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Farewell to
Bob Miles

A Service of Thanksgiving for the ministry
of Revd Bob Miles, Vicar of Painswick
from 1984, was held in the Parish Church
of St Mary last Saturday, 24th February.
The service marked the occasion of Revd
Miles’s retirement from the Painswick
incumbency. He and his wife, Rachel, are
to move to The Rectory at Wensley,
Leyburn, in North Yorkshire in early
March. Revd Miles’s last service before
leaving Painswick will be in the Parish
Church tomorrow, 4th March at 9.30am.
Tributes and presentations were made by
a number of parishioners during the short
service. There was laughter when Derek
Hodges commented that Bob Miles had
once said that, ”whilst his faith was
Christianity, his religion was cricket”.
The occasion was perhaps best
reflected in the prayer recited by the

Bob Miles relaxing with his wife Rachel and their four grandchildren, from the
left: Noah, Joshua, Eleni and Hannah. Eleni was only a day old when this picture
was taken

Officiant, Bill Varah. “We praise and thank
vou, God of the journey, for Bob and
Rachel who are soon to leave us. We
entrust them into your loving care,
knowing that you are always the faithful

traveller and companion on the Way.,
Shelter and protect them from all harm and
anxiety. Grant them the courage to meet
the future, and grace to let go into a new
life; through Jesus Christ our Saviour”,

St Mary's Home gets a thumbs-down

Around 60 people came to the hastily
convened public meeting on 21st February
in the Town Hall to comment on the
Severn NHS plan to develop the St Mary’s
Home site. Terry Parker, the Parish
Council chairman, opened by explaining
that the council would be meeting
afterwards, and that a recommendation
was required by Stroud District planners
two days later.

The importance of the site in the
village was such that he had felt it vital to

have wider opinion before their meeting.
News had reached the parish council just
before the meeting that the developer had
changed one block of two dwellings,
probably those in part of Stamages Lane,
into three atfordable housing units,
Keith Hardwidge, chairman of the
council’s planning sub-committee,
outlined the overall proposal for the 19
two and three-storey properties, garaging
and space for 38 vehicles, road changes
and loss of trees and hedgerows (as

No Show this year

Painswick Show Society has been forced
to cancel this year’s Show, because
landscaping work being done in the Park
of Painswick House make it impossible
for the event to be staged.

The replanting this month, and later
in the year, together with the earth-moving
to create a sweeping vista up to the front
of the house, greatly reduce the useable
ground space and Painswick Show’s Main
Ring would disappear. There is presently
no suitable alternative at the Park for the
Main Ring to hold safe showjumping. This
means that not even a truncated event
could be held, and the Society, with great
reluctance, feels it has to cancel this year.

Painswick Show is regarded as a high
quality village show and has latterly been
Gloucestershire’s only two-day event. The
Show Society is grateful for the support
it has had from Lord and Lady Dickinson
over many years, and latterly from Mrs
and Mrs Rusty Elvidge, in making the Park
available for the Show, and to ifs sponsors,
members and helpers.

The Society remains committed to the
long-term future of a quality show, and
this postponement is a temporary measure
only. The Elvidges are big supporters of
Painswick Show and "very much hope that
it will take place next year at the Park,”
they told the Beacon,

detailed in February’s Beacon). Any
developer would have to agree to pay for
footpath widening, road works and
replacing any felled trees. Additionally the
NHS Trust had said that funds raised
would be used on the Huclecote site and
for other urgent projects in Stroud and
Stonehouse,

Parish councillors had visited the area
and produced a draft report that accepted
development of this brownfield site, with
provisos on access from the A46, the lack
of affordable housing, that a mixed size
development would be better, with some
two-bedroom houses, and insisting on
rigid parking restrictions around the site
and more sympathetic building materials.
Coun Hardwidge had described the
proposed rough cast on the rear of the
properties and the rubble-stone walls at
the front.

Individuals had written to the council
objecting to the high density, light
pollution, height of the houses and the
invasion of privacy from the proposed
balconies.

Before moving to comments from the
floor, Terry Parker said that Stroud District
Council had received an emphatic
statement from the Highways authority

Continued on Page 3



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Council meeting on
21st February
Reported by Tony Crook

St Mary's Home development

The council convened immediately after
a 90-minute public meeting called to dis-
cuss the planning application from the
Severn NHS Trust for a two and three-
storey development (as reported in last
month’s Beacon).

Coun Keith Hardwidge, chair of the
council's planning committee, proposed
that the NHS plan be accepted, with the
reservations from his group, and taking
account of comments made at the public
meeting. Other councillors disagreed, say-
ing that since council had some objections
to the plan, then they must recommend
refusal, stating all of the grounds for their
decision, even though there was general
support for some development of the St
Mary's Home site.

Coun David Hudson said that the plan
was in breach of District Council's B4
Built Environment statement, particularly
in respect of the buildings down Stroud
Road. Coun John Stephenson-Oliver said
that the proposed A46 access was unsafe,
and notwithstanding the statement from
the county's Highways department that on
no account could access be from Stamages
Lane, council should insist that A46 ac-
cess be rejected. Density was too high and
the building materials inappropriate in
matching the village's present stonework.
He also said that the plan did not meet the
District Council's draft Structure Plan.

Coun Malcolm Watts put forward a
number of objections: The density was too
high for the periphery of the village; it
gave an unacceptable urban tone to the
village approach; the A46 access must be
avoided on safety grounds; there should
be a greater variety of buildings, in size
and affordability; some appropriate rede-
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velopment would have support but the
materials should be all stone, not render-
ing, and sympathetic with the village's
current environment.

The council unamimously agreed to
recommend refusal of the NHS applica-
tion on the above grounds, adding that a
more appropriate development was
needed and might be acceptable.

Care Centre propusal

Coun Terry Parker said that the present
outline application was not a fresh one,
but Stroud District Council was seeking
the Parish Council's views since the de-
veloper had asked for the original proposal
(a 50-bed nursing home, with 36 dwell-
ings in seven groups, to include 10
affordable units) to be reconsidered, even
though this plan had not been approved
previously and had been subject to a
number of conditions that the developer
had declined to meet. Terry Parker said
he understood that negotiations were go-
ing on in the background between the
developer and planners over the amount
of land that could be available.

Keith Hardwidge felt council should
stick to its original decision which was
support for a nursing home, associated
housing and 10 affordable units. Malcolm
Watts thought this was unsatisfactory be-
cause councillors did not have any detail
this time around, and Terry Parker be-
lieved this would have the effect of
supporting the application going to the
District Council even though parish coun-
cillors did not know what the proposal
was.

