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Welcome
to the
Rev. John
and his

family. ..

The Rev. John Longuet-Higgins, the newly
appointed vicar for St Mary's, will move
with his family on 10th October into The
Vicarage in Orchard Mead.

Last week, four members of the fam-
ily, well, five if you include the dog,
Dylan, spent three days at The Vicarage
doing some preparatory work for the
move, attending to the garden, and some
painting and decorating. "That's why we
are dressed like this," Diane, the vicar's
wife, told the Beacon photographer when
he called, pointing to their casual dress.
They had, in fact, arrived only that minute,
having driven from Huddersfield, where
John is currently a team vicar, looking af-
ter four churches.

Qutside their new home, the new vicar, with his wife, Diane, Philip and daughter,

Joanna, Extreme left is Rebbekka, Joanna's friend. On Diane's knee is Dylan

Tohn spent his childhood in
Comberton, near Cambridge, studied In-
ternational History and Politics at Leeds
University, and worked in Leeds after-
wards for Price Waterhouse, now Price
WaterhouseCooper. He then read for his
postgraduate diplomas in theology and in
pastoral care at St John's College, Notting-
ham. "T still keep my interest going in
international affairs," he said. His first post

...and goodbye to Dr Roddy

Dr Roddy Jaques will be leaving the
Painswick Surgery at the end of September
to pursue his career in sports medicine.
Dr Rhys Evans, from Cheltenham, will
join the surgery staff at the beginning of
October. He trained and has worked in
South Africa, and his specialist interests
are family health and minor surgery.

Dr Jaques told the Beacon last week:
“Some readers will already be aware that
I am leaving the surgery from 1st October.
It will be exactly 12 years to the day since
I joined Jim Hoyland, Jenny Chapman and
Candy Jansen in the old surgery in
Gloucester Street. The child of the first
expectant mother for whom [ cared is now
going on to secondary school, so I leave
with a few more grey hairs than when I
arrived.

“Many patients have been very kind
in their words of support to me over the
last few months, and I find it difficult to
put into words the enjoyment I have had
in some of the relationships established

as vour doctor and friend. I am sure few
will be surprised to hear that T am going
into Sports Medicine full time - a portfolio
of work - privately at The Winfield in
Gloucester and the Droitwich Knee Clinic,
work inside the NHS for the Sports Injury
Clinic at Gloucester Royal Infirmary, and
finally for the English Institute of Sport,
looking after Olympic athletes in the south
west of England, based at the University
of Bath.

“As well as leaving the surgery, | will
probably be moving house from Sheeps-
combe to Cheltenham in the near future,
mostly to satisfy the increasing transpor-
tation demands of our three children
moving on to secondary education in
Cheltenham over the next few years.”

The Beacon was aware two months ago
of Dr Jagues's plans o leave, but re-
spected the surgery's request not to
publish until Roddy's replacement had
accepted the appointment. -The Editor

was a curacy in Kidlington, near Oxford,
where he spent four years before taking
up his job in Huddersfield six years ago.
"It's been fascinating work; not many peo-
ple know it, but Huddersfield has the
largest Asian Christian population in the
country outside of London."

Diane is from Dewsbury, so knows
their present home area well. She is a pal-
liative care nurse, working for the Marie
Curie agency, and hopes to transfer to a
similar post here. "We are looking forward
to living in the countryside again, espe-
cially here where it is so beautiful. And
the children are looking forward to their
new schools," she said. Gloucestershire
won't be entirely alien territory for the fam-
ily; John has a second cousin in Standish.

Certainly local schools are going to
enjoy having the talented youngsters
around. The oldest, Philip, is 14 in No-
vember, and already an accomplished,
though very modest, cricketer. He is
cricket vice-captain of his school, plays
for Huddersfield, is coached at the York-
shire cricket academy and has had trials
for the county. He is a fast bowler, and
also enjoys Rugby. His sister, Joanna, 10,
is also an athlete, sprinter and long
jumper, and a talented dancer who plays
the flute and piano. Matthew, the young-
est at five, is shaping up well as a runner.

The vicar's induction ceremony at St
Mary's Church will be at 7.30pm on 2nd
November. As well as Painswick, he will
have charge of Sheepscombe and
Cranham, with the planned addition of
Edge, Pitchcombe and Harescombe.



Fun and games at the Cross Hands

Eric Johnson's house has been the centre
of fun and games of one sort or another
for many a year. Cross Hands, in Stepping
Stone Lane, was once one of Painswick’s
most disreputable public houses,
renowned for rowdy carousing and
drunken brawls. Not any more. Only the
glazed front doors remain of the public
house, and behind those doors different
fun and games are now taking place.

