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Artist's drawing of the
proposed development viewed from

the west side of the Siroud Road (See also page 4)

Makeover plan for St Mary's Home

Severn NHS Trust has submitted a plan
to develop the St Mary's Home site by
erecting 1§ new two and three storey
houses, and converting St Mary's House
to a single dwelling.

In essence, the application proposes
leaving the older part of St Mary's House,
replacing the large rendered block in
Stamages Lane with a terrace of six three-
storey homes with their roof line stepped
down roughly to follow the fall of the road.

On the western side of the sile, on the
A46, the converted St Mary's House
would have its front door, with a terrace
of seven dwellings, two-storey at the front
and three-storey at the rear.

A new access road is planned from the
A46, leading into a large 'courtyard' area
in which the remaining five properties
would be sited.

So far, the NHS Trust has not chosen
a developer but has submitted designs
from Modus Architects of Bristol to indi-
cate the type of materials, style and scale
that they feel would be acceptable in
Painswick, the Trust's Corporate Services
Manager told the Beacon. The plan means
significant changes to the line of the A46,
its trees and hedgerows to provide visual
safety for traffic, according to the report.

Having considered the proposal and
examined the site, the Parish Council has
decided to call a public meeting on
Wednesday, 21st February at 6.30pm to
hear residents’ views. This meeting will
be followed by the scheduled Parish Coun-
cil meeting at 8pm, at which members will
determine their recommendatioms to be
forwarded to Stroud District Council.
Residents are invited to forward their com-
ments to the Parish Council before the
public meeting if they wish.

The Parish Council's own planning
committee is recommending that the Par-

ish Council accepts the need to develop
this brownfield site and, in so doing, pro-
vide an opportunity for growth in the
village, helping to sustain school, busi-
ness, employment and services. The
committee makes the following provisos:

Consideration be given to providing a
mixed development with at least some
two-bedroom units; providing some af-
fordable housing on this site; no vehicular
access on to the site from the A46; plac-
ing rigid parking resirictions on the
surrounding roads, and insisting that all
building materials used are sympathetic
with this truly Cotswold village.

Painswick and District Conservation
Society held a special meeting to consider
the submission and afterwards put the fol-
lowing comments to the Beacon:

In general, the plan does not comply
with the Draft Stroud District Plan since
the St Mary's site is not designated for
residential development and the proposal
more than doubles the area of develop-
ment on this site, and far exceeds the
footprint of the original St Mary's build-
ings by extending down Stroud Read.In
addition, the proposed number of houses
greatly exceeds the number allocated to

s

Painswick over the Plan period. More spe-
cifically, the Society says, the site is
adjacent to a conservation area where
Government policy requires all of the fol-
lowing criteria to be met:

The siting of the development should
respect existing open spaces, patterns of
building layout, trees, hedges, walls and
fences; the scale, design, proportions, de-
tailing and materials used must be
sympathetic to the characteristic form in
the area, and be compatible with existing
buildings and spaces; there should be no
loss of historic features; and important
views into and out of the area be protected.

The proposed development does not
comply with any of the above criteria,
maintains the Society.

Their report goes on to detail issues
such as tree and hedgerow cover, the de-
valuation of St Mary's House as a
landmark, vehicular access to the site, traf-
fic safety on the A46 and the possibility
of using a financial contribution from the
developers towards affordable housing
being used elsewhere. (The NHS plan falls
short by one dwelling to reach the figure
where they would be compelled to pro-
vide some affordable housing).

Meanwhile, the Care Centre...

Richmond Village Care Centre is asking Stroud District Council to reconsider
the plan submitted last year which defined four areas where development could
take place. This proposal asked for a nursing home with 50 beds, and 36 dwell-
ings in seven groups on the site, to include 10 affordable units. Planners put
numerous restrictions on it which Mr Keith Cockell, Richmond Care's manag-
ing director, could not accept. He told the Beacon: "We can only afford to have
the 10 affordable homes if we get the development of the original four areas.”
The consultative team that Mr Cockell requested in December’s Beacon met on
10th January. He is keen to ensure that his designers incorporate services that
complement rather than conflict with those already in Painswick. Two options
being considered are a film and DVD screen centre and a hydrotherapy pool.



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Council Meeting on

17th January
Reported by Leslie Brotherton

St.Mary's Home site - full planning
application *

The Council endorsed the decision of its
Planning Committee, which met earlier
that evening, on the detailed planning
application received just two days before
this meeting. A site meeting of the
Planning Committee was to be held on
Thursday 25th January. The formal
committee meeting immediately
afterwards was authorised to convey the
Council’s views to District Council, where
there was a deadline of 15t February. The
proposal is described in greater detail on
Page One, together with the views of the
committee.

It was suggested that the size of the
project was such that local opinion should
be obtained through a public meeting. The
Council agreed with Keith Hardwidge,
chairman of the committee, that it should
first decide its own views arising from
study of the proposals and having had the
site meeting. A decision on a public
meeting was deferred until 25th January.

Vacancy on the Council

The Council was surprised to receive the
resignation, notified to the chairman the
previous day, of Coun Jennifer Crook. She
explained in her letter that the pressures
of her recently extended working hours
had led to her to conclude that she could
nel adequately attend to Council duties as
well as she would wish. Mrs Crook has
been a member since 1997, and chaired
the Council’s Footpath Committee for
most of that time.

Acceptinging her resignation, Terry
Parker, the chairman, and others expressed
their regret that Mrs Crook was leaving
and took the opportunity to praise and
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thank her for her services. The District
Council Electoral Office had been
informed and a public notice issued by the
Clerk of'the Parish Council. If ten electors
do not request, within 14 work-ing days,
that is by 8th February, that thev wish to
hold an election, the Parish Council will
co-opt a replacement.

Pitchcombe ward boundary change
The Council had been invited to comment
on a Boundary Commission proposal that

Pitchcombe be included within a new ward
to be called Over Stroud, to include
Whiteshill and Randwick.Pitchcombe
Parish Council were against such a
proposal since they felt neither social or
geographic affinity with these two
villages.

It was agreed to support the Pitchcombe
PC wview, drawing attention to
ecclesiastical and other strong connections
with Painswick and its valley.

Snow clearance and gritting

Several complaints had been received
about the lack of treatment of & number
of roadways within the village. Having
contacted the Divisional Surveyor’s office
the Chairman reported that they would
welcome information from the Pamish
Council indicating their order of promities
for gritting some side roads. The Survevor
had been unable to determine theses
priorities and had relied upon local
knowledge to fix his gritting schedules.