The District Council, he said, had not
responded to the specific question asked
by the Parish Council for details of fur-
ther land being asked for by the developer
on the A46 site. David Hudson did not
believe the parish council had ever sup-
ported such a large number of dwellings
on the plot, and that if council were to re-
spond properly, District must be more
specific. 2

It was decided, on an amendment from
Terry Parker, to adhere to the original de-
cision to support, but stating that the
Parish Council reserved its position pend-
ing details of any revised area of land
being sought by the applicant.

Washwell Farm application

Despite the parish planning committee's
approval of an application for a detached
garage with holiday accommodation, John
Stephenson-Oliver objected, saying that
council could not approve this plan be-
cause it was partly outside the building
plan area. Furthermore, he said, it was a
misleading application in that it was re-
ally for a house with a garage underneath,
not the other way around, as stated in the
applications. Council decided by a major-

ity to ask the District Council to put the
application on hold.

Casual vacancy

Since no request had been made for the
election of a new councillor, council
would now co-opt. A notice, inviting in-
terested villagers to apply, would be put
on the notice board and in the Beacon.
(See Page 4).

District Council constitution

Terry Parker reported that councillors had
been invited to 2 meeting on 6th March to
discuss three options for constitutional
change at Ebley Mill. Not one was the sta-
tus quo. The three were: a Council Leader
with a Cabinet; an elected Mayor and Cab-
inet; or an elected Mayor with 2 manager.

Footparhs committee

Malcolm Watts reported that he had taken
over as chairman, but was mot yet fully
conversant with the tasks. One or two
changes in procedure were planned and
he had been in touch with Cotswold War-
dens to provide labour.

Finance

Coun Johnny Johnston said that the pre-
cept for the FY2001-02 would be £45,520.
The two estimates for the Town Hall roof
repairs differed so widely that he felt a
further estimate was vital before a deci-
sion could be made.

Spring Clean campaign

Throughout April, Stroud District was
secking a clean-up around all towns and
villages, and volunteers were needed to
pick up rubbish in the parish. SDC would
collect the bags by arrangement. Volun-
teers will be entered in a free prize draw.

Miscellaneous
Revised speed limits would be introduced
on the Gloucester road by the summer.

Council had been advised of the pos-
sibility of a parish constable who could
patrol the village. Five years' serviceasa
Special Constable was a prerequisite.

A Gloucestershire Medal of Courage
was to be awarded. Proposals should be
forwarded to Peter Grant, the Parish clerk.

Letters on traffic speeds in New Street,
and on the Bulls Cross road into Slad were
passed to the traffic committee.
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St Mary's Home
From Page One

that there could be no access from
Stamages Lane.

Among a score of different views
expressed, the following points were
emphasised: The developers’ own
consultants had said that traffic splays did
not reach the proper safety standards.

The plan would add to the village's
severe parking and traffic problems.

The designs seem to ignore the very
fabric of Painswick’s environment.

The density, height and proximity to
the nursing home (if it is approved) would
overload that end of the village.

The village must veto a Stroud Road
entrance to the site; it is the exact spot of
a previous fatality and more accidents are
inevitable.

Stroud District Council would be
going against its own Built Environment
policy if the plan went ahead.

Should there not be an appeal to build
the nursing home/care centre on the more
appropriate St Mary’s Home site?

The Conservation Society sought
votes on several points: that the site was
not defined in the Structure Plan for
residentiial use; that it does not meet
AONB policy; that the design and
materials were out of character; and that
the A46 access was too dangerous. It’s a
pity that the Conservation Society had not
made the same objections to the nursing
home plan, came one remark.

At the subsequent Parish Council
meeting, it was unanimously agreed to
reject the proposed development, while
accepting that a more suitable plan might
be agreed.
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"The Coitswolds Best Kept Secret”

A light lunch on the Terrace. A quiet dinner
with friends. A family party. Prepared by our
Award Winning Team of Chefs |

Superb Luncheon
Served Daily 12.30 - 2.00pm
2 courses £13.00, 3 Courses £16.00
Traditional 3 Course Sunday Luncheon
£17.50

Dinner Menu
2 courses £23.00, 3 Courses £26.00
The best of Cotswold meat, game, Severn
salmon and Vale of Evesham vegetables

Or simply relax on the terrace and enjoy the
peace and beauty of the Hotel and Gardens
I with our

| Delicions Afternoon Tea Menu

An Extraordinary Meeting of Painswick Parish Council will be held on Mon-
day, 5th March at 7pm in the Town Ilall, The single agenda item is the
Council's response to District Council's letter of 18th January, 2001, request-
ing further comments on the outline application for a nursing home for up to
50 residents, with 36 associated independent living units to be provided within
seven groups. The development shall include ten affordable units, new ac-
cess from the A46 with related highway improvements and landscaping,.

Pam Currier retires as Tawny Owl

Pam Currier (left of centre) with Paisy Ratcliffe and the Painswick Brownie pack

on the day of her retirement

After thirty three years of involvement with
the Cranham and Painswick Brownies,
Pam Currier is to retire. On 12th February
the Brownie pack organised a leaving cer-
emony and presentation for Pam who has
been Tawny Owl for ten years. She started
out with the Painswick Brownies and took
over as leader when the Painswick and
Cranham packs amalgamated. Pam will
continue helping out on a more casual ba-

sis until the new team becomes established.
Since Pam announced her intention to
stand down there have been many anxious
moments. The future of the Brownie pack
became uncertain and it looked at times as
if it might have to close down. However,
after months of anxiety the Brownies are
delighted to announce that the position of
Tawny Owl has been filled by Michelle
Hurford from Upton St Leonards.

Any more wells please!

Was there ever a well in your house or
garden? Helen and Wynne Roberts are
researching the history of wells in
Painswick and are very keen to hear from
anyone who may be able to help. They
are currently drawing up a map, pinpoint-
ing wells and waler ways in the village.
From their previous article they have
had some response, locating over twelve
wells, but feel sure there are many more.
Before mains water came to the village

after the First World War many houses
had a well in their cellar or kitchen. Peggy
Perrins can remember when the stream at
Tibbiwell was dammed with stones on
Mondays in order to make a pool for dip-
ping buckets on wash day.

Please contact Wynne or Helen Roberts
on 813018 or call at their New Street home.
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Cycling and climbing
overseas for charity

Painswick girl fo help in
Romania

Zarah Hible, from Wick Street, is one of
a party of 30 from Cheltenham College,
planning a cycle relay to Romania to raise
enough money to renovate a school for
gypsy children that has not been repaired
since 1934, They also plan to provide a
minibus for disabled youngsters in
Fagaras.

