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‘At your 
service’ for 
over forty 
years 
Forty-one years ago when John and 
Barbara Hulme first came to Painswick 
from Newent to set up Central Stores there 
were four other shops carrying groceries 
in the village. They were bustling with life 
as the A46 carried streams of traffic down 
from the midlands to the south coast 
before the days of the motorway. At that 
time there were no traffic lights or yellow 
lines along New Street so parking outside 
the shop was easy and ensured good trade. 
Over the intervening years many of 
Painswick's shops have disappeared but 
Central Stores has gone on to become one 
of Painswick’s most valued and enduring 

institutions. 
During the power cut a couple of 

weeks ago, Painswick was plunged into 

  

Barbara and John Hulme - our 'Painswickians of the Year' 

darkness and many of the shops in the 
village were unable to remain open. The 
Hulmes were characteristically undeterred 
by such an event. They promptly lit some 
candles, got down their manual kitchen 

  

VICAR TO LEAVE PAINSWICK 
Revd Bob Miles recently announced that 
he is to leave Painswick after sixteen years 
as vicar of St Mary’s, Painswick, St John’s 

Sheepscombe, and latterly St James’s, 

  
Cranham. He will be taking up a retire- 
ment post in Wensleydale, North 
Yorkshire, starting there on 16th March. 

Bob and Rachel will live in the rectory 
in the beautiful village of Wensley and his 
new post will involve looking after the 
parishes of both Wensley and neighbour- 
ing West Witton, conducting the Sunday 
services and ministering for two days a 
week. f 

They have been in Painswick since 
July 1984. 

Following Bob's departure there will 
be an interregnum whilst the post is 
advertised and a new incumbent chosen. 
One significant change is that the future 
role is likely to cover a wider area as it is 
proposed to merge the benefice of 
Painswick, Sheepscombe and Cranham 
with that of Edge, Pitchcombe, Hares- 

combe and Brookthorpe. Ian Gobey, who 
was recently appointed non-stipendary 
Minister at Edge, will thereafter work with 
the enlarged benefice. 

Left: Bob Miles preaching in the open 
air at last year's Clipping Service   

scales and together with a little mental 
arithmetic went on to open the shop. 

This year the Beacon Committee, 
supported by letters of recommendation 
from villagers, has chosen John and 
Barbara Hulme, proprietors of Central 
Stores, Painswickians of the Year. Their 

devoted service to the village goes way 
beyond expected standards of good 
service. As well as serving in the shop, 
Barbara can often be found helping the 
elderly or infirm across the road or 
delivering parcels to housebound 
customers. In snowy weather John and 
Barbara have delivered supplies carried 
on a sledge and John has several times 
been called upon in the night to help when 
elderly neighbours got into difficulties. 
John even developed a double hernia as a 
result of lifting invalid neighbours who 
had fallen from their beds! 

Their shop provides an astonishing 
range of quality goods including many 
curiosities untraceable in out-of-town 
supermarkets. Entering the shop and 
experiencing John and Barbara’s old- 
fashioned charm, kindness and depend- 
ability is an everyday reminder of how 
agreeable it is to live in Painswick. 

As well as running the shop John 
Hulme has also been actively involved in 
village life. He was a Parish Councillor 
for nearly twenty years from 1979 to 1998. 
He is a keen bowls player and was 
Secretary to the Bowls Club for twelve 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3



  

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

  

  

Council Meeting on 
20th December | 
Reported by Alan Bamber 

Cotswold Stone 
The Council decided to write to the Dis- 
trict Council drawing attention to 
inconsistencies in their policy regarding 
replacement stone tiles on restored prop- 
erties in conservation areas and to ask 
whether it was still policy to "replace like 
with like". In some instances SDC had in- 
sisted that expensive Cotswold stone be 
put on restored properties even though the 
buildings were out of sight, whereas in 
other cases people had been allowed to 
use cheaper materials. 

Painswick Heights 
Another resident had written to complain 
about the type of roofing material used at 
the Painswick Heights (old Squash Club) 
development. She hoped the Parish Coun- 
cil would take up the issue for the sake of 
the large number of Painswick residents 
whose outlook had been "blighted". Plan- 
ning Chairman Keith Hardwidge said the 
matter had been raised with the District 
Council but they had not yet replied. 

Golf practice 
The Council returned to the question of 
whether golf practice on the recreation 
ground was a danger to other users of the 
field. A letter from the Council's insurers 
stated that if it is not possible to fence off 
an area it may be prudent to put up warn- 
ing notices to ensure that others are aware 
of the risk. Councillors were divided be- 
tween those who thought warning notices 
were a good idea and those who wanted 

to go further and consider banning the 
activity. The majority verdict was to go 
for warning notices, at least for the time 
being. Malcolm Watts suggested the word- 
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ing: "People practising golf on this field 
must give other users priority in safety". 

Rural affairs 
A letter from MP David Drew summarised 
the Government's "Rural White Paper" 
and drew attention to the need for local 
communities to express their views on a 
number of ideas such as reviewing the 
50% rate discount on second homes. 
Among the ideas put forward in the White 
Paper is rate relief for village shops. 

Recreation Field play area 
Malcolm Watts told the Council that the 
grant application for additional play 
equipment had been successful and that 
the Council therefore had £8,000 to spend 
(comprising a grant of £4,000 from SDC 
plus an equivalent sum from their own 
Damsell's Bequest). He said the work had 
to be completed by March so it was nec- 
essary to move quickly. The council 
unanimously agreed to buy the proposed 
play items and to site them near the exist- 
ing facilities. The items are: a 'Hog's Back’ 
(climbing frame with net), "Yukon Log 
Roll’ and rope, and a 'Dizzy Spin' (revolv- 
ing circular plate in the ground). There will 
also be some safety matting. 

BMX track 
Malcolm Watts said he had applied for a 
grant of £2000 on the Council's behalf to 
fund construction of a BMX track on the 
recreation field. He needed to get plans 
drawn quickly including confirmation of 
the location. Councillors agreed on a cir- 
cular track along the lines of one at 
Stonehouse and in the area between the 
football goal posts and fence in the south- 
ern corner of the field (beyond the pavilion 
when viewed from the end of the rec al- 
ley). This was felt to be a reasonable 
distance from houses, footpaths and play 
area. It was confirmed that these decisions 
were merely to support a grant applica- 
tion and did not imply that the Council 
had given its blessing for the BMX track 
to go ahead. Councillors again praised the 
young people who had come up with the 
plans and had provided such a detailed 
description of their requirements. It was 
also again confirmed that the proposed 
track would not involve any permanent 
structures and could easily be levelled if 
it was disbanded. 

Bus changes 
A letter from the County Council listed 
changes in the Stagecoach bus services as 
from 7th January. They include the with- 
drawal of the Friday and Saturday service 
23, Stroud-Miserden-Cranham-Stroud, 
which passes through Painswick on the 
return leg. However, the letter states that 
in view of the short time scale for analys- 
ing the changes the County Council has 

agreed an additional subsidy with Stage- 
coach to maintain the current network 
whilst consultation takes place. 

A separate letter from the District 
Council mentioned the possibility of an 
evening bus service to Cheltenham. The 
Cotswold Experience Tours operate from 
Cheltenham but their bus has to be driven 
from Stroud in the early evening and then 
returned to Stroud later, so there is the 
possibility of their picking up passengers 
on the way. This might be convenient for 
people wishing to enjoy an evening out in 
Cheltenham. 
(As the response,deadline given by SDC 
was Ist December we suggest that resi- 
dents who think this is a good idea 
immediately contact Ms Emsley at SDC 
on 01453-754301, ext 4301) 

Town Hall repairs 
Keith Hardwidge reported that the Town 
Hall roof was leaking and it could cost 
about £3,000 to make the whole roof 

sound. It was agreed to seek quotations 
for the work. 

Message in a bottle 
This month sees the launch of the District 
Council's ‘Message in a bottle’ scheme, 
whereby elderly people living alone are 
encouraged to put useful personal infor- 
mation in a bottle in their fridge as an aid 
to emergency services and carers. SDC 
asked the Parish Council to identify a suit- 
able liaison person to work with the 
Community Safety Officer in identifying 
people for whom the scheme will be help- 
ful. The Council agreed to speak to the 
Surgery in the first instance. 

Hollyhock Lane 
A letter from the County Council stated 
that instructions have been issued to their 
legal services people to formally declare 
Hollyhock Lane a public footpath and the 
official Order is expected soon. 

Parking problem? 
Malcolm Watts drew attention to drivers 
difficulties in seeing round parked cars 
when emerging from Lower Washwell 
Lane into the main road. It was agreed to 
check whether parking is dangerous there. 
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John and Barbara Hulme, 
continued from page i 

years. He was a trustee of the Painswick 
Institute and he is also a trustee of the 
Gyde Alms Houses. 

John and Barbara have four children 
and nine grandchildren, four of whom still 
live in the village. 

