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Painswickians of
the Year

The Beacon is delighted to name Margaret and Charles Say as
our joint Painswickians of the Year for 1999,

Last June, the Beacon featured the celebrations at the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the opening of Ashwell House. Our article
conveyed the appreciation of numerous people for the vital role
that Margaret has played as warden for the whole of those twenty-
five years, often going well beyond the call of duty in providing
friendship, care and interesting activities for the residents of the
centre. Everyone who enters Ashwell House is struck by the
happy atmosphere and to a large extent we have Margarel to
thank for this.

It is difficult to accept that Margaret's husband Charles has
no official role at Ashwell. Until he retired five years ago he had
a demanding full-time job as an area manager for a national com-
pany, but both before and since then he has been deeply involved
at Ashwell, helping to arrange many of the activities and shar-

ing in the organisation.

As most people know, Charles and
Margaret are long-time members of the
Salvation Army, and, true to Sally Army
traditions, they believe strongly in 'faith
in action’. Margaret teaches in the Sun-
day School at the Citadel in Gloucester,

and Charles has also shared in this activ- -

ity. Currently Charles gives a lot of time
to voluntarily helping the 'down and outs'
of Gloucester. Since his retirement he has
worked in the soup kitchen there, prepar-
ing food, and providing clothes and
sleeping bags for those sleeping rough.
Hc says the work is difficult and upset-
ting, with drink and drugs a frequent
problem, but it is pleasing when people
make good and return to say thank vou.

Margaret and Charles are a delightful
couple who have brought pleasure and
help to all who have had the fortune to
come into contact with them. We are sure
all readers will join us in wishing them a
happy and healthy New Year.

(Please see also page 15)

Margarei and Charles Say

VIEWS DIFFER OVER
STROUD ROAD PLANS

Sharply differing views about the Local
Plan and the application for a 'care vil-
lage' north of Cotswold Mead were
evident at a public meeting in the Town
Hall on 15th December.

The submission of an outline applica-
tion for development of the nursing home
site and a detailed application for the con-
version of Gyde House had coincided
with publication of the deposit version of
the District Council's Local Plan, and the
Town Hall was packed with residents

keen to hear more about these proposals.

and to make their own views known.
The meeting was chaired by Parish

Council Chairman Terry Parker, and was

attended by District Council planning of-
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ficers Karen Dixon and Baljit Tiwana,
who provided some background informa-
tion about the Local Plan. Terry Parker
informed the meeting that the County’s
Council’s Structure Plan has already
passed through these stages and has now
been approved by Environment Minister
John Prescott. The Local Plan must con-
form to the Structure Plan.

The Gyde House application was dis-

-cussed first, and attracted the least

comment, Residents raised few questions

- about the application, which involves the

conversion of the property into eighteen
separate housing units, This gave rise,
however, to questions as to why ten "af-
fordable housing™ units had been switched
in the Local Plan from Gyde Road to the
Stroud Road (Cotswold Mead) site, and
why they were now targeted on the eld-
erly rather than young families. There was
a lengthy debate about the extent of the
need for affordable housing in Painswick,
whether it was a realistic aim, who if was
for, and where it should be sited. The
Vicar of Painswick, Bob Miles, made an
impassioned plea for a younger commu-
nify. He said that when he first came to
Painswick it was a throbbing, working
community, but it had declined and be-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Council Meeting on

15th December
Reported by Alan Bamber

The greater part of this meeting was
taken up with debates on the Local
Plan and planning applications which
are described in other pages.

Youth Club

Council Chairman Terry Parker said he
had asked a member of the County Youth
Service to come to a meeting invelving
the Youth Club Leader Jenny Broadbank
and the Secretary of the Rugby Club to
discuss arrangements for the continuation
of the Club and use of the recreation field
pavilion. He said that one of the County's
youth leaders was planning to attend some
club sessions in the new year to assess its
future prospects.

(Problems have arisen because finan-
cial support from a local benefactor will
no longer be available in the next finan-
cial year, and the County Council has
indicated that it will not be able to meet
the salary costs of the leader and her as-
sistant. The Parish Council recently
decided to earmark £3000 of its 2000/1
budget in case external funding is una-

vailable. Another element in the equation
is that the Youth Club has been renting
the recreation field pavilion from the
Rughby Club, who have held the pavilion
on a long lease from the Parish Council.
This arrangement is to cease early in the
new vear, as the Council has required the
Rugby Club to surrender its licence by 1st
February and hand back the pavilion in
good condition.)

Malcolm Watts questioned whether
money should be spent on decorating the
pavilion when there was a doubt as to its
future use. but the general view was that
the onus was on the Rugby Club to return
the property in good condition.

New Millennium Funds
Keith Hardwidge presented a report of the
working party that has been assessing the
allocation of the remaining funds to new
millennium projects. The total money set
aside for such projects was £4500, com-
prising £3000 in 1999-2000 and £1500
in 2000-2001. Funds had already been al-
located to: Medals for school children -
£1400, Victorian Market - £1000,
Painswick Centre - materials to the value
of £500; leaving a balance of £1600 to be
allocated to the new bids.

The Working Party Report stated that

there had been seven new bids totalling
over £5000, and decided to allocate funds
to them as follows: Sheepscombe seat
£200, Edge seat £200, children's party
£200 (conditional on it involving the
whole parish), New Year's Day celebra-
tion £200, table on Painswick Beacon
£400, lighting of St Mary's steeple £400.
No money was allocated to mugs for Slad
children because the other children's al-
locations were for the whole parish.

In summary, the Working Party report
states that £1600 has been allocated to
one-off activities for children (medals and
party), £1200 for one-off activities for
adults (Market and party), and £1700 for
permanent community features (seats,
Beacon table, St Mary's and Painswick
Centre)

Stamages Lane Car Park

Terry Parker announced that a public
meeting will be held at the Town Hall on
Tuesday 25th January, 7pm, to discuss
charging at Stamages Lane car park to-
gether with the related problems of
on-street parking and the provision of al-
ternative off-street parking. The County
Traffic Manager John Lindsay will be
present, as will Ms Alison Fiske of Stroud
District Council.
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Boxing Day walk

The annual Boxing Day Parish Council
footpath walk took place on Monday 27th
December with twenty-five adults and
two young people setting out from
Stamages Lane car park: unusually, there
were no dogs with the party.

The route took the walkers across
Broadham Fields, past Washbrook and
Upper Dorey’s Mills before eventually
coming to Sevenleaze Lane near
Podgewell Cottage. From here the walkers
made their way to Holcombe, returning

to the village along Holcombe Lane after
some two hours at approximately mid-
day,

The weather had been ideal for
walking but the extremely wet conditions
underfoot had meant a variation to the
planned route which was to have brought
the walkers back via Spoonbed.