Councillors identified roads such as
Tibbiwell as being of special importiance,
and took note of an additional grit-bin
recently located at the top of this road.

It was agreed to notify the Survevor
of priority roads and that David Hudson
and John Stephenson-Oliver should
immediately devise a listing for him. It was
also hoped that residents would inform the
Parish Clerk if bins needed topping up.

Painswick Beacorn management
Malcolm Watis reported that =z
management scheme had been worked out
for the whole of the Painswick Beacon
through collaboration between Painswick
Beacon Conservation Group and English
Nature. This was now with Painswick Golf
Club and, subject to their agreement, it
was confidently expected that once
implemented the plan would be in the best
interests of all users of the Beacon.

Recreation Field golfing

Four letters had been received, critical of
permitting golf'to be practised on the field.
These suggested that golf was not suitable
for this location, that there had already
been expensive damage to neighbouring
property, and that people in gardens
nearby felt vulnerable from erratic
trajectories. Putting up signs to discourage

or limit the activity was pointless.

The matter was referred to the
Recreation Field Trustees who met in
private immediately after the full Council.
(Readers may recollect that 12 members
of Council are also Trustees.) The
Trustees have decided that any use of golf
balls on the recreation field is prohibited.

Recreation Field play area *

Malcolm Watts reported that the
additional play equipment had now been
installed and was proving popular, despite
the recent poor weather.

Recreation Field - a Village Green?
The Council noted a suggestion [rom a
local resident to the County Council that
all or part of the Recreation Field be
declared a Village Green, with the intent
of applying legal constraints applicable to
such greens. This was referred to the
Trustees for initial comment. The County
Solicitor had advised that, under the
Commons Registration Act 1965, action
was unlikely to be possible since the date
for considering such a change expired in
1970. There were also other legal factors
involved.The Trustees agreed that no
action was needed.

Bus shelter for Cheltenham Road

A new cantilever-type bus shelter is
shortly to be erected by the Council, at
the expense of the developers of Gyde
House, close to Lower Washwell Lane.

Bus changes

The hoped-for additional evening bus
service to Cheltenham, reported last
month, will not operate after all.

Car sales alongside the A46
Further public comment had been received
on the extent to which car sales along the
stretch of Stroud Road above Salmon
Springs was occupying the traffic lay-by
opposite the sales areas, including damage
to the embankment. There was also
concern about sales-area floodlights
dazzling drivers travelling north. Although
this matter had been drawn to the attention
of County Highways officers and the
Police last November little seems to have
changed; it was agreed to seek a report on
any action that had been taken.
*Mentioned on another page
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New head for
The Croft

The Croft School governors have
announced the appointment of 2
new head teacher. He is Mr Roger
Harding who is presently head of
Coberley C of E Infants School. He
starts at the Croft after the Easter
break. Mr Harding lives in
Abbeymead, Gloucester.

Angela gets
her first
legacy into
print

Painswick is about to have another first-
time author join its ranks when Angela
Woodward's book, The Legacy, is pub-
lished next month.

Angela, 46, from Gyde's Farm, Stroud
Road, worked on the book in the evenings
and at weekends for two years, because
she had a full-time job at her husband's
glazing business in Cheltenham. Angela
has always loved horses and riding, and
inevitably her book unveils love, hate, in-
trigue and murder in the world of
horse-racing and big business.

She had the usual problems of a new
author - 16 or so rejection slips before
being taken up by the Scottish publisher,
Cowan Publishing.

Angela spent her teenage years in Sin-
gapore where her father was posted in
1964 during service with the RAF. There
she was one of only a handful of Cau-
casians to represent Singapore in national
swimming competitions.

On returning to England and leaving
school at 18, she went to work in a path-
ology laboratory. Her husband, Roy, at one
time was an apprentice with Fred Winter's
stables at Lambourn. They met playing
badminton, not in a stable block, and
moved to Gyde's Farm seven years ago.

"T've always wanted to write and now
I can find some time to do so," Angela
told the Beacon. And she's already half-
way through her second book.

Emma Hodge of Christ Church presents gifts to Rowena Francis af the supper

Fitting farewell for Rowena

The Rev Rowena Francis, who takes up a
new appointment in Coventry this month,
has been minister of Christ Church,
Painswick, for barely four and a halfyears,
but in that time has made a huge impact
on both the church and the wider village
community

It was fitting that the farewell supper
for Rowena on 12th January was an ecu-
menical occasion with representatives
from all of the local churches, and it was
in keeping with Rowena’s personality that
she made sure it was a happy event,

celebrating a stimulating period rather

than a time for sadness.

Brief speeches were made by the chair
of Churches Together Around Painswick,
Jane Robinson, and by a member of Christ
Church Council, Audrey Price. In their
tributes to Rowena, they praised her
ecumenical spirit, energy, dedication and
leadership skills. Reference was also made
to her work in a2 wider Christian context
that encompassed national and even
international institutions.

Churches Together and Christ Church
presented gifts; these included a
watercclour of St Mary’s Street by
Painswickian Len Taylor, and wooden
artefacts by local craftsman Dennis

French. The Rev Bob Miles, Vicar of
Painswick, rounded off the evening by
thanking Christ Church for organising
such a memorable occasion.

Looking back over the past few years,
itis apparent that nothing was ever routine
for Rowena. Whether preparing to address
several thousand worshippers at last year’s
massive P2K event, ora modest gathering
at Ashwell House, she gave the task
meticulous care and boundless imagin-
ation. There was an element of surprise
and freshness in every service or meeting
that she organised. There was compassion
and humanity, too, as vividly shown by
her memorable choice of words when
leading a funeral service last year in the
most harrowing of circumstances. Rowena
will be a hard act to follow.

Pamela and Alan Bamber
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Above: View from Stamages Lane car park of the NHS Trust plan for St Mary's
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Vacant home put to good use

If you have parked your car recently in
Stamages Lane car park and returned to
find it surrounded by two police vans and
a police car - as happened to a Beacon
committee member - you would be
forgiven for fecling apprehensive.

PAINSWICK MEMORIALS

HEADSTONES ADDITIONAL
INSCRIPTICINS
VASES & PLAQUES
FULL RESTORATION &
PET MEMORIALS CLEANING SERVICE

PHONE FOR A FREE COLOUR BROCHURE
TEL / FAX : Q1452- BI2032
MOBILE : 0797-9282443

FREE HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

The explanation is less sinister. Police
dog handlers are using the empty St
Mary’s Home for training their young dogs
to enter a large and often complex
building, searching for missing people or
criminals who might be armed. Between
three and six German Shepherds are being
trained at one time at St Mary’s. The house
is not being used for illegal drug searches.

