleworks, Prints, Watercolours, Paintings, ete.
Orwer 800 Mouldings to choose from.
ANTIQUE FURNITURE
RESTORATIONS

and Traditional Upholstery

SHOWROOM
Antigue Fumiure and a large selection of
Framed Picturcs
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
Open Mon - Fri 8.00 am - 5.00 pm
CUSTOMER PARKING
Tel: 01452 307700

Northbrook Road. Off Eastem Avenue (by McDonalds)
Barnwood, Glowcester, GL4 3DP

Norman unveiled a plaque commemorat-
ing the building of the new clubhouse, an
event for which he was consulting archi-
tect/Clerk of Works. Both have been
active members and they will be missed
although their move to Somerset might
provide an opportunity for a short tour.

Over the years Norman has repre-
sented the county, been a sectional
secretary, Honorary Life Vice President,
singles champion, Club representative to
the GBA and consistently overseen the
Club's buildings - leaving a huge gap for
members to fill.

As we look forward to next season
with an excellent green, adequate build-
ings, bar and parking facilities, together
with a full fixture list of leaguc and
friendly matches for single-sex and mixed
teams, we welcome new members.

Subscriptions have been frozen at last
year's level and Friday evenings have
been set aside as open evenings to which
all are invited and can be assured of a
warm welcome in friendly informal sur-
roundings. In the meantime more
information can be obtained from current
members or from Anthony Strickland on
01453 750160.

Keith Hardwidge

Dark blue is the

colour

David and Nick Marsh of the Highlands,
Painswick, are both making great strides
on the rugby field at Oxford University,
Nick has played about 25 times for the first
team, and was on the bench for this sea-
son's Varsity Match against Cambridge.
He was unlucky to miss out on his 'blue’
because an injury cost him his regular
place in the side. He is in his fourth year
but may return next year, giving him a
chance of gaining the coveted blue. He is
one of the few undergraduates in the team.

Younger brother David is in his first
year and has already been selected for the
Whippets, the first year fifteen.

David and Nick are both at Magdalen,
where David is reading Engineering Sci-
ence, and Nick is reading Engineering,
Economics and Management.

Those who know the Marsh family
will be aware that there is a third brother,
Andrew, who was also at Magdalen.

PRE N k. i

David (left) and Nick Marsh
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PAINSWICK SPORT

Painswick's Cup run ends

Painswick’s first fifteen were under-
standably disappointed in failing to reach
the quarter-finals of the national Tetley
Bitter Vase tournament when they lost at
Broadham last week-end (o the Essex side,
Stanford Le Hope. They should not be too
disappointed, however, as they played
with considerable passion in a match
which Cheltenham referee, John Hackett,
said later was a fine example of the rugby
game. Painswick were also aware that the
Essex side was unbeaten this season, not
justin the Vase but also in league matches,

There was a large crowd at the ground
when Painswick ran on to the pitch
wearing their unfamiliar navy blue and
red quarters strip which is also worn by
the Gloucester Club in European matches.
Stanford wore cherry and white shirts
which were very similar to Painswick’s
usual outfit, hence the reason for the local
side’s change of colours. Painswick began
the match in tremendous style with Mark
Henley crossing for a try in the first
minute. Gary Lightfoot converted to give
the home side seven points. Painswick
then went further ahead when Gary
Lightfoot was successful with a penalty
attempt. From this point on the Essex
fifteen began to get their game together
and it was obvious that their backs had
considerable ability. In the period before
half-time, the visitors ran in two fries,
which were both converted, and also

Ladies hockey

Chris Jones is to be congratulated on her
selection as the County’s Second Eleven
goalkeeper. Chris follows in the footsteps
of seven other Painswick Ladies who have
played for Gloucestershire since the Club
was formed in 1982. It is particularly
pleasing for Daphne OQ'Neil, a former
Premier and County level player herself
in Kent and London, who formed the
Club.

Chris has outstanding talent and was
first selected for the County’s under-19
side. Unfortunately her job responsibi-
lities and commitments denied her the
opportunity to proceed any further at that
time. She now has a second chance to
reach the top but her absences could well
cause difficulties for Painswick. As
Daphne explains, “Painswick is a nursery
club and therefore needs a flow of young
new players. They all get a chance for
glory and promotion to a higher level if
they want it”,

Although Daphne is continuing as
Club Chairman and County Committee
member, she is awaiting a hip replacement
operation and therefore retired as a
County umpire at the end of last year -
temporarily it is hoped.

kicked a penalty goal. So at the halfway
point Stanford led by 17 points to 10.