Parish Skip service

During 2000 Stroud District Council will
be providing skips for household rubbish
on the following dates and at the stated
sites:

17-20 March. Slad. Car park site.

24-27 March. Edge. Location to be
notified.

7-10 April. Sheepscombe. Village Hall
car park

5-8 May. Painswick. Hyett Orchard.
8-11 September. Edge. Location to be
notified.

29 Sept - 2 October. Sheepscombe.
Village Hall Car Park.

20-23 October. Painswick. Stamages
Lane car park.

17-20 November. Slad. Car park site.

Max Knowles

PG Dir CGLI (ADv)

I Stonemason and Conservator

SPECIALIST IN LIME MORTARS FOR
REPATR AND CONSOLIDATION

#  SITE SURVEYS AND CONSULTANCY

b=

ARCHITECTURAL CARVING

# SYMPATHETIC STONE CLEANING

% BESPOKE HEADSTONES

% CARVING COMMISSIONS

5 Glencairn Park Rd. Cheltenham Glos GL50 INA
Telffax (01242) 242242




PAINSWICK WELCOMES THE THIRD MILLENNIUM

Painswick celebrated the dawn of the new
millennium in some style, when an enor-
mous gathering of villagers, relatives and
friends converged on Victoria Square
around midday on 1st January. Estimates
of the number varied - some reckon sev-
eral hundred, others as many as a
thousand. At all events, the number
caused something of a headache for the
organisers of the planned community pho-
tograph, and it seemed for some time that
it would be impossible to fit everyone in
one picture. The throng was eventually
assembled in the war memorial area of
the churchyard and the photo taken from
a vantage point in a house opposite, in
New Street. The picture was taken by Ian
Sadler of Five Valleys Photography and
it will shortly be on sale around the vil-
lage.

Mulled wine and 'puppy dog pie' were
freely available, and the joyful occasion
was enhanced by a live jazz band, and
colourful balloons for children. Many
people have remarked on the excellent
organisation and the wonderful commu-
nity atmosphere that prevailed, and a
frequent comment was the hope that we
don't have to wait a thousand years for
the next such occasion!

Great credit is due to the main organ-
isers of the event - Paul Stamp, Anthony
Robinson, Bob Shea, David Ryland,
Libhy Graesser and Edward Young. They
were supported financially and in practi-
cal ways by several Painswick businesses
and other welb-wishers, as well as by the
Parish Council.

On New Year's Eve many hundreds
of villagers groped their way up
Painswick Beacon for the lighting of the
bonfire at 8pm. This was another happy

occasion, though it was a pity that the
night was damp and misty, making it
muddy underfoot and difficult to see very
far.

Throughout the evening bonfires were
lit on beacons all over the couniry, and
locally there were also bonfires at
Sheepscombe and Slad. The Slad event
was unique in that the New Year was ush-
ered in at 12.20am. (The village, having
presumably declared temporary inde-
pendence, calculated that 'Slad time' is
twenty minutes behind GMT) The light-
ing of their bonfire was followed by a
spectacular firework display. Fireworks
were also much in evidence in other local
meeting places and private gardens.

Quite a number of keen souls returned
to (or stayed at) the top of Painswick Bea-
con to welcome the dawn of the new year,
and they were rewarded by the sight of a
spectacular sunrise.

Local pubs and restaurants were
largely given over to private functions on
New Year's Eve, but towards midnight a
sizeable crowd took to the open air and
there was a festive atmosphere in the cen-
tre of Painswick as the champagne corks
popped.

In the midst of this revelry many peo-
ple took time to remember the religious
implications of the year 2000. The local
churches had distributed millennium can-
dles ta every household in Painswick, and
just before midnight on New Year's Eve
people all over the parish lit the candles
in their homes or wherever they happened
to be, and reflected on the Millennium
Resolution*.

Below: New Street and Victoria Street
disappear under fool. Above right:
Balloons, drinks and pies galore

Special services were held, and at the
Catholic Church on New Year's Day Fa-
ther David wore the Jubilee vestment
which Father George brought from Rome
where it had been made. It is very strik-
ing with an atractive logo which is also
depicted on the large Jubilee candle in the
Catholic Church.

*The Millennium resolution:

Let there be

respect for the earth,

peace for its people,

love in our lives,

delight in the good,
forgiveness for past wrongs,
and from now on a new start.

LANDSCAPE
GARDENING

A Complete Garden Service

Regular Garden Maintenance
Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming

Construction of:-
Ponds and Water Gardens
Drystone Walling, Paving
Fencing, Turfing, Seeding
All Apects of Tree Surgery

FULLY INSURED
Ask for Adrian Harris

Floribunda
(01452) 527647




PAINSWICK SPORT

Cricket Club already looking ahead to the new season

Preparations for the 2000 cricket season
are already underway at Painswick
Cricket Club. The club finished strongly
in last year’s Gloucestershire County
league campaign and the club committee
is looking to build on that good form with
a powerful challenge for honours next
season. The club’s wicket at Broadham
was adjudged the best in the league, for
which the players deserve considerable
credit. Congratulations also go to Jim
Parks who received the wicket keeping
award for the highest number of
dismissals in the season.

New players to bolster the squad will
be very welcome, and particularly young
players aver the age of thirteen who will
be selected for the Sunday development
side, “It is important to develop young
players, but in the past under 13 and 135
cricket has been something of a struggle.
So we hope to play youngsters alongside
more experienced cricketers in our
Sunday side and in that way, we can help
them develop.” said club secretary
Andrew Wise. As well as the development

eleven on Sundays, the club will be
running first and second teams in the
county league, a midweek league side and
also entering national and local cup
competitions. The cup campaigns begin
with a National Village Championship tie
at Wickwar on 29th April.

Inevitably running a cricket club costs
a great deal of money and a number of
fundraising events have been planned for
the pre-season period. These include a
race night on 11th February, the popular
vice-presidents’ and presentation evening
on 17th March and a quiz night on 14th
April. These dates are provisional and will
be confirmed in a future edition of the
Beacon. The club is looking for a team
sponsor for the season. Match
sponsorships arc also available and
anyone who wishes to join the loyal band
of vice-presidents would be very
welcome. Andrew adds: “We have been
indebted to our vice-presidents for their
exceptional support over many years and

without their backing we would find it | |

difficult to function. We would very much

appreciate more local people becoming
vice-presidents and we look forward to
welcoming them to the vice-presidents’
evening which always proves to be a most
convivial occasion.”