Eric runs his business, The London
Games Company, {rom Cross Hands. He
is not a Bow-wow and he didn’t setout to
produce games. Born and brought up in
Welwyn Garden City, he progressed to
City University, London to study
production engineering. After five years,
he explains modestly, the university gave
him and everyone else a BSc degree “out
of sympathy™ for lasting the course.

His first job was with RHP Bearings
in County Durham and then Northampton
as works manager. In [981, an opportunity
arose with the company to become
production manager in Stonehouse. Eric
and his wife, Viv, started to look for
somewhere to settle, and after driving to
Pamswick the decision was made — Viv
said: “This is where I want to live.”

Cross Hands was on the market but,
oh, what a mess! The owners had been
living in Italy and had rented out the house,
it seems, to some fairly dubious
characters, the upshot of which was police
raids and suspicion of drugs operations.
(What was it about this house?)
Notwithstanding, the Johnsons bought it.

Shortly afterwards, Eric was head-
hunted by SKF in Luton and took the job.
He says now that the family should have
moved then, but for a variety of reasons
decided to stay. Besides, they liked living
in Painswick. Eric laughs as he says that
Painswick kills ambition, that living here
is so ideal that it heavily influences such
important career decisions. He commuted
daily for several years and by 1990 was
the product division direclor,

Laughter again as this slightly self-
deprecating man explains that at this point
he made the worst decision of his life. He
could have gone to the United States,
but...his brother rtan a project
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Eric in his
office at
Cross Hands,
where he has |
daily contac
with his
partnerin
Londorn =

management consultancy (construction) in
London, had produced some software and
needed help to develop it. Eric went into
business with him, just as the construction
industry collapsed in a big way.

It was al this point that Eric’s life
started to change. His brother had an idea
for a game that Eric liked. In blissful
ignorance of the industry, they persevered
with perfecting their idea, eventually
producing Rapidough, a family game
involving play dough and tremendous fun,

Innocently, they hoped to approach a
big company with it but found there was
no interest. The lessons in running such
businesses and the money and marketing
necessary began to hil home. Just at the
point when they felt ready to launch the
game themselves, sadly Eric’s brother
died. Despite the setback, he and his
current partner eventually persuaded
Hamleys to take the game. Their first sales
in 1993 were modest.

They knew they needed to develop
more games because big companics would
not treat them seriously with only one
product. After several failures they have
now developed a couple of games that Eric
is characteristically optimistic about. His
one sadness is that it has become
increasingly difficult to manufacture in
Britain and he has had to turn to China.

Eric explains that games fit into four
genres and the one that is advised against
is strategy games. Their latest game is ...
a strategy game, Boku, and he is very
enthusiastic about it,

Still finding it difficult to get it into
the shops, they have produced several
versions. Until they achieve really positive
cash flow, advertising is too expensive and
they have to use PR methods and agents.
Marketing and sales continue to be the
maost problematic aspect at present. They
usually find it necessary to go into
business with other companies but, as Eric
points out, there is acost involved and the
constant possibility of the other company
going bankrupt. Currently they are
involved with a Finnish company, Tactic,

who sell Rapidough in Scandinavia.

Eric has to go to London weekly for
the company, and for the software
company, Pertmaster, that is run by his
nephew. However, he operates in the main
from the utility room at Cross Hands,
working largely via his computer and
accompanied by his dog, Molly.

Viv, an advisory teacher for language-
impaired children in Gloucestershire, and
Eric married in 1968. Their son Paul, 16,
has just completed GCSEs, and they have
two daughters: Suzannah, 29, married and
living in Melksham, and Clare, 27, a
graphic designer in Stroud.

The games are great fun and Eric has
generously offered copies of Rapidough
and Boku to the Beacon as competition
prizes.®

Carol Maxwell

*The Beacon appreciates this gesture and
expects to run a competition later this year
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Time extended
for comment
on the village
design plans

In the last issue of the Beacon, I was able
to draw attention to the draft the Design
Team had prepared of a Parish Plan, and
which was in the Painswick Library, and
elsewhere, for public comment until 21st
August.

We are told that a lot of people have
read that draft, and quite a number of
observations have been received. These
will enable us to focus further upon, as
well as modify, the text and information
in a number of places.