In the second half, roared on by their
supporters, Painswick mounted a number
of attacks but the visitors’ defence was
solid and the home side were denied the
try they desperately needed. To
Painswick’s credit their defence was
equally strong and the crucial score was
not to come until the closing stages of the
game. With barely seven or eight minutes
left of actual playing time, Stanford
launched an inspired movement which
began with the forwards driving down the
slope, only for the ball to be released to
the backs. From here the ball reached the
visitors’ oulstanding full-back who came
outside his threequarter line and ran in for
a try over a distance of some sixty yards
at an exceptional pace. The try was
converted and so, when the final whistle
was blown a few minutes later, Stanford
had won by 24 points to 10.

Painswick had moved into the last
sixteen of the Vase competition by
achieving a convincing win over Liskeard
& Looe at Broadham on 8th January. The
Cornish side was unable to come to terms
with Painswick’s pace and the power of
its pack which laid the foundation for the
victory.

Now that the interest in the Vase is in
the past, the Club must seek to improve
its league performances as the current
position near the bottom of the
Gloucestershire Division One is a matter
of concern. The situation this year is even
more relevant as the league is to be
restructured next season and it is
important that Painswick finish in the top
five places if the first fifteen is to continue
to play at the same level. The defeat
against Westbury by 12 points to 10 was
therefore particularly disappointing.
Painswick can still achieve a top five
placing but they must win their remaining
matches and that will be a hard task.

Results [(L) denotes league match]
Sat 8§ Jan. Vase. Painswick 1st XV 26 Liskeard
& Looe 1st XV 10.

Sat 15 Jan. (L) Westbury 1st XV 12
Painswick 1st XV 10. Painswick United 19

Line-out action from Painswick's cup
match on 29th January

Westhury 2nd XV 14,

Sat 22 Jan. Painswick 1st XV 12 Old
Richians 1st XV 18, Ledbury 2Znd XV 10
Painswick United 54.

Sat 29 Jan. Vase. Painswick 1st XV 10
Stanford Le Hope Ist XV 24

' VALENTINE BOUQUETS '

TULIPS & SCENTED HYACINTHS
beautifully presented with
colourful wrapping & raffia

from £25

Collect or deliver
TO ORDER PLEASE RING:
Frances Fenwick NDSF FSF
Q7771- 655220

Kellavie, Wragg Castle Lane, '
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Kellavie, Wragg Caslle Lane,
Pitchcombe

ELECTRICAL

AND

ALARM

SERVICES

New Installations, Rewires, Exira Sockets,
Lights, Showers, Security Lighting,
Economy 7 Heating, etc.

Professional intruder alarm
systems fitted from £330.
Remote control car alarms
fitted from £70.

Door Entry and Closed
Circuit Television Systems fitted

For a friendly, prompt and
reliable service contact
Steve Gallagher
on Kastington (01453) 791209
ALL WORK
FULLY GUARANTEED WITH
NO ADDED VAT
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('For the rain it
raineth...’

1t has been in the Percival family tradi-
tion to record the weather conditions,
When my husband Claud and I moved
to Painswick fourteen years ago we con-
tinued this practice.

More recently I have only made a
record of the daily rainfall and the an-
nual totals have varied quite remarkably.
For instance, the lowest total annual
rainfall was in 1990 when 25.87 inches
were recorded. In 1993 the total was
35.86 inches. 1999 was quite exceptional
with the total reaching 42.53 inches.

Three months in 1999 recorded ex-
ceptionally high rainfall amounts: in
Januvary 5.30 inches, August 5.70, Sep-
tember 6.14. The September figure was
the highest monthly total recorded over
the period of my residence here in Cots-
wold Mead.

J Percival-German

Stiles appeal

In December an appeal was made by
Jennifer Crook, Chair of the Parish Coun-
cil's Footpath Committee, for donations
to help convert some local stiles so that
they are more easily negotiated by the eld-
erly and infirm. The Parish Council has
informed the Beacon that Painswick Con-
servation Society has offered to meet the
cost of converting the stiles below the
Open Spaces field and off Kingsmead,
about £270, if a corresponding amount is
forthcoming from other sources. Proceeds
from the memorial service to Roy Binney
and a surplus from sales of the Painswick
2000 video have enabled the Society to
make this offer.