The club’s annual meeting will be held
at Broadham on Monday 31st January at
7.30pm when old and new club members
are invited to attend. New plavers - senior
and junior - are encouraged to contact
Andrew Wise on 01453 755202 or lan
Hogg on 01452 725457. For any aspect
of sponsorship or interest in becoming a
vice-president, please contact Andrew,
Ian or club chairman Terry Parker
(812191).

Important match for Painswick
today (Saturday 8th January)

Painswick achieved a fine victory over the
Devon side, Cullompton, at Broadham on
Saturday 4th December in the fourth
round of the Tetley Bitter Vase. They have
been drawn, again at home, against
Liskeard-Looe in the next round where a
win against the Cornishmen would take
them into the last sixteen of the national
competition. The match takes place today
(Saturday Bth January) with a 2pm kick-
off and everyone is invited to support the
local team at Broadham. Painswick’s
success in the competition is bringing
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back memories of their exceptional
achievement in 1997 when they reached
the semi-final of the Rugby Football
Union Junior Knockout Cup Competition
and were unlucky to lose by 17 points to

12 having put their opponents under-

tremendous pressure in the last quarter of
the game.

Painswick gained their victory over
Cullompton in spite of losing their prop
forward, Mike Reed, who was sent off
early in the match. Skipper Gary Lightfoot
had an outstanding game, scoring all
Painswick’s points. His contribution
consisted of two tries, a conversion and
two penalty goals. Cullompton rallied in
the final stages and went over for a con-
verled try. Their effort, however, came Loo
late and the Cherry and Whites were not
flattered by the scoreline of 18 points to 7.

In contrast, Painswick’s league
performances continue to give cause for
concern and this was particularly evident
in their home defeat by Tetbury.

Results (L denotes league maich)
Sat 4 Dec. (Tetley Vase) Painswick 1st
XV 18 Cullompton 1st XV 7. j

Sun 5 Dec. Painswick Veterans 14
Gloucestershire Police Veterans 29,

Sat 11 Dec. (L) Painswick 1st XV 5
Tetbury 1st XV 12, Painswick Utd 43
Bredon 2nd XV 10.

Sat 18 Dec. Matches cancelled - unfit
pitches.

Golf captains

New Painswick Seniors Captain Sam
Thurlow with this year’s Ladies" Captain
Ann Moss. Sam and Annr are both
longstanding members of Painswick
Golf Club with a combined membership
of over thirty years.

Ladies Golf Section

The Ladies' Section at Painswick Golf
Club is small but friendly and enthusias-
tic. Members meet regularly on Tuesday
mornings, competitions are held, and
friendly matches against other clubs run
throughout the summer.

If anyone is interested in finding out
more about us please contact the Club, or
Ann Maoss on 01452 526310.



CAR PARK
SURVEY -
FINAL RESULTS

Throughout 1999 the Beacon carried out
random counts of the number of cars
parked in Stamages Lane car park. In all,
around 470 counts were made, and the re-
sults are shown in the table alongside. As
was stated when we published the first few
months' results, the figures should be
treated with some caution, especially the
weekend figures where there are several
gaps in the survey (no results for Sundays
in February and March, for instance).

It is clear, however, that the introduc-
tion of weekday and Saturday charging
at the beginning of April had a major el-
fect on the use of the car park, and there
is little sign of a return to the pre-April
usage, as is shown by the summary chart
below.
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Average weekday usage
between 8am and Gpm

Tt is worth noting that the real average
usage was almost certainly much lower
than our chart indicates. This is because
the figures on the summary chart are in-
flated by the greater number of counts
taken during the busier hours of the day.
To gain a truer (though mathematically
unsound) indication, an average of each
time period could be taken, and these fig-
ures in turn averaged. We leave that as
an exercise for keen readers!

It is not for the Beacon to draw con-
clusions. Many people maintain that it is
crazy to have a situation where the car
park is almost empty whilst the main road
and nearby side streets are dangerously
cluttered with parked vehicles. There are
also concerns that some residents choose
to shop elsewhere if they lose the advan-
tage of free parking in Painswick. Others
argue, however, that the charges are mod-
est and that charging frees up space for
the visitors on whom local trade so much
depends. As indicated in this month's Par-
ish Council News, residents will soon
have a [urther chance to air their views
on this subject. A public meeting has been
called for 25th January, 7pm in the Town
Hall.

STAMAGES LANE CAR PARK USAGE 1999. Figures show the averages of counts
taken in the time periods. Figures in brackets are the number of counts. Gaps in the table
are where no counts were made.

Telephone: Stroud 750105

8am 9am | 10am | 1lam | 12 Ipm 2pm | 3pm 4pm | Spm

Gam |-10am |-llam | -12 -1pm | -2pm | -3pm| -4pm | -5pm | -6pm
Jan
M-F 30(0) | 413} 42(3)| 37(3)| 24(3)| 39(2)| 36(5) | 23 (4)
Sat 25(2) 44 (1)
Sun 393 | 42D
Feb
M-F 22 | 513 55(3) 32(3) | 49(2)| 52(2)| 33(5)| 33(2)| 16 (1)
Sat B 9G] 471 46 (2) 131
Mar
M-F8{1) |44 (1) | 36 (2)| 55(1) 41 (1)) 31(2)| 19(1) | 14l
Sat 34(1) 53 (1) 27 (1)
Apr
M-F{3(1) |18(1) | 22() | 18(5)| 21 (H | 15(1)| 15(1)| 20 (4 6 (1)
Sat 46 (2)
Sun 18 (1)
May
M-F 10¢2) | 18] 15| 23| 16(1)] 25(8)| 21 (4| 14(2)
Sat 42 (2) 35(2) 45 (1)] 46 (1)
Sun 46 (1) 41(2)| 41 (1) 59 (1)| 30 (1)
B/hol 22 (1) 55(1) S3(1)| 57(1)
Jun
ME(3@ |11 (|27 27@| 36(4) ] 27| 33¢4)| 29(7| 11(1)| 5L
Sat 9(1) | 40(1)| 31(3)| 39(2) MM M@ M@ 110
Sun 24 (1) 3001y 45(2)| 43 () 26(1) ) 34D
July
MF[3()| 8(3) | 17(3)| 31(2)| 33(1)| 30(1)] 23(3) 4@ | 192 23]}
Sat S3(1)| 31¢(1)| 39(1) | 40(1)| 60(1)| 31 (1) | 22 (L) 1501
Sun 34 (1) | 34 (1) I54) S55(1)| 53(D
Aug
M-F| 3 (1) T | 33| 265 35(5) | 35(5)| 38(8)] 24 (3) 21(2)| 10 (4
Sat 0| 47| 39(2) | 30| 59(1) 45 (1) | 23 (1)
Sun 16(1) | 39 (1) S0(2)) 42(2)| 59 (1| 59(1)) 43 (3)| 49 (1)
B/ho 59 (1) 60 (1)
Sep
ME[S() | 8(2)| 23¢6)| 20(1)| 30(4)| 27(3)| 24 (7 25(7) 9(| 103
Sat 22(2)| 39(2) ()| 60(1)] 38(2)| 13 (1)
Sun 25 (1) 53(1) 48 (1) 53(1)| 48 ()| 28(D)
Oct
M-F 23(8)| 34| 183 | 18(1)| 25(4)| 23 (1) 10 (4
Sat 21(2)| 26(2)| 28(2) 37 (2)
Sun 29 (1) | 37 (1) 42 (1) 31 (1) 15 (1)
Nov
M-F| 7 (1) 2| 181 34(1) 22 (2)] 20(3) 82
Sat | 6 (1) S(2) 23 (1)) 26 (1) | 28 (1) 18 (2)
Sun 38 (1) 36 (3) 42 (1) 21(1}| ¢ ()
Dec
M-F 12 | 28@) | 14| 2005 22(3)| 153 11(2) 10 (3)
Sat 33(1) 19 (1) 5(1
Sun 33 (1) | 12 (1) 35 (1) 15(1)| 12 (1)
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DAVID & JEAN RYLAND
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VIEWS DIFFER OVER STROUD ROAD PLANS