Most readers will be aware that John 
and Barbara recently announced their 
intention of retiring and that the shop is 
on the market. It is therefore especially 
timely to choose them for our annual 
accolade and also to wish them both every 
happiness as they embark on a new phase 
of their lives. 
  

Boxing Day walk 
The annual Boxing Day Parish Council 
footpath walk took place on Tuesday 26th 
December. Thirty people and three dogs 
set out from Stamages Lane car park ona 
gloriously sunny and frosty St Stephen’s 
Day morning to return there approx- 
imately two hours later. Although the 
sunny day was a welcome change from 
the very wet and overcast weather of 
recent times, the ground was still very 
muddy in places and the route had to be 
altered from the one originally planned. 
Cattle crossing points can be particularly 
difficult on footpath routes which are 
otherwise trouble free: not that anyone is 
suggesting the cattle shouldn’t have 
priority. 

The party which included visitors from 
the United States made its way down 
Vicarage Street past Lovedays Mill 
through Dell Farm, Longridge Wood, 
Down Wood, Blackstable Wood and 
Beech Lane before returning along 
Vicarage Street to the car park. These 

annual walks started in December 1986, 
following a suggestion to the Parish 
Council by Alan Bamber, and have 
continued each year since that time. 

Terry Parker   

The Editor's word is final! | 
ae Ss ee 
| 
| 
| From the Beacon editor, Alan Bamber: 
“This month’s Beacon bears my name as 

| editor for the final time. After nearly fif- 
teen years at the helm (178 issues to be 

| precise) I feel it is high time that I made 
| way for fresher and more agile minds. I 
| am also leaving the Beacon committee. 

In departing the scene I must thank 
| all those clubs, societies and individual 
households that have welcomed me into 

| their midst, whether to report on their 
| activities, take photos or listen to their 
| fascinating stories. These experiences 
have made me aware of the extraordinary 
number of interesting people and insti- 

| tutions that make up our community. I 
an grateful for having had this privilege. 

  

As from the publication of this edition | 
(6th January), my place as editor is being | 
taken by Tony Crook. | 

Tony may be contacted on the 
Beacon telephone line (814500) and | 
email address but please allow a few days 
for the re-installation to be sorted out. | 

Other points of contact remain essentially 
the same as before (see back page), but | 
the committee may wish to clarify the 
new structure and specific roles in a 
future edition. 

I wish my former colleagues well. | 
They have been a great team to work 
with. So long as they remember that an | 
ellipsis only has three dots, they’ll do 
fine. Farewell.” 

Zero tolerance on vandalism 
There has been an increase in acts of van- 
dalism in Painswick over the past few 
weeks and this has been causing concern 
to residents, the police and Painswick Par- 

ish Council. 

Incidents have included damage to 
fencing, broken road signs, eggs thrown 
at a front door, and destructive acts inside 
churches. 

A resident wrote to the Parish Coun- 
cil last month complaining of having to 
spend £200 on fence repairs and not be- 
ing able to afford to do this again. This 
gave rise to a lengthy debate at last month's 
council meeting about how to combat the 
problem. Councillors agreed that a higher 
profile response was needed. 

Councillor David Hudson said that 
most people knew who the main culprits 
were but it was difficult to take action if 
they weren't actually identified when in- 
cidents occurred. People must come 
forward when they witness any act of van- 
dalism. John Stephenson-Oliver said it 
was Vital to give residents the assurance 
that the Council would support them in 

  

  
Boxing Day walkers ready for the off. If you've counted fewer people in the photo 

than stated to be on the walk, the explanation is that some people arrived rather late 
and our photographer was reluctant to ask the early-birds to line up again! 

identifying and taking action against cul- 
prits. He said the Council should make it 
their policy that they were not prepared 
to tolerate any acts of vandalism at all. 
Councillors agreed that united action by 
the council and residents was important 
and that people should be asked to report 
every incident that they see, both to the 
Parish Council and the police. Council- 
lors also stressed the importance of taking 
immediate action on seeing any incident. . 

The Council passed a resolution that 
they should provide a statement for the 
Beacon, and this reads as follows: 

“The Parish Council is very concerned 
at the number of incidents of vandalism 
taking place in the village. The Council is 
anxious to take positive steps to stop such 
incidents and asks residents if they would 
please provide not only the police but the 
Clerk to the Parish Council with details 
of any incidents which they encounter. In 
this way the Council hopes to be able to 
obtain sufficient evidence to take the 
appropriate action. Details may be 
provided in writing to the Clerk at the 
Town Hall or by telephone on 01452- 
812722. 
Terry Parker, Parish Council Chairman” 
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Future plans for the Painswick Centre 
On behalf of the Painswick Centre 
Trustees Management Committee I should 
like to thank all of those individuals and 

businesses in Painswick that have 
contributed towards our Millennium 
appeal. As you know our target is £10,000. 

-§0 far donations have reached nearly 
_ £5000 and this, together with the grant 
from the Parish Council, leaves us well 

on the way to achieving our aim. We have 
been immensely gratified by the level of 

support from the people of this village and 
encouraged by the knowledge that so 
many people are behind us. 

We plan. to use some of the money to 
decorate the Hall and to put in place the 
plaques on the Supporters Wall. Work 
should commence in January and will be 
ongoing for some time. Once funds are 
available we shall complete the Green 
Room, thus making it suitable for 
community services and to support 

.«» and coming to the Centre this month - 
the Gloucestershire Police Male Voice Choir 
Most Beacon readers will already have 
seen the two earlier items, in previous is- 
sues, about the forthcoming concert to be 

given by the Gloucestershire Police Male 
Voice Choir, here in Painswick, which will 
take place on Friday 26th January at the 
Painswick Centre, but for those of you not 

already aware of this event, hopefully the 
news will be a pleasant surprise, and some- 
thing to look forward to after all the 
seasonal festive activities are over. 

The choir has become very popular in 
recent years, and has earned itself a repu- 
tation of performing to a very high 
standard. Their repertoire includes songs 
to suit all tastes, from folk music to clas- 
sic, songs from the shows, popular light 
music, to hits from the charts. We are most 
fortunate that the choir has been able to 
atrange a visit to Painswick in its busy 
schedule, and sincerely hope it will be 
singing to a full house. It is some years 
since it sang in Painswick, so it is to be 
hoped that their return visit will be a suc- 
cessful and memorable occasion. 

The concert will start at 7.30pm. Tick- 
ets, price £6, are available at The Shetland 
Shop, the Post Office and the Gloucester- 
shire Guild Gallery. Soft drinks and wine 

will be on sale before the concert and dur- 
ing the interval. 

Further information can be obtained 
from Maggie Drake (813841) or Jackie 
Herbert (813229). We look forward to 
seeing you on the 26th. 

activities in all areas of the Centre. 
However, much more needs to be done 

and the speed of progress relates directly 
to the money available and the amount of 
repairs that will arise from time to time. 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to 
thank the Parish Council for their support 
and the Beacon whose team of dedicated 
hacks has readily given us space, often at 
very short notice. 

John Stephenson-Oliver 

(See also request on page 7) 

Piano available 
The Painswick Centre has a large solid 
upright piano that is surplus to needs. The 
piano is available to anyone who is able 
to collect it and make a suitable donation 
to the Centre. Please call Rose Smith on 
Painswick 812369. 
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LANDSCAPE 
GARDENING 

A Complete Garden Service 

Regular Garden Maintenance 
Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming 

Construction of:- 
Ponds and Water Gardens 

Drystone Walling, Paving 
Fencing, Turfing, Seeding 
All Apects of Tree Surgery 

FULLY INSURED 
Ask for Adrian Harris 

Floribunda 
(01452) 527647       

  

Pictured above is Robert Rees, formerly of the Country Elephant (and now TV celeb- 

    
rity chef!), who returned to Painswick on 7th December to give a demonstration of 
‘Quick and Easy Christmas Cookery’ at the Painswick Centre. Robert's relaxed style 
and confident patter went down really well with an enthusiastic and participative 
audience. The superb dishes that he made went down really weil too! 
  

  

CENTRELINE 

  

STONEMASONS & TRADITIONAL 
BUILDING REPAIRS 

TEL: 01452 813892   FAIRFAX HOUSE VICARAGE STREET PAINSWICK     

Bastet Boarding Cattery 

NOW OPEN 
Proprietor - Janet Horner 

Feline Advisory Bureau Trained 

Forty Acres, Wick Street 

Stroud 
Tel: 01453 752006 

Individually heated chalets with 
outdoor runs  



Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity 
Everyone is welcome at the following ecu- 
menical events during the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity: 

Sunday 21st January, 6.15pm. Unity 
Evening Service at the Roman Catholic 
Church of Our Lady and St Thérése. 

Monday 22nd January, 12.15 - 
1.15pm. Austerity Lunch at Christ Church 
Hall. Hostess: Kate Davie. 

Tuesday 23rd January, 7.30pm. 
Churches Together short service of wor- 
ship in St Mary's Church followed by a 
committee meeting. 

Wednesday 24th January, 10.15am. 
Ecumenical prayers at Church of Our 
Lady and St Thérése. 