People or organisations wishing to
follow in the Conservation Society’s foot-
steps are invited to contact the Parish
Clerk at Painswick Town Hall. (812722).

the memeoir of
a lad growing up
in Fainswick in the 1940s

CHANGING SCENES

has fascinated readers since
its launch

’l could not put it down”
‘It kept me up until 5am"
"I have read it lour times,
it evokes such memories,
can I have four more copies"

at Painswick Post Office,
Londis store and Stroud Bookshop
or from the author

JOHN MERCER

£7.95 post free
Tel. 01453 759635

The car park - residents and
traders have their say

Contrasting views were once again appar-
ent when some thirty residents and traders
attended a public meeting at the Town
Hall on the evening of 25th January,
called to review the effect of the intro-
duction of charging at Stamages Lane car
park last April. Alison Fiske, Principal
Estates Manager of Stroud District Coun-
cil, and John Lindsay, Gloucestershire
County Council's Traffic Manager, were
in attendance, assessing whether local ex-
periences were such as to warrant ending
the charging or introducing other meas-
ures. Terry Parker chaired the meeting.
The decision to introduce or rescind
parking charges lies with the District
Council, but Mr Lindsay explained that
the County Council monitors traffic haz-
ards and has the power to make
"recommendations or directives” to SDC.
Those in favour of charging argued
that the fees are modest ones which the
well-off residents of Painswick can eas-
ily afford, and that the charges deter
long-stay parking by ramblers and others
and thereby free up space for the tourists
on whom trade so much depends. The
former point was put vividly by Revd Bob
Miles, who said that "Painswick must be
the meanest-minded place there is" if peo-
ple refuse to pay 10p for an hour's parking.
The point about tourism was put with
equal force by Mr and Mrs French, own-
ers of Painswick Woodcrafts, They said
that visitors to their shop now express
pleasure at the ease of parking in
Painswick, and they contrasted the fee
with the amount charged at other places
where it is as much as 30p for half an hour.
In contrast, other residents referred to
the increased traffic hazards and claimed
that the reduced use of the car park had
nothing to do with meanness. People had
"voted with their feet" and it was absurd
to have a situation where severe on-street
parking and traffic-flow problems went
side-by-side with a half-empty car park.
Former District Councillor David Harcup
was scathing about that council's motives,
saying that they would "fight tooth and
nail" to keep their income, and that they
hadn't done a proper survey. His own sur-
vey, he said, had shown 90% to be against
the charging. A letter from current Dis-
trict Councillor Joan Nash was read out,

claiming that the charging policy simply
pushed people into the road and encour-
aged them to go to Tesco instead of
shopping locally.

There were differing views also on the
extent to which a problem had existed
before last April. Alison Fiske said that
patrol officers had reported that there were
very few spaces in the car park and that
the Parish Council had frequently drawn
attention fo this problem. Some residents
counter-argued that they had lived here
for years without experiencing much dif-
ficulty in parking there except perhaps at
some weekends and during August. This
prompted Ann Daniels to recall that the
Parish Council had requested charging at
weckends rather than during the week,
and she asked Alison Fiske whether such
an arrangement was a possibility. Ms
Fiske simply replied 'no'.

No decisions were made but John
Lindsay gave a broad hint when he said
that he was minded not to seek the rein-
statement of free parking but to introduce
some limited on-street restrictions so as
to reduce the traffic hazards.

Staff of St Mary's Home made a plea
for special dispensation. They said that
as public servants it was unfair to ask them -
to meet the cost of all-day parking, and
they could not afford to do so. It was es-
pecially unfair, they said, for a second
payment to be made when one person
took over from another at the end of a
shift. Ms Fiske said it wasn't her decision
but that SDC might consider making a
concession in their case.

Vandalism in the |

Parish Church

Last year, in two separate incidents, the
glass panels in the west facing doors of
the church porch were maliciously dam-
aged. On 21st January this year, one of
the recently restored panels was again
deliberately broken.

If you can cast any light on who may
be responsible, please, in confidence,
pass on the names to me or the church-
wardens, or, better still, the police.

Revd Bob Miles
% J

URGENT

CLEANER WANTED
for

TOWN HALL PAINSWICK

Minimum 2 hours per week
Please telephons

812722 or 812941

DON'T LEAVE IT TO CHANCE
Leave il to the ones you love and Make a WL

@ TRUST WilLS OFFER A HOME
WIBIT, FIXED PEE, WiLl WRITING
SERVICE ENSURING YOUR LOVED
ONES WILL BE PROVIDED FOR
ACCORDING TO YOUR WISHES.

® WE ALSO PROVIDE ENDURING
POWERS OF ATTORNEY AND LIV-
NG WILLS

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

0800-279-0405




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Painswick Centre

From I Dicks, Vicarage Street:

I feel I must write this letter as a member
of Painswick Club for forty years. The
Club has now been closed for fourteen
months and all we read of in the Beacon
is that the new Painswick Centre is strug-
gling financially and that the trustees are
to launch a millennium appeal. It is a pity
that some of the people helping to run the
new Painswick Centre and the trustees did
not give the same support to the ex-Club
committee. This committee were paying
a substantial rent to the trustees and would
have been glad of some professional help
to deal with their finances. Now the Club
is closed this rent is lost and must add to
the trustees’ burden.