It is hoped that a second draft can be
prepared fairly quickly, and offered for
further comment. This will, we hope, be
in the library, with others in the three
villages of Edge, Sheepscombe and Slad
by Tuesday, 4th September, with
comments invited by 14th September - at
the very latest please.

At that point, we must do our best to
incorporate as much of the new input as
we can, without feeling that we continue
with third and more drafts; this is partially
dictated by our commitment fo presenting
a pretty well complete report to the Parish
Council, the District Council, and then the
printers by the turn of the year.

So your help will again be appreciated.

Anne Smith
Design Team Leader

Mass times survey

The local Catholic Church Management
Team has been discussing the
appropriateness ol the §.30am Mass start
time in Painswick. The team would be
most grateful if readers who attend
Catholic churches in the area could write
or telephone me at 6 Berry Close,
Painswick (tel: 812514) with their
opinion, for as well as against.

Clare Haynes, Chairperson

Fiona wins a Bronze
medal for Great Britain

Fiona Buttrey, whose parents, Eddie and
Michael, Tlive in The Croft, has returned
from the European underwater hockey
championships, with a bronze medal.

Fiona, 27, was in the 12-strong Brit-
ish Women's squad that gained medal
honours in Belgrade, competing against
several international teams. In the semi-
final, they narrowly lost to France, while
the Netherlands took gold to retain their
European title.

Fiona learned to play underwater
hockey, or Octopush as it's called, while
reading for her degree at Swansea Uni-
versity, She was a keen member of the
sub-aqua club there, and later captained
the university for several years.

She went on to play for the Welsh
Ladies team, and took part last year in the
national championships at Crystal Palace.
This year, she was asked to train with the
British Elite squad.

"That meant a gruelling fitness pro-
gramme, with swimming and special
training for five and sometimes six days a
week, with squad meetings all over the
country."”

Fiona was selected for the British team
in May, but her hopes of playing were
nearly dashed two weeks later, when she
had to have an operation on her ankle to
remove a plate and screws from an earlier
break.

"I was lucky. Everything went
smoothly, and after some hectic training,
I was back in the squad just a week before
the competition."

Octopush is played on the bottom of a
swimming pool by two teams of six, each
person wearing a mask, fins, and a snor-
kel, and using a small wooden pusher to
guide the puck, made of plastic-coated
lead.

"It's very tactical, especially at inter-
national level, and action-packed, one of
the few sports in which men and women
compete on equal terms, because it's about
skill and teamwork, rather than strength."

Fiona lives and works in South Wales,
where there are several teams; she plays
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A proud Fiona, in her GE costume, wear-
ing her medal

for one in Llanelli. Next month she starts
training again - this time for the World
Championships to be held in Calgary. As
underwater hockey is a minority sport,
there is no funding for international com-
petitors. Fiona was sponsored by her
employer and by Swansea City Council,
as well as selling raffle tickets. "If there's
anyone out there with influential contacts
who could help with promotion or spon-
sorship, I'd really love to hear from them,"
she told the Beacon.

BAY TREE GARDEN SERVICES
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Free Estimates
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www.baytreegardenservices.co.uk

Michael Davis

Building and Maintenance Contractor

Painswick 01452 812598
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"The Cotswolds Best Kept Secret"

A light lunch on the Terrace. A quist dinner
with friends. A family party. Prepared by our
I Award Winning Team of Chefs

Superb Luncheon
Served Daily 12.30 - 2.00pm
2 courses £13.00, 3 Courses £16.00
Traditional 4 Course Sunday Luncheon
£17.50

Dinner Menu
2 courses £24.00, 3 Courses £27.50
The best of Cotswold meat, game, Severn
salmon and Vale of Evesham vegetables

Or simply relax on the terrace and enjoy the
peace and beauty of the Hotel and Gardens
with our
Delicious Afternoon Tea Menu




Philip in the Newcasile triathlon

Philip, Ironman triathlete at 51

Philip Angier, 51-year-old son of Diana Feilden of Hambutts Mead, success-
fully completed the Tronman' triathlon in Penticton, Canada, this week, in a
creditable 15 hours. He's thrilled by his achievement, he told his family on the
telephone. "Not bad for an old chap like me."

The event began 22 years ago as a bet - a bunch of Navy Seals argued over
who was the fittest athlete, and decided to put together the Waikiki Rough Water
Swim, the Around Oahu Bike Race and the Honelulu Marathon, "Whoever
finishes all of these will be the Ironman,” announced Commander John Collins,
who suggested the idea. Little did he realise that this would become one of the
world's most recognised athletics events - 2.4 miles of swimming, 112 miles
biking and 26.2 miles running.