Police have also used Gyde House and the |

Rugby Club grounds. “We are regularly
in touch with estate agents around the
county to find suitable properties we can
use temporarily,” dog handler PC Ian
Anderson told the Beacon.

FROLESTER FAYRE

T.W Hawkins & Sons
Church Farm, Frocester,
Stonchouse, Glos., GL10 3T1.

8 Tel/Fax 01453-822054
PRRWE 700D A7 7478 PRICES

Our products include: all joints of pork - cut to your
requirements, farmhouse pork sausages, home-
cured bacon, home-cured gamman joints and
sisaks, homemade faggots in gravy, homemade
assorted pies, real dripping, % pigs for freezer. All
products are subject to availability, but please do not

RESTHAVEN

Resthaven, Pitchcombe, Nr Stroud,
Gloucestershire GL6 6LS.
Telephone: Painswick (01452) 812682

RESIDENTIAL/NURSING HOME

SHORT & LONG TERM &
RESPITE CARE

SINGLE ROOMS

PRIVATE CHAPEL

PLANNING
APPLICATIONS

Applications

* Ambleside, The Green, Edge. Regularly
remove small long branches from the trunks
of two limes.

* [Edge Cottage, Edge. Erection of garden
art studio/storage shed.

*  Damsells Mews, The Park. Fell one lime,
one horse chesmut, one field maple and one
ash.

* Queens Mead. Renewal of permission
83765/1/A for erection of one dwelling with
new access to Queens Mead.

* Bayliss Cottage, Sheepscombe, Erection
of stable/haystore.

* Byeways, Stepping Stone Lane. Erection
of extensions.

* Olivers Mill Cottage, Cheltenham Road.
Erectiion of single-storey extension to provide
porch and conservatory.

* The Lodge, Gyde House. Erection of two-
storey extension, conservatory and internal
alterations.

Revised plan

* Cleverlys, Vicarage Street. Erection of
two-storey and single storey extensions. Main
changes: Two-storey extension omitted and
loft conversion included.

Consents

* A46. Erection of bus shelter opposite
Green Acres.

* Stoneleigh, Gloucester Street. Demolition
of extension and erection of new single-sto-
rey extension.

* The Stables, Greenhouse Court, Bulls
Cross. Erection of extension to provide de-
pendent person's annexe.

*  Meadowhill, Washwell Lane. Loft conver-
sion and dormer window.

* 4 Spring Cottages, The Vatch, Slad.
Erectiion of single-storey extension.

* 5 Spring Cottages, The Vatch. Erection of
garage with hobbies room above.

* Hyett Orchard, Hyett Close. Prune lime
trees at rear of 8 Hyett Orchard.

Permitted development

* The Stables, Gloucester Road. Replace-
ment of existing timber windows with stone
surround windows.

Appeal dismissed

* Shutway Quarry, Jack's Green,
Sheepscombe. Retrospective application for
erection of one dwelling.

Garages and All Building Maintennncel
Nautural Stonewerk a Speciality

Extensions|

B0 =
a7e
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Parish of Painswick, Painswick Ward

Notice is hereby given that due to the
resignation of Mrs Jennifer R Crook, a
vacancy exists in the office of Parish
Councillor for the parish of Painswick
(Painswick Ward).

The vacancy will be filled by election
if any ten local government electors for
the said electoral area submit a written
request to that effect in the manner
prescribed below, and if no such request
is made the vacancy will be filled by the
Parish Council.

Any request for an election to be held
to fill the vacancy must be made in writing
and must reach the Returning Officer,
Stroud District Council, Ebley Mill,
Westward Read, Stroud, Glos GLS 4UB
not later than
S5pm an Thursday 8th February 2001

Peter Grant
Clerk to Painswick Parish Council

Parish skips

Stroud District Council have confirmed
the following dates for skips to be located
as follows:

Slad, 16th-19th March and 7th-10th
September.

Edge, 23rd-26th March and 14th-17th
September,

Sheepscombe, 30th March -2nd April
and 21st-24th September.

Painswick, 6th-9th April (Stamages
Lane car park) and 5th-8th October (Hyett
Orchard).

CORRECTION

In the article about the 2001 Census in last
month's Beacon, it was stated that the ma-
jority of gquestions "require only four
answers." This should have read "require
only 'tick' answers" ( ic residents only have
to tick the relevant boxes). The substitu-
tion of the 'tick’ symbol by the word 'four'
occurred as a result of an odd computer
software guirk, but we should have spot-
ted it and we apologise to readers and to
Roy Welbourne for this unfortunate and
misleading error.

During December, a total of 39 people
failed to turn up for their appointments
at the doctors’ surgery.

That’s equivalent to six and a half
hours of wasted time for the GPs and
nurses there.

Practice manager Nicola Hayward
says that this problem of no-shows is
worse in winter, and although there are
good reasons in a few cases for not being
lee to notify the surgery, the issue is

,
Waste of doctors' valuable time

X

causing concern. “In winter it’s difficult
enough to get to see your own doctor, so
we cannot afford to waste appointments
like this. If we are told, even at short
notice, we can put the appointment to
good use in almost every case.”

So if you cannot make your ‘date with
the doc’ remember to let the surgery
know, the earlier the better. Fine them
all £10 for abusing the needs of others,
one resident suggested to the Beacon.

[etters to the

London Marathon

My daughter, Mrs Tabby Puzey, is running
for the third time in the London Marathon,
this year supporting Whizz-Kidz, a charity
providing wheelchairs, trikes and walking
aids for crippled children.

Tabby lives near Inverness and works
for and with Korean Veterans (her father,
Major Patrick Angier, was killed in the
Korean War). She has found in helping
the disabled how difficult it is to get
suitable wheelchairs, and has pledged to
raise £1500 sponsorship money for the
charity.

If anyone would like to make a small
contribution, I would be delighted to
forward it to her. | also have raffle tickets.
There will be a coffee morning and bring-
and-buy sale at my home on Tuesday, 6th
March from l0am to noon. All are
welcome, and if you would like to meet
Tabby to speak about the project, she will
be visiting me on the 6th and 7th April for
the 50th anniversary commemoration of
the Imjin battle taking place at the
Cathedral.

Diana Feilden
1 Hambutts Mead

Remembering Gladys

I had the pleasure and privilege of being
a near neighbour to Mrs Gladys Home
from the moment I bought my cottage in
Tibbiwell Gardensin 1971. I grew to know

Editor

and admire her increasingly for her
gardening knowledge and her devotion to
birds, as described by Maggie Drake in
January’s Beacon,

But I remember her especially for two
acts of kindness. She would often see me
doing some very crass and unprofessional
things to my garden. She never
commented, but if ever I asked her for
gardening advice, she would give it
generously and meticulously. So did her
friends, Rose Tranter and Freda Ireland.
What elegance and neighbourliness.