I, like many others, feel that the Club
should be re-opened on a similar basis as
it used to be and become the social centre
of Painswick. I fear that the new centre
will be opened for a select group of peo-
ple and not as it should be for the majority.
Perhaps the Centre Committes could com-
ment on this and tell us exactly what is
planned and when it will happen.

(In the absence of the Chairman of the
Painswick Centre Mangament Commit-
tee the Beacon asked the Deputy
Chairman, Keith Hardwidge, if he wished
to comment. Mr Hardwidge said the con-
cerns of Mr Dicks and others were noted.
The committee is working on a detailed
three-year plan which they hope will re-
assure Mr Dicks about future prospects
for the Centre. They expect to have it
ready to publish in a month or two.)

'Care Village'

From Nora Regan, Stamages Lane:

Care Centre is just a name for a commer-
cial proposition which will be advertised
nationally to accommodate approximately
100 elderly people, creating a great im-
balance in the village. Accommodation
cannot be reserved for when and if local
people need it. The proposed shared ex-
penses for the residents - for the upkeep
of houses, grounds and staff - are approxi-
mately £30 per week over and above

A.d. BULLINGHAM
LANDSCAPE &
GARDEN SPECIALIST
All aspecis of garden wnrlr undertah-n
» Ponds * Patios B P
s Brickwork 5 :- :
» Dry Stone Walling S
= Turfing » Plating

s Fancing
= Trea Surgery

01452 813155
S sl o senres

The Beacon welcomes letters from
readers on subjects of local interest.
Short letters are more likely to be in-
cluded. Long letters will be summarised
or edited, as will those containing com-
ments that the Beacon considers
unsuitable for publication.

normal living expenses, depending on the
number of occupants; less houses - more
expensive. It is generally agreed that the
proposed outline plan is over-develop-
ment.

The nursing home dominates the site
and its surroundings by its height and ar-
chitectural style which is not in keeping
with its AONB designated surroundings
or the village of Painswick. Because the
plot is on a steep hill, the proposed nurs-
ing home - already three stories high - will
appear to be at least five stories high. To

put this large overpowering building and

the surrounding density of buildings, as
applied for on this sensitive site, would
cause great and adverse criticism and dis-
iress to both inhabitants and visitors.

(Mrs Regan goes on to acknowledge the
need for new houses and advocates dwell-
ings of different sizes at the site, some for
the elderly and some family-sized houses.
She also regards Gyde House as being
much more suitable for a nursing home
because of its situation and the philan-
thropic attitude of its benefactor)

From Carole Ross, Queens Mead:

The Shire Hall Accident Investigation and
Prevention Department database records
25 accidents on the A46 from Stamages
Lane to Kingsmill Lane between 1.1.90
and 20.11.99. Fifteen of these accidents
resulted in injury, one fatal. The remain-
ing ten "damage only" figure could be
higher as a collision with Lullingworth's
wall and another known incident are not
shown on the print-out. (Shire Hall sug-
gests they were not reported to the police)

The Care Village outline planning
application for 30 ensuite bedrooms and
17 apartments, surrounded by 43 living
units (with integral garages!) surprisingly
states: "Existing traffic flows for the A46
Stroud Road have not been obtained from
Gloucestershire County Council. How-
ever, site observations would suggest that
this section of road between Stroud is rela-
tively lightly trafficked. The A46isnota
strategic route and the M5 motorway to
the west of Painswick provides a faster
route between Stroud and Gloucester”
(2.12).

It is a pity Richmond Healthcare did
not consider the excellent traffic census
produced during October and November
1996 by John Sutton. His table shows that
a daily average of 8,500 vehicles pass
through the village between 7am and 7pm.

PLANNING
APPLICATIONS

Applications

= Lady Jane Residential Home, Longridge
Court, Bulls Cross. Change of use and altera-
tion of double garage to form staff flat.

»  The Fieldings, Slad. Extensions to dwell-
ing. Revised pedestrian access.

» The Lamp House, Victoria Street. Crea-
tion of self-contained one bedroomed flat on
1st and 2nd floor of house, with construction
of external steps.

« Pound House, Gloucester Street. Erection
of ground floor extension to include bedroom
and conservatory.

= Hilles House, Edge. Erection of dry stone
walling column topped by dovecot to either
side of entrance to drive.

Revised Plan

« The Lamp House, Victoria Street. (see
above) Main changes: Revised position of
external staircase and revised porch.

Consent

= Woodleigh, Jack's Green, Sheepscombe.
2 storey side extension.

= Beacon House, New Street. Replacement
fireplace in dining room.

= Hoyland House, Gyde Road. Installation
of 15m lamppost style radio transmitter and
cabinet.

= Woodside Cottage, Elcombe. Erection of
2 storey extcnsion.

» Madison House, New Street. Introduciion
of partition and wall.

= Pyll House Farm, Jack's Green. Erection
of four new calf rearing pens.