The venture starts in July and is part
of an ongoing programme that the college
has had with Romanian children over a
number of years. The aim is to provide
youngsters with a chance to get directly
mvolved with humanitarian aid. So far, the
croups have decorated dormitories
throughout in an orphanage, built adven-
ture playgrounds, and provided new beds,
rugs and some medicines.

The cycling event is being relayed live
on the college's website and is expected
1o raise well over £30,000 in sponsorship.
Each student has a target of at least £1,000.
The route takes the cyclists via Portsmouth
to Le Havre and on to Strashourg, using
canal paths where possible, through the
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mountains to Munich and on to Salzburg.
From Salzburg to Budapest, it uses the
Danube Trail, then on to Vienna and
Bratislava, over the Hungarian plains to
Brasov in Romania.

Zarah has sponsorship forms at
Painswick Post Office, the Library, Londis
and the Shetland Shep.

District Nurse mountaineering
in Morocco

Rachael Setters, District Nurse at
Painswick surgery, will be putting on her
boots in June and climbing an exhausting
14,000 feet - all in aid of Cotsweld Care
Hospice.

Rachael, 28, is one of a party of 18
local medical professionals and friends
going to Morocco from 9th to 16th June
to climb Mount Toubkal, expecting to
raise at least £22 000, towards the £70,000
a year it costs to deliver palliative care in
patients' homes. This Hospice at Home
service is a valuable resource for District
Nurses to help support their own service
to palliative and terminal care cases.

In order to reach her sponsorship tar-
get of at least £1500, Rachael, a qualified
reflexologist, is offering treatment where
all proceeds will go to Cotswold Care
Hospice funds. Reflexology is a natural
holistic therapy, based on reflex points in
the feet and hands. It can restore and main-
tain the body's natural equilibrium and
encourage healing. For further informa-
tion, call Rachael on 01242 250197.
Domiciliary visits are available.

Mothers' Union gets
a new banner

St Mary's, Painswick, branch of the Moth-
ers' Union celebrated the Millennium and
their 100 years by commissioning a new
banner.

The design by Anne Shawcross had
to be approved by the Gloucester Diocese
Mothers' Union and the Vicar. Audrey
Watts organised the embroidery, and her
team was: Eileen Cottle, Nina Harris,
Shirley Owen and Margaret Richards.
Other members helped with stitchery (hid-
den) of some of the figures. Graham Ford
carved the Maltese Cross from yew, and
made the hanging pole.

The Mothers' Union is a world-wide
Christian organisation, founded in 1896,
especially concerned with all that
strengthens and preserves marriage and
Christian family life.

Jane Oftway

PUBLIC
NOTICES

Painswick Parish Council
Painswick Ward

Casual Vacancy to be filled

As the District Council Electoral Officer
did not receive any notice in writing from
ten electors within the parish requesting
an election to be held to fill the vacancy
made by the retirement of Mrs J. Crook
from the Council, the vacancy must now
be filled as soon as possible by co-option.

Interested persons wishing to be co-
opted on to the Council should write to
the Clerk not later than seven days prior
to the next Council Meeting (21st March),
stating why they would like to be consid-
ered.

To be eligible, a candidate must: have
attained the age of 21 years; be on the elec-
toral roll of the parish; or during the whole
of the past 12 months have either lived in
the parish, owned or leased land in the
parish, worked in the parish, or lived
within three miles of the parish.

Resignation

Notice is hereby given that due to the res-
ignation of Mr Keith J. Hardwidge, a
vacancy exists in the office of Parish
Councillor for the Parish of Painswick,
Pzinswick Ward.

The vacancy will be filled by election
if any ten local government electors for
the said electoral area submit a written
request to that effect in the manner pre-
scribed below, and if no such request is
made the vacancy will be filled by the
Parish Council.

Any request for an election to be held
to fill the vacancy must be in writing and
must reach the Returning Officer, Stroud
District Council, Council Offices, Ebley
Mill, Westward Road, Stroud, Glos GLS5
4UB not later than Spm on Monday, 19th
March, 2001.

Dated the twenty-seventh day of Feb-

Tuary, 2001.

Peter Grant, Clerk to the Parish Council
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Archway pair

raise funds for
India trip

Two former Croft School pupils, Laura
Clifford and Michael Jones, will experi-
ence the trip of a lifetime when they visit
India for three weeks at Easter. Laura and
Michael are part of a group of 34 pupils
and eight staff from Archway School, who
will combine sightseeing with a stay inan
ashram.

Here they will help the community in
whatever way they can, living much as the
locals do. They are being encouraged to
take small gifts to the children - pencils,
pens, crayons, small toys etc.

Their tourist trail involves three days
in a game reserve, visits to the Pink City,
Jaipur, Pachewar, Delhi and, of course, the
Taj Mahal at Agra.

The link between Archway School and
India goes back many years, with visits
like these happening every three years or
so. Pupils bear their own costs, and have
been busy fund-raising with solo and com-
bined events. Each pupil has to raise
£1000. In addition, a reserve fund is be-
ing built up for emergencies, and this will
be passed on to the ashram community if
itis not used. Each pupil will have to carry
his or her own back-pack, to hold practi-
cally everything from favourite snacks to
medical supplies.

Laura and Michael would be pleased
to be offered any contributions towards
their costs, and guarantee a written report
to everyone who contributes. Both are
from Slad and can be contacted: Laura at
The Orchard and Michael at Chantry Cot-
tage (tel 814299).

INDEPE \HI-\T ESTATE AGENTS

RESIDENTIAL SALES
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At odds with the Diocese?

Readers may be aware that John Parfitt of
New Street writes articles for the Western
Daily Press. One recent article concerns
the “the great church of St Mary’s” and
the increase in the responsibilities of the
Vicar of Painswick. John wrote that fifty-
one vicars had come and gone, two of them
thrown out for backing the King in the
Civil War; John Wesley had preached
there in 1742; it had survived bombard-
mentand arson in the Civil War; the partial
collapse of the steeple in 1883; and Ger-
man bombs in 1941.

Now Church and Vicar were threat-
ened from a new quarter. Not from
Cromwell, not the Germans, but the Dio-
cese of Gloucester, no less. Thirty years
ago there was one parish, one church, and
ene vicar - proud to ‘have visited every
house in his parish and had tea in most of
them’.

“The rot set in in the 1990s, Without a
by-vour-leave another parish was added -
and now our vicar is nearing retirement.
Diocesan vultures swooped to say that we
should take on three more parishes, our
new vicar to look after all six. Help would,
of course, be given. A part-timer two days
a week!