Philip, who recently retired as the chief executive of Traidcraft, the
wellknown fair trade company, took on a professional trainer and went a week
early to Canada to prepare for this taxing and extraordinary competition. Ie
has always been keen on fitness, having taken part in several marathons, Lon-
don twice, and others such as the Great North Run. He rowed for Oxford when
he studied at Corpus Christi, and later for Leander.

On the same day as Philip participated, his older sister. Tabby - wellknown
for her charity runs - finished the 12-mile mountain run at Glen Urquhart High-
land Games. "And that's not bad for an old girl," she told her mother.

When Philip gets home, he will be taking up advisory work in the North

East, dealing with regional development and help for the unemployed.

Pitchcombe’s
evening of promise

The new car park at Pitchcombe Village
Hall has been such a success that bookings
this vear to date already exceed those for
the whole of last year.

This has highlighted the need for
further internal improvements for which
[undraising is about to start,

The first event will be a Promises
Auction at & pm on Friday, 21st September
at the Village Hall, hopefully conducted
by a well-known local auctioneer.

Anyone wishing to offer a Promise is
welcome to contact Peter Fenwick on
§12200.

Even if you can’t give a promise, be
sure to attend. Some excellent promises
have already been pledged, and promises
auctions offer a unique opportunity to buy
goods and services often at far below their
real cost. There will also be a free glass
of wine to get the bidding going.

A.d. BULLINGHAM
LANDSCAPE &

GARDEN SPECIALIST
All aspacts of garden work undertaken
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* Brickwerk e, - 2 bl
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3 Upper Washwell,
Painswick, GL6 6QY
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20 youngsters move
on from playgroup

Painswick Playgroup had a busy summer
term with visits from PC Breakwell and
the Road Safety Officer, and visits to the
Cotswold Wildlife Park and the Library.

We had to say goodbye to 20 of our
children at the end of July. We wish them
well as they start their new schools.

Thank you to the outgoing Playgroup
Committee for their dedication and hard
work and a big thank you to Christine,
Linsey, Rachel and, of course, Beaty
whose commitment, enthusiasm and smile
make our playgroup such a special place.
There are still places for the coming term.
For more information, please ring Beaty
Bell on 610997.

PS. Thanks to everyone who donated
jumble and who supported our sale in the
Town Hall in July. We are hoping to repeat
the event in the near future.

Painswick fire calls

The Painswick fire appliance has been
called to four incidents in August (to date).
Two calls were in support of the
Gloucester fire engines outside the
Painswick 'patch’. There was one fire at
Edgeworth and one fire in Tibbiwell Lane.
The fire in Tibbiwell Lane started late on
Sunday 19th August. The fire service was
called just after midnight to find an
outhouse on fire. It was quickly
extinguished by a crew wearing breathing

apparatus and using a hose reel jet.
Mike Powis, Sub Officer

Death of Fr. Tom

The local community will have been
saddened to learn of the death of The Very
Rev. Canon Thomas Curtis Hayward.
Father Tom was Stroud’s Parish Priest,
with responsibility for the Church of Qur
Lady and St.Therese in Painswick from
1978 to 1996, For the past five years, he
was Chaplain to the Community of More
Hall Convent at Randwick.

Father Tom was ordained to the
priesthood in 1956. He was a frequent
visitor to Painswick, not only to celebrate
Sunday Mass, but also to parlicipate in
Painswick’s ecumenical events and to join
with villagers in the Monday morning
organised walks. The Bishop of Clifton,
the Rt Rev. Declan Lang, will preside at
the Requiem Mass arranged for Tuesday,
4th September, at 11.30am in the Church
of the Immaculate Conception, Beeches
Green, Stroud. A Mass will also be said
in the Stroud church on the preceding
evening at 6pm.
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“YEoav”
Eye examinations at home - for ihe
housebound
Specialised service - free (NHS) for those
over 60, including Glaucoma screening
and full sight test
Telephone 01453 833272

or 07967 743676 (mobile)
Graham O'Regan BSc FSMC FCOptom
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The richest

-
collection of
L3 &
ironwork in

- [ 2

Britain
Den’t take our word for it! Come and hear
Amina Chatwin on Wednesday, 12th
September, in Painswick Town Hall at
7.30pm, and she will show you why the
ornamental Regency ironwork in
Cheltenham can be described as the richest
collection in Britain.