Refusal

»  Land at Jack's Green, Sheepscombe. Erec-
tion of one dwelling wilh consulting room on
ground floor.

OAKLEY
GARDEN SERVICES

Q¥
For all your garden needs

MOBILE: 07979 590818
TEL/FAX: (01452) 814509

Allen Hale
Your local stockist for
The Real Meat Company

Allen Hale
New House, Friday Street
Painswick. Tel 01452 813613

BRINGING YOU FLAVOUR
WITHOUT EQUAL.
WELFARE WITHOUT COMPROMISE




It's time to book your place at the
annual village quiz

An event that always goes with fizz
Is the annual Beacon Village Quiz.

Which just goes to show that we should
stick to writing mundane things like the
Parish Council News.

Anyway, the above at least serves as
a reminder that it's time to book your
places on the Quiz, which this year is on
Saturday 18th March, starting promptly
at 7.15pm in the Painswick Centre (in
what we believe is now called - appropri-
ately! - the Beacon Room).

We are hoping as usual to welcome a
full house of Painswick clubs and socie-
ties to this fun event. As well as our shield
awarded annually to the winners, there
will be prizes for the first, second and third
teams, and also a prize for the team with

the most appropriate dress or mascot. So
we are looking forward to seeing the cur-

rent champions, 5t Mary's Church, togged |

up as gargoyles (no comment please) and
the WI impersonating jam jars.

As usual it will be for teams of four,
and we are pleased to announce that yet
again we have kept the entry fee at just
£12 per team. Where else could you have
a great evening's entertainment, includ-
ing substantial refreshments al half time,
for just £3 per person?

The door (and bar) will be open from
6.45pm.

You will find a tear-off slip at the bot-
tom of the diary. To be sure of a place,
please send your team's entry in as soon
as possible. Please contact the editor on
814500 if vou need more details.

Painswick 100 years ago

At the Rural District Council Mr A Bailey,
sanitary inspector, reported on the broken
bottles and tins scattered over the road at
Painswick Common. Mr Ayres agreed
that it was a disgrace but stated that this
matter had been reported before and there
was some doubt about responsibility. The
surveyor was instructed to have the refuse
removed.

Dr Balfour Fergusson received in-
structions from Headquarters at
Gloucester to examine members of the
Royal Engineers Corps who were going
to the front. The doctor appeared at the
School Board meeting in smart uniform
and he was complimented upon his mili-

tary appearance.

Richard R Gittins
Building Contractor

Stone Masonry Work : Exfensions :
Roofing & Maintenance Work

Tel: 01452-814475
Reg. NHBC and DSWA

Beechdene. Jacks Green, i‘
Sheepscombe |

THE GARDEN PLAN
Landscaping Patios Fencing
Trees Borders General Maintenance
How does your garden grow?
FREE ESTIMATES
GENERAL AND SPECIFIC PROJECT WORK
Stuart Colley

Painswick
Mobile: 07932 972675 Tel: 01452 814379
stuart @ upperwashwell.netscapeonline.co.uk

"Holy Street" was the latest name ap-
plied to New Street. The street had been
watered in the course of steamroller op-
erations by water obtained from the
Baptist Chapel. There had been a baptism
recently and the holy water had been uti-
lised in the road work outside.

During the previous few weeks sick-
ness had been rife in Painswick - Russian
influcnza was onc of the ailments - and
many had been brought to death's door,
whilst others had crossed the threshold.
Richard Ireland of Hillfoot would be
missed from his accustomed place in
church, where he had served faithfully as
sidesman and churchwarden.

For four days, in spite of a snowstorm,
Mr Maurice Ireland ran his bus to
Gloucester. On Wednesday the 21st the
bus got stuck in a snow drift at the Brimps,
at Upten St Leonard, well known as one
of the most exposed places in the district.
The occupants of the bus, anticipating
trouble, had taken shovels with them, and
had to dig their way out in order to pro-
ceed. Nevertheless it took four horses to
pull the load up Painswick Hill.

Painswick was not free from excess
water either. There had been a tremen-
dous rush of water from Damsell's Flour
Mill and a large volume collected around
the town's two 'upper mills', which were
situated on a lower level. As a result, the
lower portions of Savory's and Reed's
mills were flooded, whilst damage was
done to the surrounding property which
for some hours was under water. Fortu-
nately the water level soon lowered but
considerable litter remained to be cleared
away. Messrs Watkins' Pin Mill was simi-
larly affected and was closed for several
days.

John Bailey

'HOLY JOE'

The following review of the Croft
School's Christmas performance of 'Holy
Joe’ was written by Croft pupil Annabel
Sidwell:

"Fantastic!"

"It was brilliant!"

"T didn't think that you could do bet-
ter than last year, but you proved me
wrong!"