Confinued from page 1

come cosy. "Weare doing our damnedest
to destroy this place”, he said, and if we
don't take steps to rejuvenate the commu-
nity "it will be asleep in 2011". Others
argued, however, that surveys had failed
to reveal an actual need for affordable
housing and that young peaple could not
be forced to live here. A response to this
was that the need existed simply by vir-
tue of the imbalance caused by the
preponderance of old people. Another dis-
missed this talk as simply "pious hope".
And so it went on.

Where there was a measure of agree-
ment was in the general dislike of the
Local Plan's inclusion of affordable hous-
ing at the Stroud Road site. Most people
at the meeting felt that the development
on that site should be for care purposes
only. :

The sharpest words were reserved for
the actual planning application for the
nursing care complex. Several villagers
launched into vehement criticisms of the
plans. One drew attention to the scale of
the proposals, and especially the number
of sheltered housing units being associ-
ated with the centre, claiming that what
had started out five years ago as a Nurs-
ing Home proposal had "evolved into a
new town". Others made similar points,
stating that their support for this project
was based on the need for a nursing home,
but certainly not a project of this scale.
Another resident drew attention to the
density and size of the buildings, claim-
ing that the nursing home centre was a
five-storey building which was twice the
height of the houses in Cotswold Mead.
Yet anather villager recalled earlier meet-
ings about the housing allocations, when
there were "screams of protest"” at the Dis-
trict Council's proposals for building in
the Painswick Valley and the AONB. "Yet
here we are saying come on in, and all

GODDARDS GARAGE
Cheltenham Road, Painswick
QD

* Full servicing & repair facilities
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arranged
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Personal attention for your car

Telephone - 81 2240

because the desire for a nursing home in
Painswick has caused us to become
bogged down with our own selfish inter-
ests”.

Other villagers took the attitude that,
whilst the scale of the proposal might not
be to everyone's liking, it was a price that
had to be paid. Keith Cockell, Managing
Director of Richmond Healthcare, the
Stroud Road developers, explained that
the numbers were "not so black and
white" and that they had been reduced
since the original plans were drawn up,
but the economics of the project were that
maintenance income from sheltered hous-
ing was a critical component in supporting
the whole project. Mr Cockell refuted the
claims about the size of the centre, say-
ing that the alleged 5-storey building was
in fact a 3-storey building linked to an-
other 3-storey building on another level,
and that because of the sloping site it could
equally be claimed that it was a thirteen
storey building.

A member of the Painswick Develop-
ment Group, Tony Bradley, reinforced the
notion of economics of scale. He said the
group had visited lots of sites and had
made a detailed study of nursing provi-
sion. Their growing impression was that
lots of small nursing homes are likely to
fail. He was convinced that the Group had
achieved the best deal for Painswick, and
whilst he sympathised with the views ex-
pressed about additional housing, he
claimed that "if you want a nursing home,
this is the best that you can get".

Parisk Council response

Immediately afier the public meeting the
Parish Council met to decide its response.

The Council agreed unanimously to
object to the section of the Lacal Plan re-
quiring affordable housing at the Stroud
Road site, and to advocate instead that ten
affordable housing units be reinstated at
the Gyde site. With two members abstain-
ing, the Council agreed to make a second
objection to the Local Plan, stating that
they supported the nursing home on the
Stroud Road site together with such an-
cillary care developments as may be
appropriate.

Councillors had more problems with
the "care village" application itself. There
was general acceptance of the need for a
nursing home, but councillers were reluc-
tant to accept and in some cases were
totally opposed to the associated housing
and the proposed density of the develop-
ment. David Hudson said he was against
sheltered housing on the site and that in
view of the importance of the application
there should be a meeting on site. Others
felt they had enough information to make
a decision. A key issue was whether ap-
proval of an outline application
necessarily implied approval of all the

detail supplied with it. David Harcup was
of the view that this was not the case, and
that the Council was only approving the
"idea". They would have the opportunity
to comment on the detail at a later stage.
Other councillors, including the chairman,
were not so convinced. After a long de-
bate, it was agreed, by a majority of 6 to
3. to support the outline application with
the proviso that such support did not im-
ply that they were bound to accept all the
details submitted with it. The Chairman
said he would check the situation the next
day and that if the proviso was not valid
(i.e. if the council's vote would be taken
as indicating their approval of all the in-
formation submitted) then another
meeting would be called.

Latest situation

We understand that, following discussions
with the District Council, the Parish Coun-
cil Chairman decided not to call a further
meeting in December. However, the
Chairman informed the Beacon that his
Council has advised the District Council
that it supports the outline application for
the Care Village but reserves its position
on the issues of density and design pend-
ing the submission of a detailed applica-
tion. The Parish Council has been told that
it has the opportunity to submit further
comments after its meeting on 19th Janu-
ary as the report to the Planning Commit-
tee will not be compiled until Friday 21st
January. ’
o ; ¥

Opportunities for public comment

The application for a nursing care village
will not be considered by the District
Council's Planning Committee until Feb-
ruary at the earliest, and public comments
may be made to the Planning Department
at Ebley Mill (quoting reference S99/
1807) until noon on 19th January. The
plans may be viewed at Painswick Town
Hall and at Ebley Mill.