Another memory was of her offering
spontanecusly but firmly to do my
washing when I came home after six
weeks in hospital. And she did so for
months thereafter. A lasting quality was
her faultless memory of past Painswick
life - she could place people and events
vividly and precisely, both orally and in
writing. She was a very special person.

Eileen O’Sullivan

Michael Davis

Building and Maintenance Contractor

Painswick 01452 812598
Mobile 07889 092279
e-mail: Mike@painswickd fsnet.co.uk

ALL types of building work carried out.
Natural Stonework and Dry Stonc
Walling a speciality
Lived and worked locally fon
auer 30 geans
Member of the Guild of Master Craftsmen

A.Jd. BULLINGHAM
LANDSCAPE &
GARDEN SPECIALIST
All aspacts of garden work undwtthn
+ Ponds » Patlos e
= Brickwerk
+ Dry Stona 'll-l!hsg
= Turfing « Plating

01452 813155
\ Mobile 0374 460139

3 Upper Washwell,
Painswick, GL6 6QY

GENERAL BUILDERS
AND DECORATORS

* NATURAL STONEWORK
* ROOFING - ALL TYPES
* NEW BUILD & EXTENSIONS

= ALL REPAIRS - MAINTENANCE
WORKS

* ESTABLISHED 1956

2 Gloucester Street, Painswick,
Gloucestershire GLE 6QN
Telephone: Painswick (01452) 813051




Lots of fun
with blooming
numbers

MNumbers and sums can often prove to be
the dread of school children, but local
schools, including the Croft, have pro-
duced some new teaching materials based
on work done over the past year at the
Rococo Garden.

The idea is to bring numeracy out of
the classroom and apply it to a business,
while making it fun for children as young
as infants. The 60-page pack has lots of
activities to be enjoyed at the Garden.

Nine local schools took part and the
project was a collaborative effort between
the Stroud and Mid-Gloucestershire Edu-
cation Business Partnership and the
Rococo Garden,

Already schools have tried out the ac-
tivities, the children have had enormous

Teachers receive their certificaies from Bob Eccles, cen-‘.re,. at the
Rococo Garden launch. Gary Tucker of ithe Croft School, right

fun and the worksheets have proved very
educational. The resource pack was writ-
ten to coincide with the opening on 24th
January of the Garden's new education

An arresting concert!

It is about two years since the
Gloucestershire Police Choir performed
in Painswick, so it was particularly
gratifying that their return visit should
have been a complete sell-out at the
Painswick Centre on 26th January. Every
available chair was commandeered for the
capacity audience and the 44-strong choir.

The choir, formed in 1970 and with a
current membership of more than 100,
sang a well-balanced programme of songs,
choruses and arias that delighted their
receptive audience. Starting with
‘ Another Opening of Another Show’ from
the musical, Kiss Me Kate, it included
some of the long-established and cver-
popular male chorus standards such as
‘The Drinking Song” from The Student

PAINSWICK
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TRAVEL INSURANCE FOR YOUR
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+ FREE CHEQUE ENCASHMENT AND
DEPOSITS INTO YOUR LLOYDS/
TSB, BARCLAYS, COOPERATIVE,
ALLTANCE AND LEICESTER, SMILE
AND CAHOOT ACCOUNT

PAINSWICK POST OFFICE 812303

Prince, the ‘Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves’
from Verdi’s Nabucco and what is possibly
now the best-known of opera arias,
‘Nessun Dorma’ from Turandot. Also
included were songs from the new
generation of musicals by Steven
Sondheim and Andrew Lloyd-Webber.

On a lighter note, an arrangement of
the nursery thyme,’ This Old Man,” by the
choir’s competent conductor caused
smiles and chuckles among the audience
(as did the ingeniously improvised
conductor’s podium, hastily constructed
from a set of steps filched from the
dramatic society’s props, on which he was
precariously balanced, just). For
sentimentalists, there was the beautifully
harmonised version of the classic ballad
immortalised by the late Matt Monro,
‘Softly As I Leave You.*

All these were interspersed by a variety
of other songs, including a spiritual. 2
Welsh hymn, a Barbershop number, and
the very topical *Who Wants To Be A
Millionaire?’ The choir’s resident soprano
soloist sang two sings by Ivor Novello,
an Irish piece, and ‘Wouldn’t It Be
Luvverly?’ from My Fair Lady. The
concert was rounded off with a foot-
tapping rendition of ‘The Rhythm of Life’
from Sweet Charity and “You’ll Never
Walk Alone’ as an encore,

This was a polished, well-rehearsed
evening’s entertainment, thoroughly
enjoyed and appreciated by the audience.
Painswick Centre management committee
extends its thanks to the choir, the
audience, and to all those who have
contributed to the Millennium Appeal
since the beginning of the year.

Maggie Drake

centre, where Bob Eccles, chairman of
Stroud District Council, presented certifi-
cates of distinction to the Rococo Garden
and to the schools.

Paul Moir, trustee of the Garden, said:
"We were delighted when we were ap-
proached. It has always been our aim to
show that gardens are not just about flow-
ers," and Anne Hawkins, the project
coordinator, said: "It seemed such an im-
aginative way to teach maths. Who would
have thought of using a garden?"

Training closes surgery

On Wednesday, 14th February and Thurs-
day, 15th March, the Hoyland House
surgery will be closed to routine appoint-
ments between 1.30pm and 5pm for staff
training. It will reopen as usual between
Spm and 6pm. If you need a doctor in an
emergency during these closure times,
please telephone 01452 812545,

Staff training is taking place through-
out the Stroud area, involving every
doctor's surgery.

Building Repairs
Painting & Decorating

Carpentry
T MIFFLIN

Enquiries Welcome
Telephone Painswick 813866

PRIVATE HIRE TAXI

AILLAN & MARTIN WEAGER
(Formerly Rylands)

01453-763947 (Allan)
01453-76484S5 (Martin)
Allan (mobile): 07712-776470
Martin (mobile): 07808 722255
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Year 6 pupils were
asked to write letters
% to the Prime Minis-
ter expressing their
views on the Millennium
Dome. Here are two of them:

Dear Mr Blair

I am writing to inform you that I think the
Millennium Dome should never have been
built.

First of all the Millennium Dome has
lost a lot of money which could have been
spent more wisely on 48 new secondary
schools. This would mean higher educa-
tion and more education than the
Millennium Dome itself.