These are just a few of the quotes that
our audience conjured up after experienc-
ing our Christmas play, 'Holy Joe', which
we performed on &th and 9th December.
The hall looked especially Christmassy,
decked with ivy and real ribbon. I was
backstage, helping Mrs Bedford with the
music, and from where I was I would have
said the same. The choir looked very
smart with ties and white shirts, and sang
beautifully. The angels looked really
glamorous with glittering hair dos and
silver halos, The Three Wise Guys, played
by Daniel Creed, Darren Wheatley and
Tom Smee, were in my opinion one of
the funniest scenes. Not only did they
look good, they performed brilliantly.
Another of my favourite scenes was Her-
od's Palace in which Antony Creed starred
as King Herod and Kirsty Kemmet as Mrs
Herod. Unfortunately I didn't see much
of this part because there is a lot of music
needed for the dancers, jugglers and gym-
nasts, who looked stunning in their outfits,

Behind stage, teachers worked hard at
getting people on and off, while Mrs Skin-
ner kept the choir in time. The costumes
were made by Mrs Ratcliffe and Mrs
Cowley who busied themselves with nee-
dle and thread. There were also a lot of
parents who helped in the costume mak-
ing. (I remember the title of the letter we
took home very clearly. Eighty costumes
in two weeks? No problem!)

The two main stars of the show were
Mary and Joseph, played by Lizzie
Chapman and Bradley Towell.

RESTHAVEN

Resthaven, Pitchcombe, Nr Stroud,
Gloucestershire GL6 6LS.
Telephone: Painswick (01452) 812682

RESIDENTIAL/NURSING HOME
SHORT & LONG TERM &
RESPITE CARE -
SINGLE ROOMS
PRIVATE CHAPEL
BEAUTIFULSETTING OVERLOOKING
THE PAINSWICK VALLEY

Resthaven Home of Healing Ltd
Regd. Charity No. 235354




1st JANUARY 2000

A reminder of the village photograph taken on New Year's Day, when several hundred residents and friends gathered for this unique
occasion, More than 200 people have purchased various sized prints of the photo, taken by Ian Sadler of Five valleys photography.

Dawn Mallinson of the Patchwork Mouse says she will be pleased to take further orders for prints and pass them on to Mr Sadler.

PENTECOST 2000

Pentecost 2000 will be a huge, extrava-
gant millennium celebration at Chelten-
ham Racecourse on Saturday 10th Tune,
organised by Churches Together Around
Gloucestershire. Numerous activities for &

all ages, speakers, acts of worship,

workshops, seminars, and a huge tent 888

village, will culminate with an
evening gig by Delirious and other 1

bands and a laser show. There willbe T ™
creches and play areas and many events
to join in with or to watch, and things to

buy. Watch this space for further details.

P2k is planning transport to and from
the racecourse from all areas and neced
some idea how many seats would be re-
quired. Please contact Jane Robinson
k. on 812590 if you think you would
i like to use their service. They hope
f to have two or three return journey
P times and the entrance wristbands

allow re-entry.

#% Tickets to the evening event are extra:
and will be subsidised for Gloucestershire
people, so look out to get your ticket early

Bullding Repairs
Painting & Decorating

Carpentry

T MIFFLIN

Enqguiries Welcome
Telephone Painswick 8138606

THE COTTAGE CLINIC

Physiotherapy & Sports

before the nation gets them!
Injuries Clinic
Painswick

BEWARE THE

GARDENER'S BACK!

Ann Williams and
Libby Graesser
PAINSWICK (01452) 812344

ber of the Or of Chartered
Physiotherapists in Private Practice

| PAH&%@MK

H™ T E L

| KEMPS LANE, PAINSWICK

GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL6 8YB
TEL: (014521 812160
FAX: (01452) 814059

"The Cotswolds Best Kept Secret”

A light lunch. A quiet dinner with friends.
A family party. Prepared by our Award
Winning Team of Chefs

Saperb Luncheon
Served Datly 12.30 - 2.00pm
2 courses £13.00, 3 Courses £16.00
| Traditional 3 Course Sunday Luncheon
f £17.50

I Dinner Menu

2 courses £23.00, 3 Courses £26.00
The best of Cotswold mear, game, Severn
salmon and Vale of Evesham vegetables

Or simply relax by a roaring log fire and enjoy
lhe peace and beauty of the Hotel with our
Delicious Afternoon Tea Menu
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Notes from the Painswick Beacon

Conservation Group

A committee meeting was held in the
Church Rooms on 24th November 1999.
In addition to the chairman, secretary and
publicity officer, representatives of the
scrub clearers, Painswick Parish Council
and English Nature were present.