The deadline for public comments on
the Local Plan has now passed, and in the
next few months the District Council will
consider all the points raised and objec-
tions made, and will then issue
amendments to the Plan.

[Please see letters and further public state-
ments on other pages]

Richard R Gittins
Building Contractor
Stone Mascnry Work : Extensions |
Roofing & Maintenance Work

Tel: 01452-814475
Reg.NHBC and DSWA

Beechdene, Jacks Green,
Sheepscombe




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Cat Fouling

As a 'responsible’ dog owner I too have
noticed dog faeces at the top of my drive
recently and also condemn such irrespon-
sible behaviour. Dog fouling seems to be
good press at the moment. However, does
anyone ever mention the problem of cat
mess?

Earlier this year I returned to my fam-
ily house after many years' absence only
to find it used as a latrine by local cats.
Fortunately my canine friend is doing her
best to dissuade these cats whose owners
I am sure have no idea where they do their
toiletries.

Not only now do we have a cat-free
garden, but also a wild bird haven where
birds can feed free from fear of ambush.

Paul Baxter, Butt Green

Local Plan

Just to keep everyone informed about
what we have put forward about the Lo-
cal Plan regarding the recommendations
for Painswick, we have issued this brief
statement:

Gyde House: We support the proposal
to convert the house to flats.

Land north of Cotswold Mead: We
recommend that this site is solely for a
nursing home complex. and that no af-
fordable housing should be on this site.
We also stated that if there is a local need
for affordable housing we would of course
support this, but we still oppose them be-
ing built along Gyde Road. We
recommend that if there is still the need,
then they should be built on the strip of
land between the new surgery and the
barn conversion, which was originally
proposed and supported hy the Parish
Council, and which we understand has
much local support.

District Councillors, Joan Nash and
Barbara Tait

Nursing Care Village

Many people at the recent public meet-
ing in the Town Hall gasped with
amazement when the actual size of the
proposed new development around the 5-
storey nursing home was exposed. The
drawings presented by the developers
were clearly for promotional purposes.
What we need is a model of the whole
scheme of roads, apartment blocks and
garages proposed. This model has tobe a
valid one. It must not only show the large
" development itself but must also set it
honestly within its environment - this
means all the adjacent existing properties
and natural features faithfully modelled.

Until Painswickians can see such a
model they will have no idea of just what
is going to hit them and the village!

" Carole Ross, Queens Mead

At a public meeting held in the Institute
Hall about two years ago, many of you
will remember the overwhelming support
shown in favour of a nursing home in
Painswick. The response was so
encouraging that the working party was
asked to explore fully the feasibility of
the concept. At last, after months of hard
work, a point has been reached where
planning permission [has been sought] for
a nursing home within a "care village". I
believe that those in support of this plan
ought to write now and say so - either to
the Stroud District Council or the Parish
Council or both, If we lose this oppor-
tunity the chance may never come again.

Margery Leney, Vicarage Street

Once upon time, a nasty giant chanced
upon the pretty village of Painswick. He
wanted to spoil it by building a hundred
houses. The villagers were angry. “Save
our Valley” they cried and fought the
giant, After a mighty struggle they came
to a truce and agreed to thirty houses only.
But the giant hadn’t really given up.
He sent his wife, disguised as a fairy
godmother, to the other side of the village.
She promised them their hearts desire. In
exchange for a magnificent Nursing
Home, as big as a Castle, they must let
her build a few houses for the old folk.
The villagers were mesmerised by the
thought of getting their hearts desire that
they didn’t even care when the wicked
fairy sneaked in extra houses, forty in all.
The evil pair jumped up and down
with glee. “Thirty plus forty makes
seventy,” chortled the giant. “And the
Nursing Home block is bigger than forty
houses. That makes over a hundred. Even
better than our original plan!!! Now,
where was that green field in the centre
of the village, you were so excited about?”
Maureen Walters, Queens Mead

As a postscript to the discussion about
plans for a nursing home in Painswick at
the meeting in the Town Hall on 15th
December, may 1 urge all who are in
favour to write to the SDC and the Parish
Council? It would be tragic if the village
were to be denied the chance of this long-
awaited facility, available to all, and
irrespective of ability to pay.

Joy Shaw, Hale Lane

From its embrionic concept of a nursing
home with about thirty beds, it has
evolved to a scheme which covers the
entire 4-acre sile on the A46 above
Cotswold Mead, and includes nearly fifty
units of assorted accommodation,
garages, facilities buildings and a nursing
care building which is five storeys high.
The sheer magnitude of this elaborate
proposal is staggering. Without doubt,
had a similar proposal been submitted for
the purpose of holiday accommodation or

atrade park it would have been summarily
rejected out of hand as totally unsuitable
for Painswick, on environmental grounds,
as exacerbating the present population age
imbalance, causing further traffic
problems on the A46, being visually
intrusive, and certainly as undesirable. In
a community that is generally speaking
conservation conscious, it appears that
suddenly double standards are being
applied in terms of new building and the
development of green field sites. It is not
so long ago that the imminent sale of Dry
Knapps Field caused a major scare in the
village, as did the Stroud District
Council's edict that 100 new houses were
to be built here. This new proposal should
be of no less concern to those who care
about preserving/conserving Painswick,
and emotion and self-interest should not
be an issue in the acceptability of this
proposed development.

Maggie Drake, Tibbiwell

Parking Charges

Mr and Mrs French of Painswick
Woodcrafts have sent the Beacon a copy
of their letter to the Parish Council in
which they set out a case for retaining
charges at Stamages Lane car park. They
stress the dependence of local shops on
visitors and say that since the introduc-
tion of charges it is now easier for visitors
to park in Painswick. Mr and Mrs French
also draw attention to a government pro-
posal requiring councils to charge
organisations for parking space at their
premises, and they state that the car park
season tickets are modest in comparison.

The Beacon welcomes letters from
readers on subjecis of local interest.
Short letters are more likely to be in-
cluded. Long letters will be summarised
or edited, as will those containing com-
mentis that the Beacon considers
unsuitable for publication.

THE FINEST CARE IN
THE COMFORT OF
YOUR OWN HOME

Other services available:
Care from 1-24 hours.
We also supply domestic services
and a complete home
maintenance service.

The specialist in live-in care for
the Elderly, Disabled and
Convalescing, throughout
WALES, HEREFORDSHIRE
and the WEST COUNTRY

Tel: 01497 847 764

Active Assistance Community Care
Services Ltd.




More trips to Care
Village at Nantwich

From Keith Cockell, Managing Direcior,
Richmond Village Care Centre:

Now that our outline planning application
has been submitted, I have arranged for
three further 'fact-finding' visits to our
Care Village in Nantwich:

*  Monday 10th January

* Saturday 15th January

* Wednesday 26th January

These visits give you the opportunity
to understand how the Village works and
the unique range of care options available
for its elderly population.