I believe that four new hospitals could
have been built instead of the Dome. Asa
result it would reduce the waiting lists.

Finally I think it was a disaster that
only 6.5 million visited the attraction out
of an estimated 12 million.

T hope this has convinced you that you
will think again before you build another
major attraction.

Yours sincerely

Harriet Bentley

Dear Mr Blair
I am writing to complain about the clo-
sure of the Millennium Dome.

First I have to draw your attention to
how many people have lost their jobs due
to your rash decision. Over 50 people are
without their jobs and are not earning

money. It was also a brilliant source of
entertainment for children and made a very
amusing day out. I also think it is sad that
parents who had been planning to bring
their children to the dome in 2001 are now
unable to. I believe that if the dome was
still open it would be able to pay back
s0me money.

Finally I believe you have made a mis-
take. Do you really want the country's
most exciting attraction to be closed be-
cause of a few financial problems? Please
consider my point of view very carefully.

Yours sincerely

Hannah Bolton

'‘And My Heart Soars' - a poem

The stars of the bright sky,
The skill of the sledgers,
speak to me.
The lightning flickering in the sky,
The complicated work on the computer,
The lovely food God gives us
speak 10 me,
The fitness of swimming lessons,
The kindness of parents,
The spirit of God
speak to me.
The brilliant school people give us,
The money we need for poor people,
The food people need
speak to me.
And my heart soars.
William Moir (aged 6) and
Nick Needham (aged 7)

for

Three additional play items for children
have been installed on the village
recreation field. They are an elaborate
Hog’s Back made of wood and rope for
climbing up and down, a Dizzy Spin for
standing on as it rotates, and a Yukon Log
Roll that turns as voungsters run on it
while holding a rope. Safety matting
surrounds the new equipment.

The expansion of the play facilities was
made possible by a successful bid fora £
for £ grant from Stroud District Council
up to a maximum of £4000 for each of the
parties.

Diz%z spins and log rolls
ainswick's youngsters

Painswick’s sum was taken from the
Damsell Bequest, a sizeable gift to the
village made in the early 1990s when Mrs
Damsell died, specifying that the money
should be used for the recreation field.

Coun Malcolm Watts, prime mover
behind getting the equipment in place,
said: “The council hope that village
youngsters will enjoy the new rides, and
that they will take care of them so that
future generations can have equal
pleasure. It’s thanks to the District Coun-
cil and the late Mrs Damsell that we’ve
been able to do it.”

PAINSWICK PAPERS

Have your
newspapers
magazines
and comics
delivered to your door

DON’T LEAVE IT TO CHANCE
Leave it tothe ones you love and Make a Will

® TRUST WILLS COFFER A HOME
VIBIT, FIXED FEE, WiLL WRITIHG
SERVICE ENSURING YOUR LOVED
ONES WILL BE PRUVIDED FOR
ACCORDING TO YOUR WISHES.

® WE ALSC PROVIDE ENDURING
POWERS OF ATTORNEY AND Liv-
NG WILLS

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

0800-279-0405

.
Urgent plea

from the
Brownies

Painswick and Cranham Brownies will
close at the end of this month if new
Guiders are not found now.

At present, there are 22 energetic and
enthusiastic Brownies, with a waiting
list of prospective members ready to join
when they become seven years old.

There has been a Brownie pack in
Painswick for more than 70 years, and
it would be a huge loss to the community
if it has to close. Obviously, if Brownies
does close the Guide unit will almost
certainly have to finish too.

If anyone would like to help or
would like to find out more about
Brownies or becoming a Guider, please
call Patsy Ratcliffe on 813854 or Pam
LEmTie:r on §13450.

J

Redeveloping
historic towns

This is the subject of what promises to be
a lively public meeting to be held on Sat-
urday, 17th March at the Guildhall Arts
Centre, Gloucester. The event will explore
the amenity, conservation and urban de-
sign issues surrounding redevelopment in
ancient towns and cathedral cities such as
Gloucester.

The five speakers who will prompt the
discussion are: Prof Ian Bentley from
Oxford Brookes University Joint Centre
for Urban Design, Peter Addyman, Direc-
tor of the York Archaeological Trust, Jerry
Spencer, Head of Planning Services at
Gloucester City Council, Daniel Carter,
Development Director of Arrowcroft PLC
and Richard Sermon, Manager of
Gloucester Archaeological Unit.

The meeting opens at 10am and fin-
1shes at S5pm, and there will be time for
questions and answers. It is being organ-
ised by Gloucester Civic Trust, supported
by the national Civic Trust, and sponsored
by Gloucester City Council.

Paul A. Morris

City & Guilds

General Builder * Plastering * Patios
Dry Stone Walling
Matural Stone Work A Speciality
Hard Landscaping

19 Wickridge Close, Uplands,
Stroud, Glos GLS 18T
Telephone {(01453) 752004
Mobile 0781 8087375
Email: pauimorris72@Hetmail.com

FREE ESTIMATES




{l'-‘arewell to Bob and\
Rachel Miles

A short farewell service for the Rev Bob
Miles and his wife, Rachel, will be held
at 8t Mary’s Church on Saturday, 24th
February at 1lam. Everyone will be
welcome. Both Bob and Rachel hope to
meel as many friends there as possible.
They will also be in the Church Rooms
from 9.30am until 10.30am during
thich time coffee will be served. .

POLICE REPORT

fncidents: 15th Dec to 12th Jan

House burglaries: Painswick 1. Business
premises: Painswick 1. Sheds; Painswick
1, Sheepscombe 1, Pitchcombe 1.
Vehicles: Painswick 2, Edge 1, Cranham
1. Other: Painswick 3 (theft, damage 2),
Brookthorpe 1 (theft).

Ttems stolen:

From wvehicles: Video camera, set of
wheels, steering wheel locking bar, radio
cassette and mobile phone.

From other places: Porcelain, silver
ware, mobile phone, keys, electric plane,
mountain bike, chainsaw, mower and
hedge trimmer,

Security recommendations
There have been three garage break-ins
this month and bike and garden machinery
stolen. As previously urged, chain all
garden machinery and pedal cycles
together and to the structure of the
building with a substantial chain and
padlock. This should act as a significant
deterrent.
PC Gary Power and the
Neighbourheod Watch Co-Ordinator

PATORR

KEMPS LANE, PAINSWICK
GLOUCESTERSHIRE GLE&6YB
TEL: (01452) 812160 FAX: (01452) 814059
Email: ReservationsigPainswickhotel.com
www. Painswickhorel.com

February brings romance at the Painswick
Hotel where you can enjoy a sumptuous
four-course Valentine's dinner on Wednes-
day, 14th February, for £32 per person,
imcluding a glass of Champagne

To brighten those dull winter days, why not
relax and enjoy a light lunch in front of the
fire, every day except Sunday.