The chairman, Cedric Nielsen, made
a welcome announcement that Mr
Amaury Blow had kindly agreed to pay
£100 a year to the Conservation Group.
This will provide a much appreciated ad-
dition to our funding.

The representative of Painswick Par-
ish Council, Malcolm Watts, offered to
explore the possibility of a joint meeting
with the local Bird Club so that an out-
side speaker on this topic could be invited.

** By the Way **
Following last month's By the Way’
poser, Paul Griffiths has written to point
ourt that readers may find it difficult to
obtain a pint at the 'Brewers’ in
Stonehouse, or even to find it, because it
has been demolished as a result of recent
road works! Paul offers his tribute to lo-
cal hostelries past and present with an
added verse to Frank Mansell's 'Cotswold
Choice":

By Gloucester House and Buichers,

By Plough and by the Star,

By the Adam and Cross Hands,
In all I've had a jar.
by 'Imbiber’

So, inevitably, this month's offering
asks you to locate some of the above, plus
a couple of others.

Do you know where the Plough and
the Star were? Or the Adam and Eve and
the Cross Hands? And how about two
New Inns? Answers: page 12.

by Rambler

HOME 'n' DRY

‘DRY CLEANS CARPETS’

ABSOLUTELY NO DRYING
TIME! - Guaranteed

[7] Deep Clean and remove soil & spots

E Lift and rejuvenale carpet pile
E Leave vour carpets with a clean fresh scent
[] Benefit Asthma & Dust Allergy sufferers

E Leave your rooms ready for immediate use

r 1

J157i]
Uphelstery Cleaning

For a free, no obligation guotation call

The ongoing discussions about the
proposed notice boards continued during
the meeting. Since the Cotswold Way is
now a recognised Trail there will be
money available to improve it. The meet-
ing agreed that the notice boards will be
mounted on stone plinths,

A letter has been written to the Parish
Council to thank them for generously
agreeing to finance the board which will
be placed near to the walkers' car park.
However, further funding will be needed
beyond that, which may come from na-
tional tunding, arranged by English Na-
ture. The chairman was asked if he would
approach other interested groups. It was
noted that the Golf Club had already gen-
erously agreed to make a contribution.
Local funds are likely to be required to
finance the stone supports and the chair-
man agreed to approach local builders to
obtain estimates for the erection of these
pillars. It is expected that these boards
will be in place by next spring.

The clearance of scrub from the Bea-
con continues. Grass cuttig near the 16th
fairway and bramble and scrub clearing
near the 15th green has been greatly as-
sisted by the Golf Club. Further clearing
is scheduled for 22nd February. By the
time these notes appear in the Beacon
another session on 23rd January will have
been completed.

Duncan McKenzie

01452 612229 or 6370 437777

Thank vou

Although not born in Painswick, we have
lived here the best part of our lives to-
gether, and consider it a privilege to be
nominated 'Painswickians of the Year'
We would like to convey our sincere
thanks to the Beacon Committee and to
the many kind people of Painswick who
have supported us over the years at
Ashwell House.

Charles and Margaret Say

Space travel with
the Brownies

To celebrate the start of the new millen-
nium the Brownies recently spent a fun
fact-finding evening "travelling through
space”.

After an energetic game of "shuttle
launcher” the Brownies, armed with their
own space passports, started to collect
information about the planets. Strange
carrot-like alien creatures appeared dur-
ing the evening but we weren't quite sure
which planet they came from. We all then
returned safely to earth, having enjoyed
our space travel.

At present our pack is full. We have
twenty-six Brownies and a growing wait-
ing list. Brownies start at 7 years old. We
always welcome new members and if any-
one wishes their daughter to join our lively
pack, pease put their names down as early
as possible.

Patsy Ratcliffe (813854),
Pam Currier (§13450)

A group of Brownies with space passports and aliens. From the left: Harriet George,

Georgia Taylor, Hayley Doolan, Rosebud Moir, Matilda Ffrench, Rebecca Youngs

MICHAEL NYE
Fine Wooc]wovl-:inq

Beautiful furniture, kitchens,
cupboards, doors, windows, boats,
musical instruments ...

==YOUR IDEAS BECOME REALITY==

Tel. Edge 01452 814372

G J HOGG
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Interior and Exterior Painfing
Wallpapering, Glazed Tiling

Estimates Free
8 Upper Washwell
Painswick
Glos. GL6 607
Telephone
PAINSWICK 812505
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‘Women's World
Day of Prayer

Four services are being held in this area
on the Women's World Day of Prayer,
Friday 3rd March. Each service has a
different speaker. The details are:
10am Ashwell House. Coffee fol-
lowed by service at 10.30.
Speaker: Margaret Hampshire.
2.30pm Sheepscombe Methodist Church.
Speaker: Sister Ruth Hinch.
Church of Our Lady and St
Therese, Painswick. Speaker
Pat Harris.
7.30pm St James's Church, Cranham.
Speaker Barbara Calvert.
All are welcome to the services - not
Jjust women.
This year's service has been pre-

65pm

|~Emn:l:l by Christian women of Indoncsia.j

London coach

The next coach outing to London will be
on Wednesday 15th March. Tt will leave
Stamages Lane car park at 8.30am, set-
ting down at Harrods, Knightsbridge, at
about 11.15am, and the National Gallery,
Trafalgar Square, at 11.30am. The return
Jjourney will be from Trafalgar Square
only at 6.30pm. The fare is £9.