Thursday 25th January, 6pm. Evening 
Prayer at Prinknash Abbey. 
  

Induction service 
Revd Rowena Francis leaves Christ 
Church this month to take up her appoint- 
ment as Minister of Warwick Road United 
Reformed Church, Coventry. Rowena will 
be inducted as Minister at her new church 
on Sunday 18th February at 3pm. 

Christ Church and Rodborough Tab- 
ernacle have booked a coach and this will 
be leaving Painswick at 12.45pm. Some 
seats are available for anyone else who 
would care to join us. The cost will be £6 
per person. In view of Rowena's enthusi- 
asm for cooperation between the local 
churches during her time here, we are sure 
she would be delighted to see people from 
Painswick's other churches at her induc- 
tion service. Please contact Gill Gyde on 
812587. 
  

Austerity lunches 
Thanks to the generosity of the providers 
and all those who partake of the Monday 

‘feast’ I have been able to send a Christ- 
mas cheque for over £200 to each of our 
three charities - Christian Aid, Oxfam and 
Save the Children. The first of our twelve 
lunches after Christmas is on Monday 15th 
January, 12.15 - 1.15pm in Christ Church 
Hall. Bob Shea and his team will be wait- 
ing to greet you. 

A very happy New Year to you all. 
Joan Truman, Hon Treasurer 

  

  

  

MICHAEL NYE 
Fine Woodworking 

Beautiful furniture, kitchens, 
cupboards, doors, windows, boats, 

musical instruments ... 

==VOUR IDEAS BECOME REALITY== 

Tel. Edge 01452 814372           

  

“Important for the future of our villages, 
and an enjoyable day", is how we 
described the event which will take place 
on Saturday 27th January 2001. The 
interest is mounting, and we are very 
pleased that Edge, Sheepscombe and 
hopefully Slad are all taking part. 

We promised further information, 
and here it is. 

9.30 Those interested assemble in 
each of the four villages. Painswick 
participants will meet at the Town Hall, 
Edge and Sheepscombe in their Village 
Halls. Tea/coffee and biscuits to 
welcome them. It could be cold, it could 
be wet, but the programme proceeds 
anyway. 

9.40 Explanation of what is expected. 
Briefing papers issued and questions 
answered. 

10.00 Divide into chosen teams 
which set off for their patch, complete 
with photographer, map and scribe, plus 
mobile telephone and courier. (Details of 
Painswick teams below.) 

11.15 First film of thirty-six shots 
taken by each team to be on its way to 
the Painswick Town Hall. 

11.30 latest All first films will be 
taken off to a print shop waiting for them 
in Stroud. 

12.15 Second film on its way to the 
Town Hall. All teams make their way to 
the Town Hall. Soup available, plus 
beverages. Bring your own sandwiches 
for a working lunch. 

12.30 latest All second films off to 
print shop in Stroud. 

1.00 First films developed are 
returned to Town Hall and distributed to 
the teams who took them. Teams 
commence their work on selecting 
relevant photographs and notes to 
accompany them, pasting on sheets to 
display, etc. 

2.15 Second film arrives at Town 
Hall. Added to work already done. 

(Shaping the future! 
Painswick 2001 VDS Workshop 

3.15 Teams begin their five-minute 
presentations to whole of those 
assembled. Not only will the photo- 
graphs, and the notes alongside them, be 
of enormous value as the Design Team 
attempts to draw all the ideas together, 
but we will be recording the presentations 
as well. 

4.30+ Conclusion. 
There will be seven teams covering 

Painswick village, and a coloured map 
showing the areas each will walk and film 
will be displayed on the Parish Council 
notice board about a week beforehand. 
The core of each team’s area will be 

P1-Pullens Road/Upper Washwell/ 
Churchill Way; 

P2-Gloucester Road and Street; 
P3-Stroud Road/Stamages Lane; 
P4-Kingsmill Lane/Greenhouse Lane; 
P5-Cheltenham Road/The Park/The 

Highlands; 
P6-Vicarage Street/Lower Washwell; 
P7- Edge Road/New Street. 
Each will include side roads and 

associated areas such as the recreation 
field and cemetery. 

Are you interested? If so please 
contact Leslie on 813101 to say which 
area and whether you have a 35mm 
camera, a mobile telephone (for 
emergencies only), and use of a car. We 
supply tea, coffee, soup, two rolls of 
35mm film for each team and materials 
for the final presentation. We hope very 
much that you will take this opportunity 
to shape your village’s future. 

If you have ideas, but cannot come 
along on that day, please let us have them 
before the 27th. 

A pre-Workshop gathering for all 
from Painswick village who are 
interested has been arranged for 6pm on 
16th January in the Town Hall to help 
ensure all runs smoothly. 

Please come along. Please join in. 
Anne Smith, for the Design Team   
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Stonehouse, Glos., GL10 3TI. 
TeVFax 01453-822054 

GARM FOOD AT FATR PRICES 

Our products include: all joints of pork - cut to your 
requirements, farmhouse pork sausages, home- 
cured bacon, home-cured gammon joints and 
steaks, homemade faggots in gravy, homemade 
assorted pies, real dripping, % pigs for freezer. All 
products are subject to availability, but please do not 
hesitate to contact us for a full product and price list. 
All orders over £40 and within 15 miles can be 
delivered free of charge.     Go on, try some and ‘taste the difference’. 

  

  

Paul A. Morris" 
City & Guilds 

General Builder * Plastering * Patios 
Dry Stone Walling 

Natural Stone Work A Speciality 
Hard Landscaping 

19 Wickridge Close, Uplands, 
Stroud, Glos GL5 1ST 

Telephone (01453) 752004 
Mobile 0781 8087375 

Email: paulmorris?72@Hotmail.com 

FREE ESTIMATES ©



  

  

Census 2001 is coming - count me in! 
As many Beacon readers will know, the 
Office for National Statistics conducts a 
national census every ten years. The aim 
of the questions is to present as detailed a 
picture as possible of people, households 
and housing in England and Wales, in 
order to help with national and local 
planning in areas such as education, health 
and social services provision. All 
questions have been selected following 
consultation with central and local 
government, academia, health authorities, 
the business community, groups 
representing ethnic minorities and others 
with special interests or concerns. To be 
included, the questions must meet the 
needs of a substantial number of users, be 

acceptable to the public and yield good 
quality data. 

The broad topics covered by the 

questions include household accommoda- 
tion, household relationships, health, 
including long-term illness/provision of 
care, qualifications, demographic charac- 
teristics such as gender, age and marital 
status, household relationships, ethnicity, 

migration and questions related to 
employment. 

The majority of the questions will 
require only four answers. The 
Enumerator (Census taker) will write in 
the full postal address of the household 
and the name of the householder 
responsible for completing the form. All 
other sections of the form will be 
completed by the household. Incidentally, 
the house-holder is required by law to 
complete the form and send it off in a post- 
paid, pre-addressed envelope provided. 
The Office for National Statistics will 

  

  

Pottery demonstration at the Guild 

  

GODDARDS GARAGE 
Cheltenham Road, Painswick 

  

   
= 

* Brake Safety Centre 
* Full servicing & repair facilities 
* Pre-MOT checks/MOTs 
arranged 

* Ti Crypton engine tuning service 
* Petrol/Diesel/Tyres/Exhausts 
* Private Hire Taxi 
* Paraffin/Coal/Calor Gas/Charcoal 

     
Painswick's Anne James was one of the 
members of the Gloucestershire Guild of 
Craftsmen who gave talks and demon- 
strations at the Painswick Centre during 
December. Above: A visitor watches as 
Anne prepares the raw material for anew 
piece. Right: the finished products - some 
examples.of Anne's beautiful lustre ware 

  

publish the UK’s collective data in the 
normal way after the Census. 

So it isn’t just a case of ‘Big Brother’ 
keeping his eye on us! Far from it. Did 
you know that all information given on the 
Census Form is treated with the utmost 
confidentiality and is kept secure for over 
100 years? No other government depart- 
ment or agency is given access to any of 
the individual or specific data obtained. 

Beacon readers may wish to play an 
active part in the Census. Census District 
Managers are currently recruiting Census 
Team Leaders and Census Enumerators 
for this area. Team Leaders will start on 
19th February 2001 and finish on 1st June 
2001. The work will be on a part-time 
basis for a period roughly equivalent to 
around four weeks’ full-time work for a 
fee of £1186. Enumerators start on 20th 
March 2001 and finish on 21st May 2001 
for a fee of £318, working on a part-time 
basis, equivalent to around two weeks’ 

full-time work. Much of the work can 
done outside normal working hours and 
people in employment may apply as well 
as retired people. Application forms and 
job descriptions are available from Stroud 
Job Centre. For more information about 
the Census, visit the website: 
www.statistics.gov.uk or telephone 01329 
813800. 