Prices start at £4.

Our series of Gourmet Evenings and Wine
Tastings has begun again with another
dinner planned in March.If you would like
to be kept informed of events, why not call
us on 812160 and join our mailing list

100 years ago - mourning
continues for Queen Victoria

King Edward directed that Saturday 2nd
February be observed as a day of general
mourning for Queen Victoria who had
died on 22nd January 1901.

Memorial services were held
throughout the county. All the main pillars
in the Parish Church were draped from top
to bottom with black cloth. The pulpit was
similarly covered, whilst at the back of the
chancel the church banner was also
covered in black relieved only with a white
silver cross. The Royal Arms were edged
black, suspended high over the chancel
arch. The altar and communion kneelers
were also hidden with black material.
Despite the inclement weather,
particularly in the evening, the Church was
crowded. Funeral hymns were sung and
the Rev W H Seddon preached at both
services, devoting both to an eulogy of the
virtues and example of the late Queen.
Painswick publicans did not open unml
4pm.

There was a dissenting voice, which
made some wonder whether there was
another Jacobite plot. An anonymous
letter was sent to the Editor of the Stroud
News:

"Whereas Albert Edward, Prince of
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, has usurped the
throne of England in succession to the lais
occupant, Victoria Alexandrina, Princess
of Hanover and Saxe-Coburg and Gotha,
it is hereby Protested and Declared that
said succession if Utterly Null and Veid
and that the Lawful and rightful Sovereign
of England 1s her Most Gracious Majesty,
Queen Mary IV, heiress of the Elder line
of the Royal House, whence God defend ™

It was the ‘Legitimists” who held this
view and identified their claimant as Mary
Theresa Henrietta Dorothea, Archduchess
of Austria-Este-Modena and wife of HRH
Prince Louis of Bavaria to whom they
render homage as Mary IV and II of
England.

At Stroud Police Court on Tuesday
11th, Alfred Birt (11), a schoolboy of
Paradise, was charged by P C Jones with
stealing 10d from a milk basin in the

The boy admitted the theft, stating that he
spent 1d at Mrs Penley’s, 2d at Mr Joyce’s
and paid 7d for a knife. Mr Charles Hall,
milkman in the employ of Mr W H
Dickenson, said that when he went to put
milk in Mr Monk’s basin, on the Sunday
morning, there was no money. The bench
thought it improper to expose money in
the way it had been done, and the
Chairman said that they did not intend to
record any conviclion against the
defendant.

On Saturday the %th, Painswick Brass
Band celebrated their first appearance in
their new uniforms. At 2.30pm members
assembled and marched to the rugby
ground. Here the footballers had rigged
themselves up in various quaint costumes,
representing Hats v Bonnets, a football
match arranged by Mr E Larner. A
procession formed and they paraded the
mam streets of the village. Whilst the Band
played the match proceeded, until the
Bonnets gamed a victory by 5 points to 3.
The procession formed again, led by the
Band under Band master West, this time
headed to the Town Hall, where tea had
been laid on, which was followed by an
cntertamment laid on by Mr B W Cooke
of Brook House, who presided. The Band
had existed in Painswick for over 50 years
under the direction of Mr Benjamin
Chssold, but when he emigrated the band
broke up. The new uniform consisted of
biue beaver material faced with white
military braid, and caps to match, The
evening concluded with dancing until
11.30 pm.

At Rock Mill, Mr Charles Paish had
survived his 101st birthday by some six
weeks, but passed away whilst asleep in
his home on the 20th. He had been born
in the vear 1800, had eleven children and
had a large number of grandchildren and
great grandchildren, He experienced a life
of hardship - earning from being a farm
labourer barely sufficient to support his
wife and an increasing family. Barley
cakes ofien constituted his meals from day
to day. He was buried in Slad churchyard.

garden of Mr Frederick Monk, coachman. John Bailey
PAINSWICK ELECTRICAL |
SERVICES Cornerstones

N.I.C.E.LC. approved CONTRACTORS

SERVICE
INSTALLATIONS
The Electrical
REPAIRS Conrractors Association
Mr M TURNER

2, Folly Lane, Stroud, Glos. GLS5 18P
01453-758342 and
Painswick 812659

Chauffeur Service

Available 24 hours a day for
airports, theatres, London,
Licensed Mercedes or well

turned-out cars

Tel: 01452 770337 Fax: 770987
Mobile: 07802 154968




Alan bows out
after 20 years

At a recent editorial meeting, members of
the Beacon Committee paid tribute to Alan
Bamber's commitment to the newspaper
over some 20 years, most of that time as
editor.

Last month's issue was his last. Mem-
bers also expressed their appreciation of
the tremendous support given to Alan by
his wife, Pamela, over that period. "T'll
now find out what it's like to have four
weekends in a month," she has told com-
mittee members.

Here is Alan receiving an inscribed
tankard from Rachel Taylor, one of the
original committee members.

... and the show

The news of Alan Bamber's wish to leave
the Beacon committee was met with un-
derstandable dismay when he made it
known last year, and much thought went
into planning how the Beacon was to be
produced in future. To find one person to
fill Alan's shoes would be almost impos-
sible, so it was decided to form an editorial
team to share the tasks.

Tony Crook, whose working life has
been spent in the newspaper industry,
largely as an editorial exccutive on The
Times and The Sunday Times, agreed to
succeed to Alan's title of Editor - much to
the committee's relief! And Alan has
agreed 1o help in the changeover until the
end of March. Other new members of the
editorial team are Carol Maxwell and Iris
McCormick who join the long-standing
ones, Terry Parker, Rachel Taylor and
Jillic Speed.

goes on

Carol will be responsible for generat-
ing and coordinating material from
Painswick's clubs and societies, with Iris
having a wider role in writing on general
issues and events. Terry will still be re-
sponsible for sport but will have the added
role of Assistant Editor, while Jillie will
hold the new position of Editorial Assist-
ant. Rachel, who was a member of the
original committee, has agreed to continue
writing The Personal Column, and Eddie
Butirey retains responsibility for the Di-

The other three committee members,
Liz Fisher, Arthur Lock and Leslie
Brotherton, have agreed to continue with
their responsibilities for business adver-
tising, distribution and finance
respectively. Tony lives in Queens Mead,
Carol in Stepping Stone Lane and Iris in
The Park.