Having gone walkabout for the first
hour, you will be able to view our exhibi-
tion of the planning proposal for
Painswick. This will be followed by a
guestion and answer session over a buf-
fet lunch.

1 feel responsible for ensuring that
everyone, and especially those in a rep-
resentative role, should be well informed,
and have a clear understanding of this
proposal. I look forward to showing you
around the Care Village in Mantwich, and
explaining our plans for Painswick.

10am Depart Stamages Lane car park.

12 noon. Arrive Nantwich, Cheshire.

12 - 1pm Walkabout, Care Village.

Ipm - 2pm Exhibition of Painswick
plans and guestions,

2pm Depart Nantwich.

4dpm Arrive Painswick.

To book your seat on our mini bus for
any of the above dates, please contact
Leslie Brotherton (813101) who has
agreed to coordinate these trips for me.

Directory corrections

On page 11 of the Painswick Directory
produced by the Beacon last month, the
phone numbers of parish councillors Mar-
tin Slinger and Malcolm Watts are
incorrect. They should be 812566 and
813089 respectively. Our apologies. The
omission of Painswick Bird Club has also
been pointed out. The Club's chairman is
Malcolm Watts, Fair Hills, Lower
Washwell Lane, GL6 6XW, 81308Y.

Please make these changes to your
copy of the Directory.

Painswick Residential and Nursing Care
Further statement by Development Group

} "A detailed report upon our endeavours

was carried in the Beacon in August. As
anticipated, a consultative exhibition was
held in the Church Rooms in September
by Richmond Care, who had been selected
by GCC and ourselves to develop the site
in Stroud Road. The exhibition outlined
two options for consideration and
attracted strong support for one: layout
‘B’. After considerable work and revision,
a further exhibition, this time of an outline
planning application which fully reflected
inputs from those who visited the earlier
exhibition or had been to the care village
in Nantwich, was presented on [5th
December; this about the same time as it
was heing submitted to the District
Council.

Meanwhile, the District Council had
published its Draft Deposit Local Plan
and, as could be deduced from the reports
in the last issue of the Beacon, this was at
variance with the intended comprehensive
and integrated scheme proposed by the
developer. However, given the SDC
deadline of 20th December, the Parish

Cuts in chiropody
service

As a part of cost-cutting measures, the
Gloucestershire Health Authority has
ceased to provide a chiropody and podia-
try service in Painswick. The authority
states that as well as closing "minor clin-
ics” such as Painswick, they have also
ceased making separate arrangements for
GP clinics, and have stopped providing
basic foot care (such as toenail cutting)
which is not required for medical reasons.

Chiropody and podiatry clinics will
continue to be held at larger centres in the
county such as Stroud Health Centre and
the Gloucestershire Royal Hospital, and
all people who are affected by the changes
are being offered appointments at an al-
ternative clinic. For appointments, and
further information about the changes,
please phone 01452-300190.

A Health Authority leaflet explains the
reasons for the changes in more detail.

PAINSWICK ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

N.LC.E.LC. approved CONTRACTORS

%

The Flectrical
Contractirs Agsociation

SERVICE
INSTALLATIONS

REPAIRS

Mr M TURNER

2, Folly Lane, Stroud, Glos, GLS 15P
01453-7538342 and
Painswick 812659

Council had already decided to convene
a public meeting and then meet
themselves on the evening of 15th
December to consider the Local Plan’s
implications for Painswick as well as two
planning applications then tabled from
those concerned with Gyde House
(detailed) and the Stroud Road care
village (outline) which had a direct
bearing upon the content of the District
Plan.

It was our pleasure to be in attendance
at these events, and the meeting of the
Parish Council.

As will doubtless be reported
elsewhere, the decisions made by the
Parish Council that evening in addressing
these matters were most heartening. That
they decided to reaffirm their desire,
previously agreed back in 1997, that the
Stroud Road site be exclusively for the
creation of a care village was of itself
encouraging. However, the Council’s
decision to also support the outline
planning application to the District
Council underlined their commitment to
moving this project forward. Of course,
the detail of that application will be the
subject of a further application later in the
year if the District Council now acknow-
ledge the locally expressed desires of this
village.

Our eyes, and those who have so
energetically supported this concept, will
now firmly focus upon the deliberations
of the (our) District Council. All is, for
the next few weeks, in their court.”

Tony Bradley, Leslie Brotherton,

Philip Oakley and Norman Rampron

TREE SURGERY

MatureTree Maintenance
Thinning, Pruning & Reshaping
Tree Removal
Hedge Trimming & Shrub Pruning
Tree & Shrub Planting
Suppliers of Wood Mulch

2dhr Emergency Callour - Fully Trained & Insured
Free Conrultation & Expert Advice Withour Obligarion

Gloucester 535165

CO
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Antiques & Pictures

MASTER PICTURE FRAMERS

Offering a complete service for the framing of: Tapesiries,
Needlewarks, Prints, Watereolours, Paintings, etc.
Over 800 Mouldings to choose from.

RESTORATIONS
and Traditional Upholstery

SHOWROOM

Antique Furniture and a large: selection of
Framed Pictares
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
Open Mon - Fri 8.00 am - 5.00 pm
CUSTOMER PARKING
Tel: 01452 307700

WNorihbrook Road, Off Eastern Avenue (by McDonalds)
Barnwood, Gloucester, GL4 3DP




Painswick Post Office says

Thank you Painswick

The response to our article in the
December issue of the Beacon has been
remarkable and more than 700 people in
Painswick have signed the Western Daily
Press petition aimed at persuading the
government to reconsider their decision
to remove the option of having benefits
paid in cash at post offices. All petition
signatures will be forwarded to Tony Blair
in the New Year and the total number will
far exceed the previous estimate of 50,000
for the south west region. Qur sincere
thanks to everybody who has taken the
trouble to sign the petition and express
support for the cause.

In the last month some disturbing
information has come to light indicating
that the situation is even more serious than
previously thought. The Government’s
own figures now show that 7875 post
offices (approximately 44% of the sub-
post office network) across the country
are under threat of closure due directly to
the plan to pay benefits into bank
accounts. The National Federation of Sub
Postmasters considers this figure to be
optimistic and the true figure could be
even higher! However it should be made
clear that in most cases it will be the sub-
postmaster who will make the decision to
close a particular office because the

income has fallen and not Post Office
Counters (or the Government). It is the
sub-postmaster who has to pay the
mortgage and other bills and if the income
is insufficient there may be no alternative
to closure.