  

Roy Welbourn 

  

  

  

    
‘Personal attention for your car 

Telephone - 81 2240 

  

      
  

  

PRICE DAVIS 

Chartered Accountants & Registered Auditors 

We offer a fast response and a 

personal service for all your 

taxation and accountancy problems 

Contact Howard Davis on: 

Painswick 812491 

Mobile phone 0836 515701 

Email sales @ pricedavis.co.uk 

  

    

  

Michael Davis 
Building and Maintenance Contractor 

Painswick 01452 812598 
Mobile 07889 092279 

e-mail: Mike @ painswick4.fsnet.co.uk 

ALL types of building work carried out. 
Natural Stonework and Dry Stone 

‘Walling a speciality 

Lived and. worked locally fan 
over 50 years 

Member of the Guild of Master Craftsmen            



New Year wishes 
The Chairman and members of the Parish 
Council wish all parishioners a very happy 
and prosperous new year, 

Jennifer Crook, Ann Daniels, Keith 
Hardwidge, David Harcup, David 
Hudson, Johnny Johnston, Terry Parker, 
John Stephenson-Oliver, Martin Slinger, 
Denise Ward, Malcolm Watts, Jacqueline 

Woof 

  

  

Snowfall poses familiar questions 
Last week's snowfall and subsequent 
three-day freeze brought familiar prob- 
lems. In Painswick the crisp conditions 
and cloudless skies made for delightful 
scenes and gave a rare opportunity for the 
energetic to indulge in winter sports, but 
for others, especially those who could not 
avoid travelling, the conditions were not 
so pleasant. 

The main road through Painswick was 
quickly cleared and passable, but some 
side roads and pavements remained 
treacherous throughout the period. The 
Beacon understands that this gave rise to 
several unfortunate incidents, including an 

injured person having to be carried all the 
way up Tibbiwell because an ambulance 
could not get near her house. Some resi- 
dents again asked why secondary roads 
were not gritted and complained of pave- 
ments that were more dangerous to walk 
on than roads. 

The Beacon asked Parish Council 
Chairman and County Councillor Terry 
Parker if he wished to comment. He told 
us that he had been in touch with the 
County Council officer responsible, Nigel 
Powell, to clarify the situation. Mr Powell 
confirmed that the Council works to an 
established set of priorities and they have 
to give precedence to clearing principal 
routes. Their ability to treat secondary 

  

Can you put the Centre on the map? 
We urgently require help to promote the 
activities that take place in the Painswick 
Centre. We need someone to look at how 
we can inform a greater number of people 
of events that take place in the Centre and 
thus increase support for these events. * 

We also require somebody to market 
the facilities that the Centre can offer to 
various businesses and other potential 
users in the area, with a view to increasing 
the use of these facilities and increase the 
income to the Centre. 

If you have experience in these areas 
or have an interest in developing these 
skills and are prepared to give alittle time 
to the Centre please contact us. There is 
no commitment to Committee work, 

should this not be of interest to you. All 

we need is a little of your time. 
Please contact either John Stephenson 

-Oliver on 812232 or Jackie Herbert on 
813229. Many thanks. 

Trustees of the Painswick Centre 
  

  

By the way... 
You are probably aware that several 
of Painswick's streets have had 
their names changed over the years. 
Vicarage Lane is an easy one to work 
out, but do you know what Barnet 
Street, Towys Well, High Street, Pig 
Street and Russell Street are now 
known as? Answers on page 16. 

By Grumbler 
  

  

THE GARDEN PLAN 
Landscaping Patios Fencing 

Trees Borders General Maintenance 

How does your garden grow? 

FREE ESTIMATES 
GENERAL AND SPECIFIC PROJECT WORK 

Stuart Colley 

Painswick 

Mobile: 07932 972675 Tel: 01452 814379 
stuart @ upperwashwell netscapeonline.co.uk         

roads depends on the severity of the con- 
ditions, but they do their best to respond 
to calls and there is a phone line that doc- 
tors and other emergency workers can use. 
A high priority is also given to pre-salting 
of roads. The salting may not be as read- 
ily discernable as in former years but this 
is simply because a new type of treatment 
is being used. 

As regards pavements, the problem 
here is that the County Council could not 
do such work without assuming responsi- 
bility for clearing all pavements in the 
county; this would be a colossal under- 
taking. 

Terry Parker told the Beacon that he 
has been considering two ideas that may 
improve things in the future. One is for 
the Parish to draw up its own priority list 
for gritting of secondary roads, to be given 
to the County Council. The other is to try 
to implement a better ‘self-help’ scheme 
within the community, perhaps in the form 
of action groups. He will raise these points 
at the next Parish Council meeting. How- 
ever, Mr Parker did not think it would be 
practical to ask the village handyman, or 
the current snow wardens, to extend their 
duties. (The snow wardens are responsi- 
ble for alerting a local farmer to roads 
blocked by snow so that he can clear them 
with a snow plough) 

A special problem in Painswick is that 
emergency workers such as doctors, fire- 
fighters and ambulance drivers have a 
difficult problem because of the narrow 
streets, regardless of snow conditions, and 

this may have been exacerbated last week 
by the number of holiday visitors who left 
their cars parked in places that made ac- 
cess more difficult. 

Residents are reminded that grit bins 
are located at various points around the 
village, and that the authorities should be 

contacted immediately if any bins need re- 
filling. Don't wait till the next snowfall! 
  

  
ELECTRICAL 

AND 

rN YY) 
SERVICES 

  

New Installations, Rewires, Extra Sockets, 
Lights, Showers, Security Lighting, 

Economy 7 Heating, etc. 

Professional intruder alarm 
systems fitted from £330. 
Remote control car alarms 

fitted from £70. 

Door Entry and Closed 
Circuit Television Systems fitted 

For a friendly, prompt and 

reliable service contact 

Steve Gallagher 
on Eastington (01453) 791209 

ALL WORK 
FULLY GUARANTEED WITH 

NO ADDED VAT      



  

  

PLANNING 
APPLICATIONS 
Applications 
e Hyett Orchard. Prune lime tree at rear of 
8 Hyett Orchard. 
° Holly House, Slad. Installation of dormer 
windows to front and rear to enable attic con- 
version. 
e Church Orchard, Sheepscombe. Retro- 

spective application for erection of pergola and 
insertion of doorway to replace window. 
* Copse Cottage, Jack's Green, 
Sheepscombe. Single storey extension to form 
breakfast room and conservatory. Replace 
existing single garage with new double garage. 
° Cleverlys, Vicarage Street. Erection of 
two-storey and single storey extensions. 

Revised Plans 
¢ The Stables, Greenhouse Court, Bulls 

Cross. Erection of extension to provide de- 
pendant person's annexe. Main changes: 
corrected windows. (SDC ref 00/1707) 

Consent 
« Turnways, Butt Green. 1st floor extension 
to create new bedroom and shower room. 
« Bay Tree House, Far End, Sheepscombe. 

Erection of balcony and alterations to dwell- 

° Ladymead, Kemps Lane. Erection of con- 
servatory. 

« Stonewyck, Cheltenham Road. Erection of 

shed. 
¢ Pill Farm. Erection of agricultural imple- 
ment shed (full planning permission required 
because of Article 4 Direction on land). 
¢« Down House, Bulls Cross. Erection of 
conservatory to south elevation and insertion 
of 2 velux rooflights. 
¢ Yokehouse Lane, near Painswick. Change 
of use from agricultural to equine. 
e Melrose Cottage, Cheltenham Road. Sin- 
gle storey extensions to cottage. 

Plan Withdrawn 
e Red Stables, Yokehouse Lane, Bulls 
Cross. Erection of 2 storey extension (SDC 
refs 00/1193, 00/1201). 

  

  

_.. Max Knowles 
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Stonemason and Conservator 

@ SPECIALIST IN LIME MORTARS FOR 

REPAIR AND CONSOLIDATION 

  

  

# SITE SURVEYS AND CONSULTANCY 

% ARCHITECTURAL CARVING 

SYMPATHETIC STONE CLEANING 

BESPOKE HEADSTONES 

# CARVING COMMISSIONS 

  

5 Glencairn Park Rd. Cheltenham Glos GL50 2NA 

Tel/fax (01242) 242242       

PAINSWICK SPORT 
  

Back to normal for Painswick 
Painswick’s first fifteen had a good 
December and the team is once more 
strongly placed at the top of the second 
division of the Gloucestershire league 
after losing their first league match of the 
season against Southmead in November. 
Scheduled to play Bristol Telephones at 
Broadham Fields on 9th December, the 
visitors were unable to field a full team 
and Painswick were awarded the points. 

The following Saturday Painswick met 
promotion rivals Dursley and the game 
was expected to provide the cherry and 
whites with a tough test of their abilities 
and so it proved. The surprise was the 
seemingly convincing score line in 
  

Oxford Blue 
Oxford University student Nick Marsh, 

whose parents live at The Highlands, was 
delighted to be at Twickenham playing in 
the annual Varsity match against 
Cambridge last month, not least because 

injury had prevented him from playing in 
the corresponding game last season. Nick, 
who plays at full back for the Dark Blues, 
was very pleased to be on the winning side 
but agreed that the victory had been hard 
fought with Cambridge leading by 16 
points to 11 midway through the second 
half. In appalling conditions Oxford 
fought back strongly to achieve victory by 
19 points to16. 