Bookings for the coach (cash or
cheque made payable to Painswick L &
B Outings) should be made with Joan
Truman, Little Place, Hollyhock Lane,
Painswick, GL6 6XH. Enquiries to Joan
Truman (813965) or Pauline Berry
(813227).

Dark thoughts (part 1)

"I shall think of the Beacon whenever
there is a power failure!"
Explanation: see page 12

Fast & Efficient Service
Limited Companies
Partnerships & Sole Traders
For all your Accounting, Tax
and Business Advice

Telephone 01452 812075

Local fund-raising for the Brooke
Hospital for Animals

Happy New Year to everyone who has
been involved with fund raising for the
Brooke Hospital.

Our sale on 13th November, together
with a few items that we sent to auction,
raised £634.10. If we include the £1010
previously raised and the £410 raised by
Rosie Burstal's coffee morning, the total
for 1999 comes to £2054.10. This, we are
sure readers will agree, is an amazing
amount and could not have been raised
without your generosity.

Recent figures show that, on average,
each treatment costs the Brooke Hospital
just £1.86 and as all the money raised is
spent on these veterinary costs, it can be
seen that we have helped a considerable
number of horses and donkeys this year.
The largest number of cases were wounds,
followed by heat stroke caused by the
animals working in 120F heat, and thirdly
tetanus, a condition which is inoculated
against in this country, but as the average
family income is just 75 pence per day in
the countries where Brooke works, it is
100 expensive for many people to afford.

At the end of November, Jill, who has
been fund-raising for the Brooke Hospi-
tal for many years, was invited by
Viscount Brookeborough to a luncheon
reception at the House of Lords, which
was sponsored by the Jean Sainsbury

Open Garden

The garden of Trench Hill, home of Celia
and Dave Hargrave, will be open on Sun-
day 20th February, 1lam to Spm.
Snowdrops, hellebores and cyclamen
should be much in evidence, and the
Hargraves hope that people will support
their continuing efforts for charity, which
last year raised over £1500.

Trench Hill is between Sheepscombe
and Cranham and, coming from Pains-
wick, is situated to the left of the road from
the Park to Sheepscombe via Damsells
Mill. Tt will be signposted.

For private visits by individuals or
groups please ring 01452 814306.

THE PAINSWICK PHARMACY

NEW STREET. Tel. PAINSWICK (01452) 812263

OPENING TIME:

MONDAY TO FRIDAY

9.00 - 1.00 AND 2.00 - 6.00
SATURDAY

9.00 - 1.00

foundation. Jill kindly invited me along
as her guest. The reception took place on
the terrace of the House of Lords which
has wonderful views of the Thames and
the London Eye. It was a lovely day which
gave us the chance to meet the Brooke
fund-raising staff and to learn more about
what the money we raise is actually do-
ing. The important news of the day was
that the Charities Commission had
changed the remit for the Brooke enabling
them to now operate world-wide. As a
result, the Brooke will be expanding op-
erations into Ethiopia later this year.
Ethiopia was chosen as the country most
in need as there are over 10,000 equines
but only 300 vets!

We hope readers will continue to sup-
port us this year. We really are grateful
for your support and generosity. A spe-
cial thank you must go to Joan Vickers of
Edge who kindly allows us to use her
chapel to store everything between our
fund-raising events and makes it possible
for us to accept donations of goods at any
time during the year. Please keep us in
mind when you are having your next
clear-out.

Our next sale will be in early April at
the Town Hall and this will be followed
by a sale outside the Subscription Rooms
in Stroud. We shall announce the dates
nearer the time. As usual Jill and I will be
happy to collect any bits and pieces you
may be able to spare us, and we may be
contacted on 813329 or 812340 respec-
tively. Many thanks.

Michele Phillips (and Jill Alder)

LONDIS STORES
ST MARY'S STREET
PAINSWICK
O1452 813237

Please Miss, Jimmie's reading about Londis Stores.

Yes | am because they seem to sell everything
you need and they open
from 7.00am to 8.00pm every weekday
and 8.00am to 8.00pm on Sundays.

Thank you Jimmie I know, I do all
my shopping there,
they truly are the best value locally.
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