"Comments were invited with the icy
remark that ‘it is not & matter of choice’
and ‘there must be an extremely impor-
tant reason for us to refuse’. The old
fiction, ‘I’'m from head office and I’'m here
to help you’, has clearly taken root on our
dear old C of E. It is not just the Church.
1t is the same attitude that takes away po-
licemen and postmasters, and then
wonders why communities start to unravel.
But the answer should not be left to re-
mote experts in diocesan offices. If we
withheld some of their vast diocesan quota
money until they do better, they might
think harder - remember that Judas Iscariot
was a bean-counter, wasn’t he? But with-
out new thinking, the Church will face
decline into insignificance. [s that what it
really wants?”

County
elections

County Council elections are to be held
on Thursday 3rd May. The whole council
is required to be elected every four years.

There are 63 seats and we will be
electing 2 member to represent the
Painswick Division which includes our
own parish, together with the parishes of
Cranham, Pitchcombe, Randwick, Upton
St Leonards and Whiteshill.

The notice of election will be
published on Monday 26th March.
Nominations can be accepted after that
date but must be received no later than
noon on Tuesday 3rd April. The seat is
currently held by Councillor Terry Parker.

The Bishop of Tewkesbury and Chairman
of the Diocesan Pastoral Committee, Rt
Rev John West, responded to John’s com-
ments in a letter to the Western Daily
Press. Bishop West says that “John
Parfitt’s article contained several miscon-
ceptions about the way the Church in
Gloucester Diocese is planning its strat-
egy for the 21st century. Mr Parfitt implies
a heavy-handed approach to pastoral re-
organisation. When the Diocesan Pastoral
Committee preposed that three churches
be added to the Painswick benefice, offi-
cials spent an evening with the Church
Councils outlining the proposal.

“Members were receptive to what was
being suggested,” the Bishop said. "If
smaller communities were to continue to
have their own individual priest, this
would be at the expense of urban mission.
Contrary to the picture painted, the Church
at diocesan level is wrestling with ques-
tions of how best to engage its ministry
and mission to ensure healthy and grow-
ing churches locally.”

Lent meetings

Churches Together Around Painswick has
arranged weekly meetings throughout Lent
to explore ‘Prayer and Spirituality.’
Thanks are due to the elders and leaders
of the various local denominations for
offering hospitality and for arranging
speakers for the evenings. We look
forward to the customary fellowship and
urge everyone to join in if they can: 7th
March, The Mcthodist Chapel, Sheeps-
combe; 14th March, The Friends' Meeting
House, Vicarage Street, Painswick; 21st
March, Christ Church, Gloucester Street,
Painswick; 28th March, St John,
Sheepscombe; 4th April, Church of Our
Lady and St Therese, Friday Street,
Painswick. All meetings start at 7.30pm.

GODDARDS GARAGE
Cheltenham Road, Painswick

* Brake Safety Cenire

* Full servicing & repair facilities

* Pre-MOT checks/MOTs
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* Ti Crypton engine tuning service

* Petrol/Diesel/Tyres/Exhausts

* Private Hire Taxi

* Paraffin/Ceal/Calor Gas/Charcoal

Persaonal attention for your car

Telephone -81 2240




A chance to improve on

633 - with your help

For the sixth time, we can report that the
number of Beacon subscribers has
exceeded 600, with 633 subscribing since
this time last year. Our Treasurer is never
relaxed about these things, but he does
smile - as the whole committee does -
when such a number is achieved. We
would like to thank all who support us -
subscribers, advertisers, our team of
distributors, and everyone who takes the
time and trouble to send us atticles for
publication.

It is with this March issue that we
approach readers and invite you to
subscribe, hoping that you will contribute
towards matching or even surpassing the
above figure in the coming financial year.
As a small recognition, we offer
subscribers a discount on personal
advertisements (‘mini-ads”) and also enter
them into the prize Christmas draw.

Most will be familiar with the nature
of the Beacon, but a brief repetition might
be worthwhile, especially for newcomers
to the village. The Painswick Beacon is
an independent community newspaper,
produced on a voluntary and non-profit
mking basis, bringing news of local events
- especially the activities of local clubs and

PAINSWICK PAPERS
Have your
newspapers
magazines
and comics

societies - to the attention of all Painswick
residents. It is delivered free of charge to
all households in Painswick.

Arrangements are also made to deliver
to subscribing residents of villages nearby
who wish to receive the publication; we
arrange to post copies to those further
afield.

Being independent, our only means of
meeting production costs is the money
raised through business advertising and
personal subscriptions. Each is vital to our
continued operation, and we are grateful
for the tremendous support from both
sources over the past 23 years.

Readers will find an addressed en-
velope (containing a payment slip)
enclosed with this issue. If you wish to
subscribe for 2001-2, please use these to
send your subscription. Either post/
deliver it to our Treasurer, or hand it in at
Painswick Post Office. If you mislay the
slip and envelope, simply write your name
and address on a card, and place it with
your subscription in an envelope
addressed to the Beacon Treasurer at
Longhope, Blakewell Mead, Painswick,
GL6 6UR.

There is no set amount for
subscriptions; we are grateful for any
coniribution, however small or large, but
readers sometimes ask for guidance, and
all we can say is that printing alone costs
about 40p per copy (i.e. £4.80 per year)
and that the average subscription is above
£3. We do have specified rates for postzl
delivery to cover the high costs of postage
and envelopes. For ex-villagers who are
in residential care anywhere in the UK,
we are pleased to mail the Beacon free of
charge.

PAINSWICK
POST OFFICE

* MOTHERING o
SUNDAY,25th March ¥
Come 1o us for your
cards and gifts

- SELF-ADHESIVE 1st and 2nd

Whose tongue-in-cheek?

From the Grapevine (the parish church's
weekly notice sheet), Dates to Note: Sat-
urday 24th February at 11am in Painswick
Church. A service of Thanksgiving that
the Vicar is leaving...

PLANNING
APPLICATIONS

Applications

. Pyll House, Jack’s Green, Sheepscombe.
Insertion of roof window.

#: The Stables, Grzenhouse Court, Bull’s
Cross. Extension to provide dependant
person’s anmexe.

*  The Bungalow, Pyll House Farm, Jack’s
Green, Sheepscombe. Renewal of permission
for the extension of farm worket’s dwelling.
* Beechcroft, Jack’s Green, Sheepscombe.
Erection of extension.

* Gyde Bam, Cheltenham Road. Variation
relating to replacement doors on north
elevation wagon way.

* Washwell Farm, Cheltenham Road.
Revised plans to include flat roof and balcony
plus erection of detached garage with holiday
accommeodation over.

* The New House, Friday Strecet.
Conversion of part of ground floor from shop
o one residential unit.

Revised plan

* Spoonbed Farm, Gloucester Road.
Construction of driveway to cottage below
farmhouse, to include change of use of land
in front of farmhousc to domestic curtilage.