  

Nick Marsh 

Painswick’s favour at the final whistle 
which did not reflect the balance of the 
game. Painswick’s forwards had to be at 
their best to give their backs the 
opportunity to move the ball and, given 
the very heavy conditions, they rose to the 
occasion in every sense. Painswick took 
the lead through a try from full-back 
Alastair Bressington which he also 
converted. Just before half-time he added 
a further three points with a penalty goal. 
In the second half Painswick’s forwards 
provided their threequarters with more 
opportunities and Nathan Bressington 
playing in the centre went over for a well 
worked try which his brother converted. 
Alastair kicked two further penalties to 
give Painswick victory by 23 points to nil. 

The heavy snowfall on 28th December 
meant that both the first and second fifteen 
matches scheduled to be played on 
Saturday 30th December had to be 
cancelled. 

Results {(L) league match] 
Sat 2 Dec. Painswick 1st XV 24 Wootton 
Bassett Ist XV 0. Dowty Ist XV 24 
Painswick Utd 10. 

Sat 9 Dec. (L) Painswick Ist XV v 
Bristol Telephones 1st XV (see report). 
Minchinhampton 2nd XV 5 Painswick 
Utd 56. 

Sat 16 Dec. (L) Dursley Ist XV 0 
Painswick Ist XV 23. Painswick Utd 0 
Dursley 2nd XV 24. 

Sat 23 Dec. Cheltenham Saracens 2nd 
XV 14 Painswick Utd 27. 
  

Sheepscombe bridge 
Sheepscombe Bridge Club rounded off an 
enjoyable autumn session with a party on 
14th December. Time was found for some 
bridge and also a light-hearted quiz which 
was won by Barry Edwards. 

Bridge evenings are normally fort- 
nightly, the next one being on Thursday 
18th January at the Village Hall, 7.15pm. 
Newcomers will be most welcome. Please 
phone Barry or Joy Edwards on 812588 
if you need more details. 
  

  

  

  

JOHN SAUNDERS 

CERAMIC WALL AND FLOORING SPECIALIST 

For all your tiling requirements 

BRIDGE HOUSE 
BENTHAM Tel. 01452 864210 
CHELTENHAM Mobile 0976 352360 

GLOS. GLS1 STZ             
  

Ex Demonstration 

Scooters 

Our ex-demonstration 
models are as good as 
new, affordable and 
makes light work of hills. 
For more information 
please call Corinium 
Mobility free on: : 

Mk cri  



All change at Painswick Tennis Club 
At this year's well-attended AGM, held in 
October, two pillars of Painswick Tennis 
stepped down. President Mike James and 
Men's Team Captain Peter Funnell were 
thanked for many years of loyal service. 
The new President is John Courts of 
Pitchcombe, and Men's Team Captain is 

Painswick resident Ron Barney. Joan 
Griffiths continues as Ladies Team Cap- 
tain. 

Incoming President John (pictured) is 
eagerly anticipating taking the Club 
forward, and has already established a 

‘Development’ sub-committee. He com- 
mented 

"Under the leadership of Mike James, 
Painswick Tennis Club has established a 
wide reputation as a well-equipped and 
well-run Club. I want to ensure that we 
continue to offer everyone good tennis, in 
a friendly atmosphere". 

The Club is in good shape, with six 
excellent courts, and new floodlights 

which have been much appreciated. Club 

events this autumn have been very well 
supported; a particular feature is a Thurs- 
day evening mixed tournament organised 
by John Barrus, with forty-four members 
taking part. Despite the awful autumn 
weather, there has been only one post- 
ponement. 

League tennis has not been so fortu- 
nate, some of the winter league fixtures 
have been hard hit. The forthcoming sea- 
son looks promising, with some new 
young players joining us. 

The junior section of the Club contin- 
ues to flourish, under the leadership of 
Nigel Barnett and Richard Horder. We 
now have eighty-six registered junior 
members, and junior development is a 
priority of the Club. Coaches Peter 
Boulton and Adrian Aldridge report ex- 
cellent support for their regular sessions, 
and the new Club programme allocates 
extra court time for junior practice and 
coaching. 

Jim Hutton, Publicity Officer 

PAINSWICK SPORT 

    
New Tennis Club President, 

John Courts 

  

  

Ladies hockey 

  

Painswick Ladies Hockey team, pictured before their recent match against Stroud 

    
  

  

ANNEMARIE DUCKWORTH 
MSSCh MBChA 

REGISTERED 
SURGICAL CHIROPODIST 

TEL: 01453 759956 
HOME VISITS & SURGERY (GROUND FLOOR) 

CAR PARKING 
TREATMENT & ADVICE ON ALL FOOT 

HEALTH PROBLEMS 
NAIL INFECTIONS - DIABETIC & ARTHRITIC 

CONDITIONS - CORNS - CALLOUSES - INGROWN 
NAILS - ATHLETES FOOT - VERRUCAE 

THE OLD CONVENT CENTRE 
BEECHES GREEN, STROUD, GL5 4AD       

     
   

  

    

  

TREE 
SURGERY 

Environmentally 
Sensitive 

Thinning - Reshaping - Felling 

Planting: Fruit Tree Pruning: 
Wildlife Advice 

Professional Service: Fully Insured: 
Vision 21 Accredited 

Landcare Services 
6 Pullens Road, Painswick 

John Rhodes 

812709 

   
    
    

  

    
      

    

        

    

Size matters! 

A Tennis Club member recently called on 
a friend in Cheltenham and admired the 
shelves crammed with golf trophies. 
Among them he spotted a lone, rather 
magnificent, tennis trophy and so he asked 
what tournament it was. “Don’t you 
remember?” said his friend, “‘you and I 
won it together in a men’s doubles event.” 
The club member replied that he had no 
recollection of this and was sure he would 
not have forgotten winning such a 
marvellous trophy. ”Ah”, replied his 
friend, “that wasn’t the one we received. I 
have never won a tennis event in my life 
so I decided to have a more fitting one 
made to do justice to the achievement.” 
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GENERAL BUILDERS | 
AND DECORATORS 

¢e NATURAL STONEWORK 

° ROOFING - ALL TYPES 

° NEW BUILD & EXTENSIONS 

|| e ALL REPAIRS - MAINTENANCE 
WORKS 

  
° ESTABLISHED 1956 

| 2 Gloucester Street, Painswick, - 

Gloucestershire GL6 6QN 

Telephone: Painswick (01452) 813051   
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Children from the 
Croft school con- 

y an tinue to take an active 
part in the life of the 

village and the school is 
looking forward to yet another year where 
our involvement continues and even in- 
creases. Plans are afoot to construct a 
weather station on the school grounds in 
order to keep all Beacon readers informed 
of changes in the weather. It will also pro- 
vide the children with invaluable experi- 
ence of data collecting and interpretation. 

The autumn term was once again a 
busy time for all at the school. Children 
from the school took part in the Clipping 
Service, the World Day of Prayer, Har- 
vest Festival, the Advent Service and en- 

tertained the residents of Ashwell House. 
The term was rounded off with three per- 
formances of “Christmas Presence”, a tra- 
ditional nativity put to music. All the chil- 
dren in the school were involved and their 
performances were truly memorable! 

Our chosen charity this year is CLIC 
(Cancer and Leukaemia in Children) and 
we have already raised £840 thanks to the 
generosity of all those who came to our 
Harvest Festival and Christmas produc- 
tion. This is a tremendous achievement 
and my thanks go to all those who have 
helped in some way. 

Thanks to a wonderful effort from all 
the parents at the school the Christmas Fair 
raised over £1000. This is now going to- 
wards purchasing an up to date set of PE 
mats for the teaching of gymnastics. The 
PTA continues to take an active part in 
fund raising and helping the school4n lots 
of other ways. The school is always grate- 

  

  

PAINSWICK VILLAGE 
DENTAL SURGERY 

Les Robinson B.D.S. 
Private, BUPA, Denplan 

  

Appointments available Monday to 
Saturday and late evening Thursday 

* Cosmetic Dentistry * Hygienist 
* Personal Professional Service in 

Relaxed Atmosphere 

TEL: (01452) 814427 
Hoyland House, Gyde Road, Painswick, Glos. 

GL6 6RD 

ful for the help and support that they pro- 
vide throughout the year. 

Gary Tucker 

Two contrasting accounts of the 
Nativity Play 

Last Tuesday, Thursday and Friday the 
children of the Croft School Painswick put 
on a performance called ‘Christmas Pres- 
ence’ in front of around ninety people. Mrs 
Skinner arranged the music and Mrs 
Ratcliffe made the costumes and Mr 
Tucker brought everything together to 
make a brilliant performance. Every day 
the school hall was crammed full of peo- 
ple. 