In addition it has also become apparent
that the Benefits Agency are continuing
to send out letters to the child benefit
customers which, wrongly, state that
benefits can only be paid monthly and in
arrears. This is not true and if anybody
has received such a letter they can conlact
the Benefits Agency and instruct them to
revert to weekly payments at the post
office. These letters have been issued
despite Government assurances that no
such action will be taken and point to an
error on the part of the Benefits Agency
which can be reversed if the customer
desires.

We do not want to exaggerate the
danger this proposal represents but it is
now generally acknowledged that the post
office network is facing its greatest threat
ever. Once destroyed it will never be
rebuilt but your opinion can stop this
destruction. Please lobby your MP or
Tony Blair and make your views known
before it 1s too late.

Ray and Heather Appleby

Three little maids...

Three little maids from school (otherwise known as Pam Bailey, Ethel James and
Betty Barney) entertaining an appreciative gathering at the Day Centre Christmas
Lunch at Ashwell on 15th December. Earlier in the day, the Beacon Singers had
got everyone in the right mood with some hearty carol singing.

&
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We ain't seen
nothin' yet!
Impending road works

John Kennedy, the company responsi-
ble for the water mains renovation, has
given an update on the works to be car-
ried out this year.

In a letter to the Parish Council (14th
December), they state that the "running
order” is; New Street from the Post Of-
fice to Stamages Lane, Victoria Street,
St Mary's Street, Vicarage Street, Bisley
Street, Friday Street and Gloucester
Street as far as Churchill Way. The work
is programmed to commence around
14th January and will take about ten
weeks to complete, providing there are
no unexpected problems.

The prospect sounds daunting, but
aray of light is that the company says it
is now proposed that the mains in these
locations will be epoxy lined rather than
directly replaced. "This is a very low
vibration method of refurbishment,
which only involves a small number of
excavaiions to be made in each street.
It is also relatively quicker than open
cuiting a new main. The epoxy resin we
use is a very hard coating that is applied
to the inside of the existing mains after
cleaning. It will not, however, negate
the need to apply our road closures in
the sireets, as the cleaning and lining

lant is fairly large."
L y

PAUL A MORRIS

General Builder
City & Guilds
Stonework a speciality
Drystone walling

Plastering

Patios

Hard landscaping
Free estimates

01453 752004 or 07818 087375 (mobile)

the memoir of
a lad growing up
in Painswick in the 1940s

CHANGING SCENES

has fascinated readers since
its launch

"T could not put it down”
"It kept me up until 5am”
"l have read it four times,
it evokes such memories,
can | have four more copies”

at Painswick Post Office,
Londis store and Stroud Bookshop
or from the author

JOHN MERCER

£7.95 post free
Tel. 01453 759635




Christmas competitions

Three readers submitted a full set of cor-
rect answers to the Beacon's Prominent
Painswickians' quiz, showing an excellent
all-round knowledge of the village and its
past. Our congratulations to Pauline
Berry, Nina Harris and Gwen Welch.
We drew for the prize-winner, and Gwen
won a £5 gift token.

The correct answers were: 1 Margaret
Hampshire, 2 William H Hyett, 3
Cornelius Winter, 4 Francis A Hyett, 5
Denise Ward, 6 Diana Princess of Wales,
7 Julian Slade, 8 Barrie Meadows, @ Derek
Hodges, 10 Mary Roberts, 11 Daniel &
Thomas Twining (allowance was made
for the badly worded question!), 12 Jenny
Oakley, 13 Loveday, 14 John Bryan, 15
Paul Stamp.

Only four children had a go at our
word search - Ben Nicholls (aged 9),
James Barratt (aged 7%2), Lucy Moir

(aged 9) and Ben Egerton (aged 7).
James and Lucy were spot on and won
£4 gift tokens for spending at Painswick
Post Office. The two Bens were almost
all-correct, and have received £2 tokens.
Congratulations to all four.

The places were: Cotswold Mead,
Hale Lane, Falcon, New Street, The
Stocks, The Croft, Londis, Canton Acre,
Edge Lane, Tibbiwell, Lamp House,
Hambutts, Churchill Way, Cap Mill and
Ashwell. The message was 'Happy New
Year',

Sadly no one had a go at the Fairy Tale
quiz for youngest readers. Maybe they
were a little o hard. The answers were:
1 Aladdin, 2 Jack, 3 Ali Baba, 4
Cinderella, 5 Hansel and Gretel, 6 Sleep-
ing Beauty, 7 Beauty, 8 Rumpelstiltskin,
9 The third little pig, 10 The elves, 11
Rapunzel, 12 Snow White's Step Mother.

Playgroup enjoys Christmas

During the weeks leading up to Christ-
mas, the children began to learn some
Christmas carols and make items related
to the festive season: snowman calendars,
Christmas cracker cards and decorated
Christmas trees. The Playgroup building
looked very festive decorated with all
these things.

The term concluded with a Christmas
puppet show in which the story of Christ-
mas was read out by Beaty and the chil-
dren and enacted by puppets manipulated
by Rachel. The puppet show was fol-
lowed, on one day, by a visit from Father
Christras, distributing presents to all the

INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS

RESIDENTIAL SALES
PROPERTY AUCTIONS
VALUATIONS &
SURVEYS

Offices also at
STROUD
MINCHINHAMPTON
MAYFAIR

children and by party food for the chil-
dren {and mulled wine and mince pies for
the adults!).

We would like to take this opportu-
nity to offer best wishes to everybody for
the new millennium.

If you wanl information about Play-
group or if you would like to put a child’s
name down, please contact Beaty Bell on
Gloucester 610997 or, when term begins
again, between Pam and 12pm on her
mobile - 0961 528879,

Mothers and Toddlers

Painswick Mothers and Toddlers will be
starting up again in the New Year and
would very much like to see any new or
familiar faces on Wednesdays from
2.30pm to 4pm in the Playgroup Build-
ing. The first meeting will take place on
Wednesday 12th January 2000.

Victoria Street

PAINSWICK

01452 814655
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Overheard...

"I wonder if, by the next millennium,
people will have learnt how to spell it."

Beneath the star

Bradley Towell (Joseph) and Lizzie
Chapman (Mary) in the Croft School's
Christmas performance of 'Holy Joe'.

'Library 2000
Appeal'

Gloucestershire County Council has
launched a new scheme called Library
2000 Appeal', which is aimed at attract-
ing 2000 donations of books before the
end of the year 2000.

Readers who are interested in "spon-
soring a book" can go along to the local
library and select a book from a list of
sought-after titles. Sponsors can choose
the library where the book will first be on
loan, and they have first option to borrow
the book once it is in stock.

and parties of up to 60 persons.

ds or

Z!EIJB AfFalcon Inn

Superb LUNCHES and DINNERS in our restaurant
every day. Bar snacks, morning coffee.