Consents

*  Milton Cottage, Vicarage Sireet.
Construction of additional car parking space.
*  Spring Bank, Stcanbridge Lane, Slad.
Erection of extension to dwelling to form extra
bedroom and dayroom, with dormer window.
” Church Orchard, Sheepscombe.
Replacement of cxisting flat roofed double
garage with small workshop.

*  The Lamp House, Victoria Street.
Erection of doorway canepy and pilasters.

* Holly House, Slad. Installation of
dormer windows to front and rear to enable
atfic conversion.

* Church Orchard, Sheepscombe.
Retrospective application for erecting pergola
and insertion of doorway to replace window.
*  Copse Cottage, Jack’s Green,
Sheepscombe. Single storey extension to form
breakfast room and conservatory. Replace
existing single garage with new double garage.
*  Cleverlys, Vicarage Street. Erection of
single storey extension.

- Ambleside, The Green, Edge. Regularly
remove low branches arising from trunks of
two lime frees at Ambleside.

Refusal
. Clissold Farm, Jack’s Green,
Sheepscombe. Construction of dry stone wall
to height of 1.45m, using reclaimed walling
stome.

CLASS STAMPS

Now available in books of 6 and 12,

and sheets of 100 Building Repairs PRIVATE HIRE TAXI

- FREE CHEQUE ENCASHMENT AND Painting & Decorating

DEPOSITS INTO YOUR LLOYDS/ Carpentry A s - s WEAGER

T58, BARCLAYS, COOPERATIVE, (Formerly Rylands)

ALLIANCE AND LEICESTER, SMILE

AND CAHOOT ACCOUNT T MIFFLIN 01453-763947 (Allan)

01453-764845 (Martin)

PAINSWICK POST OFFICE 812303 Enquiries Welcome Allan (mobile): 07712-776470

Telephone Painswick 813866 Martin (mobile): 07808 722255




Return of the
Chalfonts

A great evening’s entertainment is in
prospect at the Painswick Centre on
Saturday 2 Ist April, when the Gloucester-
based singing duo, The Chalfonts, will be
holding a charity concert.

In their younger days The Chalfonts,
alias Ken and Barbara James, used to
perform with top UK stars and at gigs all
round the country, but nowadays they
restrict their performances to fund-raising
concerts for charity. All profits from the
evening will go to the Cobalt Unit,
Cheltenham.

The concert, which starts at 7.30pm,
will include a fish and chip supper.
Inclusive tickets, priced £10, are available
from the Shetland Shop.

The pair made a great impression when
they performed at a Harvest Supper
concert at Christ Church last autumn.
Don’tmiss this second chance to see them.

Small changes in the layout of the
Beacon are introduced from time to
time, but a rather significant one
will be coming in next month’s
issue. 1t will interest those who like
to keep an up-to-date forward
diary of events that are important
to them.

In addition to our usual listing
of events for the month ahead, we
will publish dates of all others we
hear about that are non-weekly for
the following month and any dates,
such as annual events, for several
months ahead.

We are letting readers and
organisers know of this change now
so that we can get as many future
dates as possible into the diary.
Typically, Art Exhibitions, Theatre
Club outing dates for the summer
and autumn, Painswick Show,

L

" Diary changes for April's issue )

Horticultural Society Show,
Painswick Players productions, up-
coming AGMs, are what we are
seeking. Details will, of course,
follow when their month comes
around; we only want dates and the
event for this section of the
revamped diary.

While the Village Diary held at
Painswick Woodcraft will remain a
valuable point of reference, we
know that various committees
consider forward arrangements
while they are ‘in session,’ not
knowing what else is coming up.

Hopefully, if the Beacon
publishes occasional events for, say,
the next six months it will be easier
to plan and stop chasing the same
customers. For the best results, we
need your help, so please let us know
as S00n as You can.

Letters to the Editor

Painswickians of the Year

We wish to thank the Beacon and its sub-
scribers for ourrecent award for over forty
years' service to the community. Although
we never intended to stay for so long, the
years have rolled by while we have en-
deavoured to make a living and bring up
our family which has not ever been easy.

There have been times when we were
bumping along the bottom, but through
sheer hard work we have survived and
now feel that the time to retire has come,
and we are putting the property and busi-
ness on the market.

It has heen a fascinating way of life
and a wonderful experience, tinged with
the sadness of so many old customers
passing away.

We have not made any definite plans
regarding retirement but hope that it will
be soon, and we are confident that we will
cope when it happens. We would like to
stay in the area because we enjoy village

life and would like to keep in touch with
our many friends.
John and Barbara Hulme

What's VDS anyway?

Iam led to believe that the turnout for the
2001 VDS Workshop event on 27th Janu-
ary was less than expected, and indeed
disappointing. At the risk of being hyper-
critical, I am bound to say 1 am not
surprised.

What on earth 1s VDS? s it something
vaguely connected with my television set
or a tape deck in my car?

Whoever scribed the article must, first
and foremost, realise that there are still a
number of Luddities living locally. It is
no use the scribe relying on the fact that
the term VDS may have been described
in a previous Beacon and is instantly rec-
ognisable to all. I filed the previous
Beacon away, maybe only to be found

months later, so [ could not cross refer to
check what it was all about in January.

1 still do notunderstand what they were
trying to do, even having read the Janu-
ary article retrospectively. Will someone
enlighten me, please? And in good old
plain English.

Trever Radway
Oh, dear! Sorry Mr Radway. There's an-
other piece on Page 13 of this issue that
1 trust will help. -Ed.

Michael Davis
Building and Maintenance Contractor
Painswick 01452 812598
Mobile 0783% 092279
e-mail: Mike@painswick4 fsnet.couk

ALL types of building work carried out.
Natural Stonework and Dry Stone
Walling a speciality
Lived and werked locatly for
suce IO gears
Member of the Guild of Master Craftsmen

s Brickwerk A

» Dry Stone Walling .

= Turfing = Plating gl
« Fancing T

01452 813155
Mobile 03742 460139

3 Upper Washwell,
Painswick, GL6 60QY

GENERAL BUILDERS
AND DECORATORS
* NATURAL STONEWORK
» ROOFING - ALL TYPES
* NEW BUILD & EXTENSIONS

+ ALL REPAIRS - MAINTENANCE
WORKS

= ESTABLISHED 1856

2 Gloucester Street, Painswick,
Gloucestershire GLE 6QN
Telephone: Painswick (01452) 813051

===




Bags of
stvle...

Did vou notice your Beacon distributor
when he or she delivered last month's is-
sue? After much deliberation, the
Committee decided it was time that our
valued 'trekkers' should have something
smarter than a plastic bag to carry round
the goodies. Hence these green, water-
proofed and stylish Beacon bags have
been given to everyone.