Support for Three Choirs

It’s time to look in the back of your china
cupboard or attic for odd cups, saucers,
plates, glasses, jugs etc belonging to sets
that have now almost disappeared.

Bring them along (priced please) to the
China Sale, being organised by the Friends
of the Three Choirs Festival in the Church
Rooms on Saturday, 31st March from
1lam to 4pm. There, everyone can try to
find other pieces that match existing sets

to buy and help the Friends’ funds.

The committee hopes each year to
donate to the Festival at least £15,000 to
help with the enormous cost of putting on
this great international event in August.

Offers of help will be most welcome,
and there will be coffee available. For
more details call Diana Feilden, | Hambutts
Mead. Tel 812112 or Margaret Richards,
Bank House, New Street. Tel 813685.

JOHN SAUNDERS
CERAMIC WALL AND FLOORING SPECIALIST
For all your ti]ing requirements

BRIDGE HOUSE

BENTHAM Tel. 01452 864210
CHELTENHAM Mobile 0976 352360
GLOS. GL51 5TZ

G J HOGG
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Interior and Exterior Painting
Wallpapering, Glazed Tiling

Estimates Free
8 Upper Washwell
Painswick
Glos. GL6 6QY
Telephone

PAINSWICK 812505

The Village
Quiz - now's the
time to enter

The annual Beacon Village Quiz is
looming — an opportunity for local clubs,
societies, neighbours in a street, or any
other group with something in common,
to form their teams of four and join us to
pit their wits against our question-setters.

As well as our shield, awarded
annually to the winners, there will again

. be prizes for the first, second and third
teams, plus a prize for the team with the
most eye-catching dress or mascot.

But regardless of prize-winning, we
can assure you of a really fun-filled
evening in which taking part and meeting
friends is what it’s all about.

Because of space limitations we will
appreciate hearing as soon as possible
about entries. Included in the £12 per team
{unchanged again) is a large half-time
snack, so we need to order these also. The
date is Saturday 17th March, starting
promptly at 7.15pm in the Painswick
Centre. Doors open at 6.45, as will the bar.

We’re looking forward to seeing the
current champions, Painswick WI, try fo
hold on to the shield. But could this be
third time lucky for Painswick Players,
runners-up for the past two years? Or have
St Mary’s Angels been receiving special
coaching in an attempt to regain the
trophy? Where else could you havea great
evening’s entertainment, including
substantial refreshments, for just £37

You will find a tear-off slip at the
bottom of the diary. To be sure of a place,
please send in your team’s entry (and
cheque) as soon as possible.

PAINSWICK VILLAGE
DENTAL SURGERY

Les Robinson B.D.S.
Private, BUPA, Denplan

Appointments available Monday to
Saturday and late evening Thursday

* Cosmetic Dentistry * Hygienist
* Personal Professional Service in
Relaxed Atmosphere

TEL: (01452) 814427

Hoyland House, Gyde Road, Painswick, Glos.
GL6 6RD




Are you making full use
of our Library?

Book Sale

There’s still time to visit Painswick Li-
brary’s non-fiction book sale, though a
number of villagers have already been to
snap up their favourites. Librarian
Rosalind Davie told the Beacon that it’s
likely the sale will finish next week.

Story time

And for mothers with toddlers, don’t for-
get the Friday afternoon Story Time
sessions. They start at 2.10pm, and there
is room for more pre-school children 1f
you feel like a break from routine. On
2nd March, the library has its first Bed-
time Stories session, again at 2.10pm.

'Golden Dagger' award

Every Year, the UK Crime Writers” Asso-
ciation award the ‘Golden Dagger’ to the
best crime novel. The Award is consid-
ered the most prestigious for books of this
kind. “We all love a good *who dunnit®

book, be it a murder mystery, crime or |
thriller,” said Anne Morgan, of Glouces- |

tershire’s Reader Services. "So we asked

readers from all local libraries to help us |
to identify what we called the *Glouces- |

*rn

tershire Golden Dagger’.

It was no surprise that the Inspector
Morse books were nominated by many, as
this series 1s equally as popular with read-
ers as 1t is with TV viewers. The Way
Through the Woods, written by Colin
Dexter, the creator of Morse, came joint
first with The Scolds Bridle by Minette
Wealters. This book is full of mystery, sus-
pense and psychological elements. These
two fitles, plus a range of other crime
books, are available at all public librar-
IES.

The 'Golden Dagger' cards, on which
readers nominated their favourite crime
book, allow the library service to deter-
mine what book stocks to have in future.

And if you are a lover of crime fic-
tion. the Crime Readers Group welcomes
new members. The group meets at Chel-
tenham library on the first Wednesday of
every month at 7.30pm, to swap books,
discuss favourite authors and go on thez-
tre trips to see crime-related plays. Ring
Anne Morgan on 01242 532681 for fur-
ther details.

Holocaust
Memorial Day

Although the 27th January was designated
Holocaust Memorial Day, Stroud District
Council and the local Jewish community
organised a service two days earlier to
avoid a clash with other events. The serv-
ice was held in the St Laurence Church
Hall, Stroud, for all denominations. Lo-
cal school children, clergy, civic leaders
and the Member of Parliament, David
Drew, attended. Terry Parker, chairman of
Painswick Parish Council, represented the
parish.

Bastet Boarding Cattery

NOW OPEN

Proprietor - Janet Horner
Feline Advisory Bureau Trained

Forty Acres, Wick Street
Stroud
Tel: 01453 752006

Individually heated chalets with
outdoor runs

Keep to the right!

A resident has written asking if we could
remind Painswickians of the ‘rule of the
road’ for pedestrians.

She says that in view of the number of
busy lanes in and around Painswick that
do not have pavements (Stamages Lane,
Kemps Lane, Kingsmill Lane, for
instance) it seems surprising that so many
people choose to walk on the wrong side

of the road. They do so at their peril. The |
rule, she says, is to KEEP TO THE |

RIGHT, i.e. directly facing the oncoming
traffic.

The advantage of this is that
pedestrians are more quickly aware of
approaching vehicles on their side of the
road and therefore can take evasive action.
Also it is better for the motorists because
pedestrians are less likely to make a
sudden movement into their path.
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Eye examinations at home - for the
housebound
Specialised service - Tree (NHS) for
those over 60 including Glaucoma
screening and full sight test
Telephone 01453 833272
or 07967 743676 (mobile)
Graham O'Regan BSc FSMC FCOptom

|

Painswick Beacon
Conservation
Group news

Painswick Beacon Conservation Group
has re-elected Malcom Watts as chairman
and Cedric Nielsen as secretary. The fol-
lowing items were decided at the last
committee meeting.