Mary was played by Lucy Moir and 
Joseph was played by Charlie Morgan. 
Children from Class 1 were all people 
from around the world. They all had ex- 
cellent costumes. There were six songs in 
total and six scenes. The play started off 
with Angel Gabriel (Chloe Temple) and 
Mary singing solos. Later on in the per- 
formance George Bancroft Livingston, 
Tom Eggerton and Greg Gwilliam sang a 
trio. The innkeepers and their wives did a 
rap about not having room any more. Mary 
and Joseph sang a duet later on in the per- 

formance. Years 5 and 6 went to Ashwell 
House on Friday to sing the songs from 
the performance and read some of the nar- 
ration. 

Thomas Williams 

Last week I played a part of Joseph and I 
was really brilliant. When I sang my song 
Sleep Little Child it wasn't as loud as I 
thought it was going to be. In the Croft 
School performance there were around 
100 chairs on the long straight floor. 

Lots of people came to watch the 
Christmas play and Richard Goddard and 
Guy Murray were doing all the lighting. 
They got every single lighting right and 
that was brilliant. Mary and me, Joseph, 
had to sing a solo on the stage together. 
There were six great songs and ten chil- 
dren and three adults and they came from 
Playgroup to watch our Christmas play. 

Mrs Ratcliffe and Mrs Cowley man- 
aged last week to make lots of costumes 
and they were made out of silk and cotton 
and they used a sewing machine what you 
don't plug into anything. Mrs Skinner had 
to arrange all the music to be played plus 
all the buttons for Thomas to play and 
press. 

Charlie Morgan 

  

The cast of the school's nativity production 'Christmas Presence’ 
  

      
  

  

  

G J HOGG 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

Interior and Exterior Painting 
Wallpapering, Glazed Tiling 

Estimates Free 

    
8 Upper Washwell 

Painswick 
Glos. GL6 6QY 

Telephone 

PAINSWICK 812505 
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Richard R Gittins 

Building Contractor 

Stone Masonry Work : Extensions : 
Roofing & Maintenance Work 

Tel: 01452-814475 
Reg, NHBC and DSWA 

Beechdene, Jacks Green, 

Sheepscombe 

  

        

    
    
     



  

  

100 years ago - including reactions to the death of 
Queen Victoria 
Applicants for Barnard’s and Olney’s coal 
and bread charities were supplied with 
their usual doles on Wednesday evening 
9th January, in the Boys' Schoolroom. 

It was announced that the Rev Capel 
Hamburg, late chaplain of Wiesbaden, had 
arranged to come and work in the parish, 
especially to superintend the music of the 
Parish Church. 

In common with other parts of the 
country, a week of united prayers was ob- 
served, The initial meeting was held in 
the Parish Church Mission Room in Vic- 
arage Street, the second in the Baptist 
Chapel, then at the Congregational 
Chapel, and finally at the Primitive Meth- 
odists place of Worship. 

A very handsome and welcome addi- 
tion to the Church plate of the Parish had 
been made by Mrs C J Williams of Gar- 
den House, Cornwall Gardens, London, 
who presented a beautiful and valuable old 
German chalice of solid silver, with a sil- 
ver paten, for use at Holy Communion. 

The rich hangings which adorned the sanc- 
tuary of the Parish Church and the new 

“carpet of silk” on the Holy Table of St 
Peter’s Chapel were the gifts of Mrs 
Seddon. 

MrJ G Ayers of Prospect House, Bulls 
Cross, had received further letters from 
his son John, who was serving with Guards 
Composite Cavalry Detachment in South 
Africa. He wrote from the Herbert Hos- 
pital, Woolwich, on the 4th January: “We 
arrived on the 4th and regret to tell you 
that I have been laid-up in bed since 16th 
December. The doctor on board the boat 
said that I had enteric fever. Upon arrival 
at the Albert Docks, I was not well enough 
to go to barracks, so I was taken straight 
to this hospital. It was just getting to mid- 
summer when we left South Africa. I find 
it rather hard that I should be laid-up just 
as I arrive home seeing that I spent the 
whole time in South Africa without a day's 
illness. I spent Christmas and New Year's 
Day in bed.” On the 9th he wrote “....get- 
ting very much better - still find weather 
here very cold. We had a very good voy- 
age but we were awfully slow. We left 
Cape Town on the 6th December and ar- 
rived at the Albert Docks on the 4th Janu- 
ary. Mail boats do the journey in 16 or 17 

  

Memories of cycling for Sam, 2000 
The beauty of the harbour at San 
Sebastian, the heat and™breakers on the 

beach at Mimizan, the chateaux, Loire 

Valley, walnut trees and quiet roads of 
France seem a long way away in this 
wettest of times of ours. 

However, I have finally. gathered in all 

of my sponsorship monies for the 
Williams Foundation and my heartfelt 
thanks go to all of you in the area who 
gave moral and finacial support. My/your 
contribution is £900 towards a total of 

£40,000 raised. 
  

  

PRIVATE HIRE TAXI 

ALLAN & MARTIN WEAGER 

(Formerly Rylands) 

01453-763947 (Allan) 
01453-764845 (Martin) 

Allan (mobile): 07712-776470 
Martin (mobile): 07808 722255 

  

  

  

OAKLEY 
GARDEN SERVICES 

QO % 
For all your garden needs 

MOBILE: 07979 590818 

I must say a large thank you to Mike 
(father of Sam) for getting me on my bike 
eight years ago to cycle the 100 miles from 
Amersham to Gloucester, followed in 
1996 by the unknown of cycling day after 
day the 400 plus miles to Paris, and then 
runs to or through Brussells, Amsterdam, 

Dublin and Berlin. 
Thanks also for organising superb 

accommodation (essential after being in 
the saddle for sometimes fourteen hours) 
and to our back-up folk for keeping us 
all superbly fed and watered along the 
way. 

Paul Griffiths 

  

    TEL: (01452) 814533     

Christmas 
competition 

Too hard? Too easy? Didn't interest you? 
Didn't notice it? Too busy? Whatever the 
reason, only three children had a go at our 
Christmas competition in last month's is- 

sue. They all got the puzzle exactly right 
and they all illustrated their answers beau- 
tifully, so we were pleased to give each of 
them a prize. Tokens for spending at 
Painswick Post Office have been given to 
Joshua Roberts (aged 6) from Slad, and 
Rosebud and William Moir (aged 8 and 6 

respectively) of Holcombe, Painswick. 
Congratulations to all three, and our 

thanks to Jennifer Barnett for devising the 
competition and drawing the pictures. 

days. According to papers fighting still 
continues and reinforcements are being 
sent out. I think our regiment is very lucky 
to be sent home out of it.” 

On 18th January, Her Majesty the 
Queen attained a similar age as King 
George III, namely, 81 years 7 months and 
25 days, and thus became the eldest Sov- 
ereign who had ever ruled the United 
Kingdom or any part of it. 

The Boddington Harriers met at 
Painswick Park on Monday the 21st. 
Three hares were set afoot and one was 
killed near the farm. A very good ‘field’ 
was present. 

The edition of Stroud News issued 
Friday 25th January 1901 had all columns 
lined vertically in black, and carried the 
following announcement: 

“Throughout the civilized world today 
the Anglo-Saxon race mourns the death 
of the Queen - Mother of their nations. 
The cherished figure which for nearly 
three quarters of a century has been sym- 
bolical of British brotherhood, culture and 
progress has passed from its active and 
dignified sphere to perpetual rest.” 

Queen Victoria had died on the 22nd 

January 1901. 
At Stroud Police Court, Mr F A Hyett, 

Chairman, asked the Court to stand be- 
fore proceeding to normal business, in 
view of the momentous and lamentable 
event which had occurred and which cast 
a gloom over the whole nation and intense 
sorrow shared by the whole of the civi- 
lized world. Similar gestures were re- 
ported throughout the country. 

Edward, Prince of Wales, was publicly 
proclaimed King of Great Britain and Ire- 
land and Emperor of India at St James’s 
Palace. The King directed that Saturday 

2nd February be observed as a day of gen- 

eral mourning and that banks be closed 
and business suspended. 

John Bailey 
  

  
  

HOME 'n' DRY 

‘DRY CLEANS CARPETS’ 
ABSOLUTELY NO DRYING 

TIME! - Guaranteed 

wi Deep Clean and remove soil & spots 

  

[7] Lift and rejuvenate carpet pile 

[P| Leave your carpets with a clean fresh scent 

fy Benefit Asthma & Dust Allergy sufferers 

ww Leave your rooms ready for immediate use 

New 'DRY’ Foam 

Upholstery Cleaning 

For a free, no obligation quotation call 

01452 612229 or 0370 4       
AL
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Tentatively into the new millennium - a review 
1st January 2000, a crisp, bright and dry - 
yes, dry —day. The scene in Painswick was 
one of balloons, music, mulled wine, 

puppy dog pie and crowds of happy 
Painswickians celebrating the dawn of the 
third millennium together. A strangely 
optimistic atmosphere permeated the gath- 
ering and now, one year on, we ask "What 

has the 21st century done for you?" 
Of course, some things don’t change. 