The bags have a fold-over, fastening
cover to keep the copies dry on wet and
wintry days.

Here's June Stangroom, who does the
Hyett Orchard round, modelling our new
fashion item.

FROCESTER FAYRE

The Return of Paddington Bear?

Those of you who connect Peru, a
devotion to marmalade and a pleasantly
rotund body with Paddington Bear should
think again. For cuddly Kevin Parker, a
Painswick Player of some stature, has
taken up the challenge to raise £2,500 by
walking the Inca Trail, 12,000 feet up in
the Andes. The beneficiaries of this 100
km high-altitude slog are not — as some
might have thought — Marmaladers
Anonymous, but Scope - the charity for
sufferers of Cerebral Palsy.

So, why is he doing it? Inevitably, it’s
all down to facing up to the Big Five O,
that strange time of life when a not-so-
young man’s fancy turns to odder things .
As Kevin himself puts it :*I thought I ought
to mark this milestone in my life by doing
something special. A parachute jump
maybe or a hot air balloon ride or a bungee
jump or a day driving a Formula One
car...’

Or travel halfway round the world to
stagger, limp and crawl along a treacher-
ous mountain trail that a few centuries
earlier finished off most of the Conguis-
tadors. For a couch potato with attitude
like Kevin, who thinks nothing of striding
resolutely to his car and driving up
Vicarage Street to get his paper every Sun-
day, there could only be one answer. The
Inca Trail or bust!

Mind you, reality is beginning to dawn.
He is starting to realise just what he has

committed himself to do. Not only has he
committed himself to raising £2,500
sponsorship for Scope but he also has to
get himself fit enough, which means losing
some 335 pounds of excess weight. And it
would be pretty hard to uncommit himself
now that it has been published in the
Beacon, especially since he has promised
the Beacon exclusive pictures and the full
harrowing ‘Tale of the Trail’ for the
October issue.

Still, he has until September to get fit
and to sign up all the sponsors. And it will
be a life-changing experience; Kevin-
reckons it will take him at least a couple
of years to regain that weight and lose the
fitness. More importantly it will raise a
lot of money for Scope.

In wishing him luck on this quest for
his inner self, let’s give Kevin the last
word: ]

‘Fellow Painswickians, I need your
help. First don’t laugh or hurl abuse at me
as you see me painfully jogging about the
village over the next few months.
Secondly, and more importantly, please
help me help Scope. Any donations will
be greatly appreciated and £10 from you
will go a long way towards my £2,500
target.” Donations please to Scope cfo
Kevin Parker, Rose Cottage, Vicarage
Street Painswick, or call Kevin on his
mobile — he’s bound to be jogging - 07850
888624 for further information.

Bird Club goes behind

the scenes

At the 13th February meeting of the Bird
Club, Roger Jones began his talk by
referring to his more recent work - as an
artist. He showed how he often utilised a
particular land/seascape several times and
by modifying the colours and composition
achieved considerable variation in mood.

He then described his earlier work as
a senior producer at the BBC's Wild Life
Unit at Bristol. He illustrated the
problems, dangers and strategies involved
in bringing nature to our screens. This
entails a lot of careful planning and even

more waiting for the right shot! We were
able to recognise some clips from earlier
programmes and see previews of some to
come. He emphasised that if viewers were
unhappy with the content of such
documentaries, including excessive use of
brought-in personalities, they should aim
their arrows at one person - the
programume’s producer.

The andience enjoyed this opporfunity
to go behind the scenes of these popular
programmes.

Malcolm Cooper

o T.W.Hawkins & Sons
Church Farm, Frocester,
Stonehouse, Glos., GL10 3T

# Tel/Fax 01453-822034
FARW 700D 47 ZATR PRICES

Our products include: all joints of pork - cut to your
requirements, farmhouse pork sausages, home-
cured bacon, home-cured gammon joints and
steaks, homemade faggots in gravy, homemade
assorted pies, real dripping, ' pigs for freezer. All
oroducts are subject fo availability, but please do not
nesifate to contact us for a full product and price list.
All orders over £40 and within 15 miles can be
delivered free of charge.

Go on, try some and "taste the difference’.

PAINSWICK ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

NLC.EILC, approved CONTRACTORS

SERVICE
INSTALLATIONS
The Elecerical
REPAIRS Contrectors Assaciation
Mr M TURNER

2, Folly Lane, Stroud, Glos. GLS 18P
01453-758342 and

Painswick 812659

Cornerstones
Chauffeur Service

Available 24 hours a day for
airports, theatres, London,
Licensed Mercedes or well

turned-out cars

Tel: 01452 770337 Fax: 770987
Mobile: 07802 154968




Painswick 100 vears ago

In consequence of the mud-raking incident
at Painswick, the town was getting quite
notorious. Two representatives of the
‘Pictorial World® visited Painswick,and
took several photographs of “beauties and
curiosities of the healthful resort”.
Through this popularity local owners were
anticipating an increase in rateable value
as a set-off against the probable rate for
the forthcoming sewerage scheme.

On the 11th, Mr John Hodges, retired
schoolmaster of Painswick, passed away
suddenly. He had been actively connected
with Church and social matters of
Painswick. Of late years he had acted as
lay-preacher at the Park Mission Room
and took the services every Sunday. He
was a Church Warden for the Parish. He
was also Sunday School superintendent
and conducted Bible classes for men.

It was believed that the much talked-of
restoration of the Church bells was about
to commence and would have started by
this time but for the death of Mr Hodges
in whose memory it was desired that a peal
should be rung. The committee believed

that at last their many negotiations had
come to an end, with a satisfactory
agreement with an eminent firm of
bell-hangers for the complete renewal of
the frame and fittings of the bells. It was
hoped that the work would be completed
in four months.

A special meeting of the Painswick
Coffee Tavern was held with members of
the committee present - Miss Wemyss, Mr
F A Hyeitt (presiding), Rev W H Seddon,
Messrs E Reed, J Everatt, Skinner and
others. Mr Hyett expressed great sorrow
in the severe loss in their late colleague
Mr Hodges, who had constantly served the
institution ever since its establishment.
Amongst other business, the Rev Seddon
proposed a number of changes - that after
Ladyday, the room then used as the

reading room be used as a club room ; that
subscribers to the club pay 1d per week,
9d per quarter, or 25 6d per year; that after
Ladyday the only newspapers taken to be
Daily News, Standard, and Citizen and
they be placed in the bar; and that the
Coffee Tavern should not in future be
opened on Sundays.