The group has been accepted as an as-
sociate member of the Cotswold AONB
Partmership.

A joint meeting with the Painswick
Bird Club will be held again this year, fol-
lowing the success of the one on
introducing the Red Kite to the Chilterns.

Paul Hackman of English Nature
agreed to help with the information board
designs through an AONB partnership
contact.

English Nature had produced a draft
Site Management Statement for the Golf
Club. Several members had commented
and Paul Hackman said these would be
considered when finalising the SMS. Con-
cemns centred on management of the 80
acres outside of the golf course, bounda-
nies, protection of the Site of Special
Scientific Interest, and definition of scrub.

The winter programme of scrub clear-
ing was continuing, with the western
ramparts of the hill fort now finished.

Duncan McKenzie

London outing

The next coach outing to London will be
on Wednesday, 21st March, leaving
Stamages Lane car park at 8.30am and
setting down at Harrods, Knightsbridge at
zbout 11.15am, and around 11.30am at the
National Gallery, Trafalgar Square. Return
will be from Trafalgar Square only at
6.30pm. The fare is £9.

Bookings by cash or cheque payable
10 Painswick L & B Outings should be
made with Joan Truman, Little Place,
Hollyhock Lane, Painswick GL6 6XH.
Enguiries to Joan Truman (813963) or
Pauline Berry (813227).

ANNEMARIE DUCKWORTH

MSSCh MBChA

REGISTERED
SURGICAL CHIROPODIST
TEL: 01453 759956
HOME VISITS & SURGERY (GROUND FLOOR)
CAR PARKING
TREATMENT & ADVICE ON ALL FOOT
HEALTH PROBLEMS

NAIL INFECTIONS - DIABETIC & ARTHRITIC
CONDITIONS - CORNS - CALLOUSES - INGROWN
NAILS - ATHLETES FOOT - VERRUCAE

THE OLD CONVENT CENTRE
BEECHES GREEN, STROUD, GL54AD




Roof with a
view

Ever since the “Goose-wing Grey” roof
went on to the new properties at Painswick
Heights (aka the Squash Club) there has
been comment around the village about
how unsightly it was and how it spoilt the
view across the valley.

Complaints went to the Parish Coun-
cil. The council contacted SDC, who had
approved the roofing material, to check
whether the developer had kept to the
specification.

Marcus Whitmore, the SDC compli-
ance officer, has informed the Beacon that
the powder-coated metal roof meets the
approved specification for colour and ma-
terial exactly.

That’s no comfort for residents who
see the roof as it appears in our photo-
graph above.

Did you hear? Helen Briggs and David
Archard were on Radio 4 on 23rd Decem-
ber, talking about 'Customs m Painswick'
- Puppy Dog Pie and the Clipping Serv-
ice. The broadcast was one of those in the
BBC's Open Country series.

TREE ™
SURGERY

Environmentally
Sensitive
Thinning - Reshaping - Felling
Planting: Fruit Tree Pruning;
Wildlife Advice
Professional Service: Fully Insured:
Vision 21 Accredited

Landcare Services
6 Pullens Road, Painswick

John Rhodes
812709

How did it all begin?

One version of the history of Valentine's
Day goes like this: Mid-February was tra-

ditionally the time of the Lupercian

festival, an ode to the God of fertil-
ity and a celebration of sensual
pleasure, a time to meet and court a
prospective mate.

In AD496, Pope Gelasius out-
lawed this pagan festival, but he was
clever enough to replace it with a
similar celebration, one deemed to
be morally suitable, for fear presumably
of raising the wrath of the populace. He
needed a lovers' saint to replace the pa-
gan deity, Lupercus.

The martyred Bishop Valentine was
chosen as the patron saint of the new fes-
tival. He had been beheaded for helping
young lovers to marry against the wishes
of the mad emperor, Claudius. Before his
execution, Valentine himself had fallen in
love with his jailer's daughter. He signed

v

his final note to her "From your Valen-
tine,"” a phrase that has lasted through the
centuries.
Pope Gelasius didn't get everything
he sought in this deal. The pagan
festival had certainly died out but
he had hoped, as a result, that peo-
ple would emulate the pious lives
of saints. Instead, they latched on
to the more romantic aspect of Saint
Valentine's religious life.
While not as immediately popular as
the more passionate pagan festival, even-
tually the concept of celebrating true love
became known as Valentine's Day. So they
say.

Somewhere to go for

half-term days out

If you have nothing planned to occupy
youngsters for days out over the half-term
holiday, here are some ideas that will
prove interesting.

Weird, Wacky and Wonderful Writing
20th February, 10.30am - 12.30pm. For
5 to 9 year olds,

A two-hour workshop investigates the
wonderful world of writing, including
solving and designing hieroglyphic puz-
zles, creating your own name plate in il-
luminated or copper plate lettering, and
making a Celtic name pendant. Held at
the Corinium Museum, Cirencester. Cost
£3. Booking desirable.

Explore the Home Front
21st February, 10.30am - 12.30pm. All
ages.

If you can remember World War Two,
and you enjoy talking it through with
grandchildren (or children?), then
Ampney Crucis Village Hall is the place
to go. Handle real Home Front memora-
bilia from tin hats to tins of dried egg. Pass
on your knowledge to younger folk while
they take part in lots of activities explor-
ing what life was like between 1939 and
1945, Free.

Roman Puppet Theatre
231d February, 10.30am - 12.30pm. For
5 to 7 year olds.

First the children can listen to the tales
of ancient Rome, then choose their favour-
ite characters and turn them into puppets.
An absorbing two hours that is bound to
enthuse children. Corinium Museum. £3.
Booking essential.

Stitch in rhyme

A peep into the fascinating world of tex-
tile illustration by exquisite stitching and
hand painting is promised in an exhibi-
tion running from 3rd February to 17th
March at Cheltenham Art Gallery and
Museum.

The exhibition of work by Belinda
Downes will appeal to adulis and children
alike, illustrating nursery rhymes and fairy
tales. Belinda has worked with several
children’s writers, such as Joan Aitken and
Annie Dalton.

At the same location, from 17th Feb-
ruary to 10th March, Cheltenham School
Art offers an exhibition by young and tal-
ented artists from the region. No pose,
no attitude and refreshingly direct works
that will surprise and amuse.
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COMPLETE GARDEN MAINTENANCE

MOWING HEDGE CUTTING
PATIOS PONDS
Free estimates
Phone 01452 813738
Mobile 0402 912392

FACUUM CHIMNEY SWEEP
Phone 001452 813738 L
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