You could be forgiven for thinking that 
John Kennedy and Severn Trent Water had 
become a fixture, a part of life for us last 

year. They continued to dig up our roads 
and be a feature of our journeys until June 
and, just as you sighed with relief at their 
departure, their mattocks and drills were 
replaced by those of Transco renewing the 
gas mains. Even now, John Kennedy is still 
occasionally to be seen burrowing into a 
new hole on the A46 as you round a bend. 

The application by Richmond 
Healthcare to build a ‘care village’ con- 
tinued to be the subject of hot debate and 
of dozens of animated 

pitch and the golf course. When play re- 
sumed eventually, though intermittently, 
on the cricket pitch Painswick played 
some fine winning matches. Mention must 
be made of Alastair Bressington’s achieve- 
ment in being awarded a professional 
contract with the County Cricket Club. 

How gratifying to be able to record 
some of the many accolades and achieve- 
ments for the year 2000. Charles and 
Margaret Say were declared Painswick- 
ians of the Year in recognition of many 
years of devoted care at Ashwell House. 
Bernard Day was awarded the OBE in the 
New Year honours list and John Meadley 
received an MBE in the Queen’s honours 
list. Further afield, the state of Romania 
bestowed the Order of the Star of Roma- 
nia on Ian Crook and back in Painswick 
Cedric Nielsen received an award from 
English Nature for his work on the man- 
agement of Painswick Beacon. 

Not content with one accolade, Johnny 

and Hilary Johnston, proprietors of the 
Falcon Inn in 

  

letters to the Beacon. 
After months of specu- 

".. the Beacon pages reflect an Painswick and the 
Butchers Arms in 

lation the District ’™pressively dynamic and caring sheepscombe, 
Council voted not to community..." added two more 
  

refuse the revised out- 
line application, supported by the Parish 
Council, for a nursing home and associ- 
ated dwellings, to include ten units of 
affordable housing, and ¢he retention of 
the upper part of the field as an open space. 

The conversion of Gyde House into 
nineteen apartments is under way and to- 
wards the end of the year came news that 
St Mary’s Home may be demolished to 
make way for at least six new town houses. 
Will this provide yet another contentious 
topic for the coming months? 

On the ever-present vexed question of 
parking the Parish Council finally pro- 
duced a new traffic policy document which 
can be examined in the Town Hall. In es- 
sence, it proposes parking facilities at both 
ends of the village and identifies several 
possible sites. It also proposes increased 
parking restrictions in the centre, funding 
the cost of a traffic warden and the intro- 
duction of traffic calming measures. 

On the sports front there was an abun- 
dance of both individual and team success. 
Painswick sport encompasses all age 
groups and remains a lively feature of our 
community. The first fifteen failed to reach 
the quarter finals of the national Tetley 
Bitter Vase tournament, but after some 
nail-biting matches and renewed efforts 
they managed to secure their first division 
status for the new season, which has so 
far been promising. Painswick Bowling 
Club crooked a friendly finger to entice 
new bowlers of all ages to discover the 
joys of bowling in Painswick and the Ten- 
nis Club reported encouraging news about 
junior coaching and successes. Rain 
stopped quite a lot of play on the cricket 
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awards to their ex- 
isting collection. This time it was the ‘Pub 
Business of the Year’ and “Business De- 
veloper of the Year’. And, in similar vein, 

Cardynham House was selected by Which 
magazine as one of its Hotels of the Year 
(“...a peach of a place ...codles of atmos- 
phere ...impossibly quaint”). 

As for the personal physical endeav- 
ours of seemingly impossible 
proportions... well Painswick boasted a 
veritable plethora in 2000. So many lo- 
cals performed amazing feats of 
endurance, both nationally and interna- 
tionally, on bikes, foot, camels, across 

deserts, mountain ranges, continents, and 

all to raise funds for worthy causes. Back 
home in Painswick many many people put 
in wonderful efforts with the same objec- 
tive. All in all, Painswick raised a great 

deal of money for charity in 2000. 
What of Painswick’s young people? 

The Croft School is thriving. The children 
have done their share of fund raising, in- 
ternational travel, cultural, artistic, literary 

and sporting activities. The Brownie pack 
is full, the Youth Club is healthy, the Play- 
group is busy and the Beaver Colony is 
the biggest in the Stroud and Tetbury Dis- 
trict (boys and girls aged 6 to 8, not the 
black and white four legged variety, you 
understand). 

A major change at the school was her- 
alded by the retirement of headmaster 
Bernard Jones after seventeen years. Other 
significant changes on a sad note included 
the following: the Antiques and Craft Cen- 
tre closed, John Saunders’ fruit and veg 
shop closed, St Mary’s Home closed, the 

Police Station closed, the Fire Station was 

threatened with possible closure and the 
Beacon Singers stopped singing. On the 
other hand... Paraphernalia opened, a new 
boarding cattery opened in Wick Street, 
there is a new chiropodist at the surgery, 
the Gloucestershire Guild of Craftsmen 
took up permanent residence at the 
Painswick Centre, and The Painswick 
Singers started singing. 

Painswickians were encouraged to don 
their dancing shoes in 2000. Line danc- 
ing classes started at the Painswick Centre. 
In February a glittering, shimmering 
Valantine Dance was a great success at the 
Painswick Centre — red hearts and all. 
And, of course, in June the biennial 

Painswick Charity Ball raised the stupen- 
dous sum of £12,000 for Headway and 

The Haven Trust, with which Painswick 

has had long and strong connections. 
Ashwell House celebrated fifteen 

years as a day centre, offering activities, 
companionship, lunch, entertainment and 
outings to many who live alone or are 
housebound. Several couples celebrated 
diamond and golden wedding anniversa- 
ries and Brian de Courcy Ireland 
celebrated his 100th birthday in May. A 
new yew tree was planted in St Mary’s 
Churchyard as part of the national Mil- 
lennium Yew Tree Campaign aimed at 
encouraging parishes to plant young trees. 
How many does that make now in our 
churchyard? Meanwhile, in the ringing 
room of the church tower champagne was 
flowing happily on more than one occa- 
sion in January... 

Notable events punctuated the summer 
(what summer?) and autumn months. Vic- 
torian Market Day graced our streets again 
in July despite the mixed weather condi- 
tions. The Painswick Show, in its 55th 

year, was also a great success, also despite 
the mixed weather conditions. The 30s 
Kids Grand Reunion in September 
brought together old friends from across 
the world. It prompted the making of a 
new replica Bow-Wow banner which was 
carried at the annual Clipping Service. 
Earlier in the year the WI won the annual 
village quiz, toppling the erstwhile cham- 
pions, St Mary’s Church team, from their 
three-year position of glory. And in gen- 
eral, the reborn Painswick Centre has 

played host to many events already, in- 
cluding some exciting performances by 
PaDS or, rather, the Painswick Players as 

they now prefer to be known. The 
Painswick Centre Millennium Appeal has 
elicited a very generous response from 
Painswickians. 

By and large, looking back at 2000, 
the Beacon pages reflect an impressively 
dynamic and caring community. Long may 
this be the case. So, as it is probably safe 
to assume we are now truly into the 21st 
century, we wish all our readers a happy 
and healthy 2001. 

Carol Maxwell



  

Annual Directory - 
did you get yours? 

The 2001 edition of the Beacon's annual 
Directory was distributed with last month's 
issue and all households that have the 
Beacon delivered should have received a 
copy. If you did not receive yours, please 
contact our Distribution Coordinator 
Arthur Lock and he will arrange for one 
to be delivered to you. 

The Directory lists all known business 
services, shops, B & Bs, clubs, societies, 
and so on, based in the civil parish. It also 
contains useful information such as details 
of local councillors, emergency services, 
bus and train information, and meetings 
rooms. 

Readers who are aware of any omis- 
sions, errors, or changes affecting the 

Directory are asked to contact the com- | 
piler Leslie Brotherton on 813101. 
Updates of the information on file are 
made throughout the year in readiness for 
next year's edition.   

Gladys Home - a true Painswickian 
Gladys Home was a true Painswickian, 
She died in her 98th year and, in common 

with many country people of her genera- 
tion, lived throughout her entire life in the 
house in which she was born, except for a 
short.time prior to her marriage. Her hus- 
band, Reg, who predeceased her by many 
years, was the village postman, and sub- 
sequently become the milkman, having 
served in the Royal Navy during the Sec- 
ond World War. 

During her working life, Gladys was 
“in service’ in several of the larger houses 
in Painswick, caring for many of the in- 

cumbent children, some of whom still live 
here. Gladys’s contribution to the war ef- 
fort was to work as a gardener at Ashwell, 
alongside her father. Her interest in gar- 
dening never waned, and she continued 
to grow flowers and vegetables in her own 
garden, latterly with the help of her 
brother, until only a couple of years be- 
fore her death. 