Painswickians witnessed a capital
chase by Mr F H Croome’s gifted pack of
beagles and were treated to an exhibition
of the latest improvements in methods of
the ‘noble science’. Beagles were naturally
slow for the sport but by dint of high
training and perfect fox-craft, Mr
Croome’s prize bred ‘bow-wows’ bowled
master Reynard over in fine style. His
'reverence’, a vigorous dog-fox, was
started on Mr Croome’s own land and the
‘kill” was rapidly effected on the adjoining
estate of Mr B W Cooke.

John Bailey

Outings to London
and Bath

A few seats are still available on the coach
to London on Wednesday, 21st March.
The fare is £9.

An outing to Bath has been arranged
for Wednesday, 25th April. It will leave
Stamages Lane car park at 10am and
refurn from Avon Street coach park, Bath
at 5pm. The fare is £5.

Bookings for both (cash or cheque
payable to Painswick L. and B Outings)
should be made with Joan Truman, Little
Place, Hollyhock Lane, Painswick, GL6
6XH. Enquiries to Pauline Berry (813227)
or Joan Truman (813965).

HOME 'n' DRY

‘DRY CLEANS CARPETS’

ABSOLUTELY NOG DRYING
TIME! - Guaranteed

7] Deep Clean and remove soil & spots

Lift and rejuvenate carpet pile

E Leave your carpets with a clean fresh scent
Benefit Asthma & Dust Allergy sufferers

[#] Leave your rooms ready for immediate use

New 'DRY' Foam
Upholstery Cleaning

For a free, no obligation quotation call
01452 612229 or 7

A tribute to Valerie Funnell

Valerie Funnell died at the beginning of
February, after a courageous fight against
leukaemia, and having apparently made a
complete recovery. Her determination to
overcome the illness had been rewarded
by her being able to return to work, and
even to pick up her tennis racket again and
to play the game she so enjoyed quite regu-
larly, until a sudden relapse took its tolL.

Probably the majority of people in
Painswick who knew Valerie had got to
know her across the counter at the library
where she had worked part-time for about
ten years. In this capacity, she was dili-
gent, thorough and always helpful, both
in dealing with library matters and enquir-
ies from tourists. Others will have known
Valerie from her long-standing member-
ship of the tennis club, where she had been
a member of various ladies' teams since
1980. From the opposite end of the court,
she proved a doughty, tenacious opponent,
but always fair, and a reliable, loyal team
member.

In recent years, Valerie turned her hand
to water-colour painting which, with her
characteristic modesty, she pursued mostly
for her own enjoyment, but had also ex-
hibited some of her work. Although a very
private person who enjoyed a close rela-
tionship with her daughter and two
grandchildren, Valerie was well-informed

and well-read, and could express her own
reasoned, intelligent views with eloquence
and colourful use of the English language
when she chose.

She was a mine of information on Eng-
lish literature which she taught at Stroud
High School for a short time after she and
her family moved to Painswick in 1970.

Valerie was also a caring, concerned
person, always willing to help family,
friends and neighbours when the need
arose. Often self-effacing, but complimen-
tary and encouraging to other people, she
made light of her own problems and wor-
ries, particularly during some of the most
difficult times of her illness.

Maggie Drake

MICHAEL NYE
Fine Wooclworl(inq

Beautiful furniture, kitchens,
cupboards, doors, windows, boats,
musical instruments ...

==YOUR IDEAS BECOME REALITY ==

Tel. Edge 01452 814372

PAINSWICK VILLAGE
DENTAL SURGERY

Les Robinson B.D.S.
Private, BUPA, Denplan

Appointments available Monday to
Saturday and late evening Thursday

* Cosmetic Dentistry * Hygienist
* Personal Professional Service in
Relaxed Atmosphere

TEL: (01452) 814427

Hoyland House, Gyde Road, Painswick, Glos.
GL6 6RD




CROFT SCHOOL NEWS

Year 5 pupils were
asked to recount
the story depicted

SC%
L
by the well-knewn

%rsw\dr
Willow Pattern on

crockery. Here are two of their efforts:

Once there was a man called T'so Ling
ihe father of a girl called Koong She who
was well freated. She met the gardener
called Chang and immediately fell in love
with him. When her father found out, he
was furious.

So he sent Chang away for ever and
locked Koong She in a dark room on her
own which had no escape. Her tears
cropped into the river nearby that flowed
past. There was a weeping willow tree
nearby.

That night, before the wedding, Chang
armmved in 2 boat and took Koong She
zway to a nearby island where they stayed
for about two months. Koong She was
chased by her father to the island but they
just got away. Soon T’so Ling discov-
ered them. He threw them into a maze
where they died.

The gods knew how much the lovers
loved each other so they changed them
into doves so they could fly happily over
the willow tree.

(by Aaren Underwoed Class 5)

There was once, long ago, a very wealthy
man by the name of T"so Ling who lived
in a glorious palace with his beautiful
daughter named Koong She.

Now, Koong She was always alone
until one day she met the palace gardener,
Chang. They became very good friends
and soon fell in love.

But when T’so, the father, found out

he was very angry and sent Chang away
never to be seen again. As for Koong She,
it was arranged that she should marry a
rich old man, who she didn’t really love.
So she was locked in a house at the bot-
tom of the garden.

Then on the night before the wedding
Chang arrived in a boat. They grabbed
some jewels and ran over a bridge to es-
cape the chasing father. Luckily they were
much quicker that T°so Ling and escaped
to a tiny island.

One day T’so Ling stumbled across the
island and tossed them into a dark island
and died slowly. But the gods took pity
on the two and turned them into doves and
they fly over the weeping willow where
they first met.

(by Greg Gwilliam Class 5)

Faces

Faces are angry,

Faces are sad,

Faces are sickly,

Faces are sleepy,

Faces are sneezing,

Faces are crying,

Faces are laughing,

But the one and only face

Everyone wants is

THE HAPPY ONE!!!
(by Eleanor H.Class 3)

Congratulations to Chloe Temple, Kathryn
Hyland, and Hannah and Charlotte Bol-
ton who won the first round of the Stroud
and district inter-school’s nature compe-
tition, against King’s Stanley, by zn
impressive 33 to 24 points. Good Iuck
for the second round in March.

J. Sanderson

ANDY AYLMER

PLUMBING & PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
All work undertaken
Quotations given

Local recommendations
available

GLOUCESTER 416116

Bastet Boarding Cattery

NOW OPEN

Proprietor - Janet Horner
Feline Advisory Bureau Trained
Forty Acres, Wick Street
Stroud
Tel: 01453 752006

Individually heated chalets with
ouldoor runs

10

Fashion Show and cycle
venture to aid CLIC

Three local women plan the challenge of
their lives - a 400-kilometre cycle nde
from the Taj Mahal to jaipur, the Pink
City, to raise funds for CLIC, the children's
cancer charity.