Therecentlj' refurbished STABLES ROOMS are available both daytime
and evenings, complete with their own bar, for your private receptions

Our en-suite bedroom have every modern faciht}' and are ideal if you




Forgotten 1999? - here are a few reminders

So here we are, after all the hype, in the
third millennium (or at least that seems to
be the prevailing, if slightiy dubious, point
of view!). But before we head off into the
new age, it’s time to take a look back at
last year.

For many 1999 was the year Painswick
was besieged, as road signs, traffic lights
and diversions heralded the arrival of Sev-
ern Trent Water. We got used to months
of queues, and it became the norm to al-
low extra time for journeys. After six
months of this, there is still more to come!
However, if it eventually gives us a more
reliable and efficient water supply we will
be grateful.

The Beacon’s pages have, once again,
been dominated by housing and parking.
The former has seen councils, government
panels, committees and pressure groups
battling it out month after month over the
content of the County Structure Plan and
Stroud Local Plan. This time last year
Painswick had been allocated 100 new
homes. Gloucestershire itself some
50,000. Early on last year it was stated, to
much relief, that the AOND was largely
safe from development, but the argument
continued as to where the houses would
be built. By the end of last year Painswick
had been allocated thirty new dwellings,
twenty at the Gyde House development,
and ten at the Stroud Road site, but there
is still a long way to go before we know
the final outcome.

The parking question hit new heights
last year as Stroud District Council’s Re-
source Committee decided, despite local
concerns, to proceed with parking charges
at Stamages Lane, which came into effect
in April. Parked cars in previously clear
strects became a common sight, and, as
borne out by a Beacon survey, car park
use was well down on previous months,
even over the busy summer period. At
their November meeting the Parish Coun-
cil decided to urge the District Council to
remove the charges and put on hold any
further parking measures, so expect to hear
more on this subjectl in 2000. The con-
tentious issue of parking on the recreation
ground was resolved in July when the Par-
ish Council decided against a permanent
parking area on the ground.

The efforts of those working towards
the provision of a nursing and residential

YEW TREE TAILORING

Gentlemen's Made-to-Measure
Suits, Jackets & Trousers
A Range of Ready-to-Wear
Raincoats, Overcoats and
Peter England Shirts

Home Visits if Preferred

Painswick (01452) 812594

home in Painswick started to bear fruit
with the announcement in June that
Gloucestershire County Council had
signed a contract selling the development
site at Stroud Road. Richmond Healthcare
Developments won the bid to see the
project through and have submitted an
outline application for a care home, self
contained units and support services.

What should have been an exciting
year for local elections, with the Chair of
the Parish council and four fellow coun-
cillors not seeking re-election, ended in
disappointment when nominations fell
short of forcing an election. As a result,
Malcolm Watts became a new Parish
Councillor unopposed and Jennifer Crook,
David Harcup, Johnny Johnston and John
Stephenson-Oliver were co-opted onto the
council, with Terry Parker taking over as
Chairman. District Council elections did,
however, take place and Barbara Tait, ex-
Chair of the Parish Council, was elected a
District Councillor for the Painswick ward.

The Painswick Institute entered a new
era as the Club premises were closed at
the end of 1998 and the trustees, having
reclaimed the property in February, held
a public meeting to discuss its future. A
working party was set up, headed by John
Stephenson Oliver, and, in acknowledge-
ment of its changing role, the Institute was
renamed the Painswick Centre. The work-
ing party, largely made up of representa-
tives of clubs and societies who use the
facilities, began by drawing up ideas for
the future of the centre, and their report
was accepted by the trustees. Progress was
hampered by lack of funds and the con-
straints of the charity commision. How-
ever, the newly-formed management com-
mittee is in the process of applying for
grants enabling the centre to become a
viable proposition and is promoting a
number of new uses for the property.

Businesses in Painswick had their
comings and goings. We said goodbye to
the Country Elephant and Robert Rees
who has set off on new ventures. Mad
Hatters, the second-hand children’s
clothes shop, opened in the spring, only
to close some months later following a
devastating burglary. It has recently re-
opened under new ownership, Orient’all
closed, as did Bertrams Bistro, Murrays
Estate Agents moved into the village and
Chancellors has welcomed new owners,
In the midst of all these changes it was
good to congratulate John and Barbara
Hulme on their forty years in their shop at
New Street.

The Croft School has enjoyed another
successful year with 137 pupils on the reg-
ister last September and, for the first time,
five classes. They welcomed Olympic
swimmer and Gladiator Sharron Davies to
the school in June to officially open the
new school buildings. Clubs and socie-

ties, too, have reported busy years. PaDs
were in full swing with some memorable
performances over the year, not least their
joke machine at the Victorian Market.

Sport in Painswick has continued to
tlourish in the last year, despite clubs re-
porting mixed fortunes where results were
concerned. At the end of April the tennis
club floodlights were officially switched
on at Broadham, financed largely by a
grant from the English Sports Council Lot-
tery fund. The lights have further en-
hanced the facilities in the village which
allow for so many opportunities; it is small
wonder that we have several juniors do-
ing well at a variety of sports both locally
and nationally.

Other 1999 landmarks included the
opening of the Rococo Garden maze by
Johnny Ball in May. Ashwell House cel-
ebrated its 25th anniversary and the
Painswick Beacon its 21st. The year saw
more of a lowlight than a highlight on 11th
August. Those who hadn’t crawled off
down the M5 but instead made it to the
top of the Beacon were rewarded by the
occasional glimpse of the rare eclipse
through broken cloud.

If there were nominations for honor-
ary Painswickian of the Year the title must
surely have gone to Stan Newey whose
presence has been so familiar over the last
year. Stan, together with his wife Mary,
filmed, wrote and edited the Painswick
2000 video which was launched in Octo-
ber to much acclaim. It is a wonderful
reminder of both the last year and of years
gone by of our village. One wonders what
technology will be used to record the next
milestone in Painswick's history,

Now the parties are over, the fireworks
spent and the champagne off the shelves,
it remains for us to wish all our readers a
very happy 2000 and best wishes for the
nexl century.

Jillie Speed

LAWNMOWERS

SERVICEeREPAIReSALES

® HONDA

@ MOUNTFIELD
® QUALCAST

@ STIHL

® HAYTER

® ATCO

® FLYMO

@ WESTWOOD
o KUBOTA

® COUNTAX

FREE LOCAL
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

CHELTENHAM MOWER SERVICES
MORBILE: 0831 282533
TEL: 01452 714088
www.users.globalnel.co. ulk/~cmowers
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