Gladys always took an active interest 
  

December wedding 

  

Tourist Office 
tea 

On Monday 4th December 
Painswick’s Tourist Office 
volunteers enjoyed tea at 
Chancellors at the invitation 
of Mr and Mrs Dennis French 

of Painswick Woodcrafts. It 
is thanks to these ladies and 
gentlemen and to Terry 
Causon, their organiser, that 

Painswick still has a tourist 
office to assist our much 
needed visitors. 

D French   
  

A guard of honour for 
Captain Fred Grey and Jody 
Waller as they emerge from 

St Mary's Church after their 
marriage service on 9th 
December. 
Fred is the son of Paul Grey 
at the Shetland Shop 

  

  

Garages and All Building Maintenance 

Natural Stonework a Speciality 

Extensions 

7efles 

apo 0 

HORNE & KILMISTER 
General Builders 

For Free Estimates phone 
Painswick 812760     and 01453-872329 

PAINSWICK ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 

N.LC.E.LC. approved CONTRACTORS 

SERVICE 

INSTALLATIONS 

The Electrical 
REPAIRS Contractors Association 

Mr M TURNER 

2, Folly Lane, Stroud, Glos. GLS 1SP 

01453-758342 and 
Painswick 812659 

in village life, as a member of ‘The Young 
Wives’ group, the Falcon Bowling Club, 
and in later years she was a keen member 
of the ‘Bingo ladies’. 

As she grew older, Gladys needed lit- 
tle encouragement to reminisce about 
Painswick in her younger days, prior to 
the installation of mains water and elec- 
tricity, when water had to be carried from 

the stream at the bottom of Tibbiwell, and 
candles and paraffin lamps provided light- 
ing. 

In later life, one of her greatest pleas- 
ures was the daily visit of the many birds 
who were attracted to her garden by the 
home-made cake that she cooked almost 
daily for them, However, this proved lit- 
tle compensation for the frustration and 
chagrin she felt, that even having attained 

the age of 90-plus, her slowly deteriorat- 
ing health prevented her from being as 
active as she would have liked. 

Gladys Home's passing marks the end 
of yet another link with the past. Perhaps 
it was on account of her long life, and the 
wealth of memories and anecdotes she had 
retained of earlier times, that she some- 
times found difficulty in reconciling the 
changes that have inevitably taken place. 
Her determination and fiercely independ- 
ent character were a fine example to us 
all. 

Maggie Drake 

Sue Ryder Care 
The sum of £337 was raised at the coffee 
morning held in the Town Hall on S4tur- 
day 9th December. 

We would like to thank all the helpers 
and those who supported it, especially 
Angela Critchley for once again provid- 
ing the delicious mince pies. 

Joyce Tranter and 
Naomi Maclaurin-Jones 

  

  

Graham Feakins pip. az. 1 
Over 20 years experience in Arboriculture 

Tree Care Specialist 
e Tree Surgery 

» Mature Tree Maintenance 

e Thinning, Pruning & Reducing 

° Tree Removal & Chipping 

e Hedge & Shrub Trimming 

e Tree & Shrub Planting 

e Emergency Callout 

Free Consultation 
All Work Guaranteed 

Fully Insured 

Landscape House 
Churchdown, Glos, GL3 1NX           

  

01452 535165 
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal, 2000 

Well done, Painswick 
On behalf of the Royal British Legion I 
would like to thank all those helpers who 
sold poppies this year, whether they were 
house-to-house, street collectors, shops, 
pubs, restaurants or hotels. For the first 
time we achieved over £2,000 and that was 
with terrible weather during the whole of 
the house-to-house collecting period and 
on both days of the street selling. 

Our total came to £2,015.34, made up 
as follows: 

House-to-house 1,103.34 
Street collection 110.48 
Static points 410.11 
Church collection 349.16 

Wreaths 42.25 
I would also like to thank Mr and Mrs 

Denys Hill for so kindly letting me use 
their house again as a collection point with 
people coming and going for two days 
completely disrupting their household. 
There were also people like Alice Playle 

who helped with numerous other jobs con- 
nected with the Appeal. 

This year unfortunately I lost a few of 
my stalwart helpers and I would like to 
thank them on behalf of the Royal British 
Legion for all their work in the past. Per- 
haps some of the newer residents in 
Painswick might like to help next year, 
either doing house-to-house (you have two 
weeks in which to collect in your given 
area), or do one or two hours street sell- 

ing. If you are interested please give me a 
ring on 01452-813640. Remembrance 
Day in 2001 is Sunday 11th November. 

As a rule I do not give special praise 
to any of my helpers because peeople have 
different sizes and shapes of areas, but this 
year I feel I must mention Mrs Tranter and 
Mrs Harding who collected over £50 more 
than last year and raised £175.12. Con- 
gratulations, 

Mary Muller 
  

Foot bruised by runaway melon 
(Or, if you prefer, 'Melon bruised by runaway foot') 

Emerging from Christ Church Hall in 
Gloucester Street one afternoon in 

December, a resident’s eye was drawn to 
the sight of a largish found object hurtling 
down the middle of the street. As it 
approached it seemed obvious that the 
object was a football, and the resident 
decided to re-live his youth and hoof the 
ball back up the street to where he 
imagined some small boys must be 
playing, just like in the good old days 
when there weren’t cars about. 
  

  

THE 

eka. 
KEMPS LANE, PAINSWICK 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL66YB 
TEL: (01452) 812160 
FAX: (01452) 814059 

"The Cotswolds Best Kept Secret"' 
A light lunch. A quiet dinner with friends. 
A family party. Prepared by our Award 

Winning Team of Chefs 

Superb Luncheon 
Served Daily 12.30 - 2.00pm 

2 courses £13.00, 3 Courses £16.00 
Traditional 3 Conn Sunday Luncheon 

£17.50 ; 

Dinner Menu 
2 courses £23.00, 3 Courses £26.00 

The best of Cotswold meat, game, Severn 
salmon and Vale of Evesham vegetables 

Or simply relax by a roaring log fire and enjoy 
the peace and beauty of the Hotel with our 

Delicious Afternoon Tea Menu 

Except that it wasn’t a football, and 
there weren’t any boys. 

On impact the object travelled but a 
couple of yards up hill. Closer inspection 
showed it be a melon, and a very large 
one at that. A brief hobble up Gloucester 
Street on a bruised foot revealed no sign 
of an open car boot, nor in fact any resid- 
ent at all, let alone someone frantically 
searching for a lost melon. So where did 
it come from? And where would it had 
finished up if not so intercepted? And what 
to do with it? The resident decided rather 
unimaginatively to place it on the wall of 
a nearby garden, and the next day it was 
gone. It would be nice to think that it found 
its way back uphill to its rightful owner. 
  

      

Sale at Patchwork 
Mouse 
The Patchwork Mouse is to have a grand 
sale starting on Saturday 6th January 2001 
for three weeks before closing in February.   

  

   

   

  

   

  

   

our New Year’s 
resolution? 
The Village Diary for 2001 is in 
Painswick Woodcrafts shop. Please 
could all organisers of events, outings 
and so forth enter their dates as far in 
advance as possible to avoid double 

  

PoLicE REPORT 
Incidents: 16.11.00 - 14.12.00 
House burglaries: Pitchcombe 1. Business 
premises: Painswick 2. Sheds: Painswick 
1, Slad 1. Vehicles: Painswick 5, Edge 2, 
Cranham 1, Harescombe 1. Other: 
Painswick 1 (theft), Harescombe 1 (dam- 
age). 

Items stolen: 
From vehicles: Computer, mobile phones 
(3), credit cards (3), handbag and contents 
(3), rucksack and contents, radio/CD 
player (3), jacket, petrol, sets of wheels, 
vehicle tools. From other places: TV (2), 
video, cameras (2), jewellery, Christmas 
presents, electric drill, fax machine, 
strimmer, generator, wall stone. 

Reported incidents 
Seven incidents were reported of which 
two were of value to the Police, thank you. 

Security Improvement Recommendations: 
Many items of property were stolen from 
cars/vehicles this month. We would ad- 
vise all of you to be aware of this trend 
and remove all valuables from your vehi- 
cles when left unattended, anywhere, in- 
cluding your own driveway. 

Local Youth Activities in the Painswick Area 
Recently several complaints have been re- 
ceived by the police regarding local youths 
being a nuisance or harassing residents of 
the village. PC Power is concerned about 
the activities of these youths and the ef- 
fect it is having on these people. Please 
report all incidents of this nature. Your 
calls will be treated in strictest confidence 
but are needed to assess the size of the 
problem. It would be of great help if the 
person reporting would identify those in- 
volved. 

PC Gary Power, 01452-335674 

  

  
  

  

and parties of up te 60 persons. 

  

2 Ube Falcon Sun 
Superb LUNCHES and DINNERS in our restaurant 

oat every day. Bar snacks, morning coffee. 

The recently refurbished STABLES ROOMS are available both daytime 
and evenings, complete with their own bar, for your private receptions 

E One en-suite bedrooms have OuEry modern fenility and are ideal if yon 
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