Libby Graesser, a local physiothera-
pist, Andy Marsden, receptionist at an
osteopath clinic, and Suzanne Temple are
looking forward, not without some trepi-
dation, to the adventure.

Suzanne, owner of the Blue fashion
shops in Cheltenham and Nailsworth, is
joining forces with Emma Wellington, a
young hat designer from Newent to put
on a Fashion Extravaganza at Cheltenham
Ladies College on Wednesday, 28th
March to raise money for children with
leukaemia and for research.

Tickets are on sale at Painswick Fab-
ric Shop at £12, to include a glass of wine.

Plea to help
the children of
Chernobyl

Terry Parker received the following un-
solicited email and, since it is
self-explanatory, the Beacon reproduces
it here almost verbatim in case readers
would fike to help.

Dear Parker Terence,

We are writing to you with a sincere hope
that you will consider our initiative and
will help us.

The Board of the Leleka Fund is writ-
ing to organisations, to firms and to the
persons with a hope that we will find a
support and help in our work.

The Leleka Fund is an officially reg-
istered organisation, the registration
number is 0037-97 in the Ministry of Jus-
tice in Kiev city. The fund unites citizens
who wish fo take part in help Ukrainian
children.

The Board of our organisation has pre-
pared 2 new project, "Clean Air," the main
z2im of which is organising recuperative
trips for children and youth from the
Ukzzine who live in the area contaminated
by radiation from the Chemnobyl nuclear

We ask to pass our address to your
readers and hope that it will help to find
families or organisations which would be
zble to receive Ukrainian children for two
to three weeks, and would give them an
opportunity to breathe clean air and to cat
fresh food, free from radiation.

It would be a great opportunity to meet
your culture and traditions as well.

Anyone who can help should write to:

The Leleka Fund,

PO Box 328, KIEV-2,
02002, UKRAINE.

Fax: 00380445624119
email: leleka@alfacom.net

Now that your business &,
y Ju;

is established do you
ever wish that...

* vou could stand back and see the wood for
the trees?

* wou could get advice on how to target
potential new customers or markets?

* you had someane whao could help you plan
for the future or improve cash flow?

Business Link can help you do
all of these and MORE

To find out haw or for information on our wide
range of services please call our customer
services team on 01452 509509 or visit our

website at glos.businessiink.co.uk




Twenty times
four equals fun
at seven fifteen

Have you joined a team of four for The
Quiz?

Quite a few have, and we look forward
to more well before the 17th March, when
the questions will be revealed from
7.15pm in Painswick Centre. We have
room for up to twenty-four teams. The
snack supper is organised for the interval,
as in the six previous years, and the bar
will be open at 6.45pm for those wanting
to set them up and do some last-minute
revision.

It would be a pity if we had to turn any
teams away because of too many entries,
so please help us and yourselves by geiting
a note through to Leslie Brotherton at
Longhope, Blakewell Mead, as soon as
you can. An enfry form was in last month’s
Beacon.

For anyone who has not entered
before, the quiz is run is along these lines.
There are eleven rounds of ten questions
(one fewer round than last year), with
enough time for each team to decide and
write down an answer to each question.

At the end of each round the answer
sheets are collected, and while they are
being marked the next round of questions
is put. From time to time, the minning total
for each team is displayed on our
scoreboard. So, although some teams do
well on some kinds of question, others
usually catch them up with answers on
different topics.

Individuals are not embarrassed by
their superior knowledge of a subject or
frustration in recalling that on-the-tip-of-
my-tonghe answer. It is the team effort that
matters, and that can also be the occasion
of some merriment - if not amazement!

Some teams are drawn from
neighbours and represent a street.. Others
come from local clubs and societies.

Which might you be? It's not too late
to get a team together and enter.

TREE
SURGERY

Environmentally
Sensitive
Thinning - Reshaping - Felling
Planting: Fruit Tree Pruning:
Wildlife Advice

Professional Service: Fully Insured:
Vision 21 Accredited

Landcare Services
6 Pullens Road, Painswick

John Rhodes
812709

SNOWDROP TIME AT ROCOCO

Early last month, the children from
Painswick Playgroup enjoyed their nature
walk in glorious sunshine, visiting the
Rococo Gardens to wonder at the splen-

did display of snowdrops. This mischie-
vous little group and the staff would like
to say thanks to Claire and Paul Moir for
a memorable outing once again.

Dog dirt still
a nuisance

On a recent walk from the school up the
footpath to Butt's Green, the playgroup
children encountered quite a lot of dog
mess, even though there is a dog bin at
one end.

That meant a considerable amount of
cleaning up to do when the children re-
turned. Please could dog owners be rather
more vigilant and responsible, say the
playgroup leaders.

Dog owners might have noticed thata
new dog litter bin has been installed in
the St Mary's Churchyard, opposite the
Town Hall.

This has been provided by membets
of Painswick Dog Training Club in the
hope that it will encourage more people
to pick up their dog waste and dispose of
it safely.

Raising funds for sick
animals world-wide

Gill Alder and Michelle Phillips have been
raising money for the world-wide veterin-
ary charity, Brooke Hospital, for many
years. The cash is sent to help working
aniumals in such places as Egypt, India
and Pakistan where owners' average in-
come is just 75pence a day, so they cannot
afford vet bills.

Gill and Michelle are holding a bring-
and-buy and coffee morning on Sunday,
1st April in the Town Hall. Books, bric-a-
brac and small items of furniture are
welcome - in fact anything you fancy if
you are having a Spring clear-out. Gill is
on §13329 and Michelle on 812340,

The Odd Spots
kick off the new
Rococo season

The Odd Spots, a songs and stories duo,
much along the lines of Flanders and
Swann, start the entertainment season at
the Rococo Gardens on Tuesday, 29th
May. The event will probably take place
in the Orangery.

This will be followed by two Shake-
spearean plays, Henry V, presented by the
Festival Players Theatre Company, on
Wesdnesday, 13th Junc and Thursday,
14th June. This will be in a new location,
and visitors will need their own seats.

Gloucestershire Drama Association,
playing at the Gardens for the fifth year,
are performing probably the best-loved of
the playwright's comedies, Twelfth Night.
The dates for this are: Tuesday, 17th to
Saturday, 2 1st July.

Over the five evenings, 2,750 padded
seats are available, in covered stands, at
£10 each. There will be a wine and coffee
bar, and the picnic area will be open from
6pm. The play starts at 7pm.Box office
telephone is: 01453 844581 (betore 6pm).

vﬂsh 10 be pampered‘
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