Amina Chatwin is a researcher and
author of several books on ironwork in
Britain, including Modern British
Blacksmiths — possibly the definitive work
on that subject.

After this evening Cheltenham will
never be the same again.

Tickets, to include free coffee etc, are
available from Dawn Mallinson in the
Patchwork Mouse, 813122,

Or contact: Douglas Robinson,

Painswick and District Conservation
Society, 812286.

POLICE REPORT

Incidents up to 14th August:

House burglaries: Sheepscombe 2;
Business premises; Painswick 1;

Sheds: Pitchcombe 1;

Vehicles: Painswick 1, Cranham 2,
Sheepscombe 2;

Other: Painswick 1 (theft).

Total 10.

Ttems stolen

Handbag and contents, wallet, credit
cards.

Reported incidents

Four were reported to the Police.
Security improvement recommenda-
tions

Although there have been three burglaries,

nothing was taken, which suggests the of-
fenders might have been looking for cash.
PC John Breakwell and
Neighbourhood Watch coordinators

HERE'S HOW TO REPORT AN
INCIDENT TO THE POLICE

PRIORITY 1

Quaker tapestry open
days raised over £250

Thank you to all the people who visited
the Quaker Meeting House during our
open days. Although there are still a few
donations to come in, the amount raised
for Hope for Children was over £250.

We were very pleased to have so many
Painswickians visit the Meeting House,
many for the first time. Nearly all our visi-
tors commented on the tranquil
atmosphere of the Meeting Room and the
clegance of its proportions. We hope you
will come again to sit outside and appre-
ciate the view across the valley.

We also had visitors from as far afield
as Australia and New Mexico, the latter
commenting on how hot the weather was.
We so much enjoyed meeting our hundred
plus visitors, it has been suggested that we
could have an exhibition of Quaker art and
craft work next year. So watch this space!
In the meantime, if you want to experi-
ence a Quaker Sunday Meeting, we start
at 10.30 am and everyone is welcome.

Ann Yates

Urgent attention needed. Dial 399
(For example, if you see someone break-
ing into a property)

PRIORITY 2

Warrants prompt attention. Dial 01242
521321

(For example, anyone behaving suspi-
ciously)

PRIORITY 3

Information useful to the Police. Dial
01453 882224

Report any incidents directly to the Po-
lice without delay

CRIMESTOPPERS

To report a crime anonymously 0300
555111

Coach outing to London

The autumn coach outing to London will
be on Wednesday, 17th October, leaving
Stamages Lane car park at 8.30 am, setting
down at Harrods at about 11.15 am, and
The National Gallery, Trafalgar Square at
11.30 am. The return journey will be from
Trafalgar Square only, at 6.30 pm The fare
is £9.

Bookings (cash or cheque made
payable to “Painswick L&B Outings™)
should be made with Joan Truman, Little
Place, Hollyhock Lane, Painswick Gl6
6XH. Enqguiries to Joan Truman, on
813965 or Pauline Berry, on 813227.

TREE
SURGERY

Environmentally
Sensitive
Thinning - Reshaping - Felling
Planting: Fruit Tree Pruning:
Wildlife Advice
Professional Service: Fully Insured:
Vision 21 Accredited

Landcare Services
6 Pullens Road, Painswick

John Rhodes
812709

THE PAINSWICK PHARMACY

NEW STREET. Tel. PAINSWICK (01452) 812263

OPENING TIMES

MONDAY TO FRIDAY

9.00 - 1.00 AND 2.00 - 6.00
SATURDAY

5.00 - 1.00

prict JffJoavis

Chartered Accountants & Registered Auditors

We offer a [ast response and a
personal service for all your
taxation and accountancy problems

Contact Howard Davis on:
Painswick 812491
Mobile phone 0836 515701
Email sales@pricedavis.co.uk




Speed bumps and limits not the answer...

In reply to Mr Rhodes’s letter, I cannot
support his requests for speed humps and
several pedestrian crossings in Painswick.
We have all seen the result of the scheme
in Gloucester: cycle lanes seldom used;
road humps, I understand, are to be
removed; pedesirian crossings next to
roundabouts causing traffic accidents. I
would not like to see Painswick spoiled
in this way.

I do support speed restrictions and will
encourage cameras to ensure speeding
motorists are duly caught and fined. One
problem in Pullens Road, that causes
traffic to mount the left side pavement, is
the parked vehicles (some large ones) on
the right side of the road that also block
the pavement for pedestrian use.

I feel that the present traffic lights slow
up traffic enabling pedestrians to cross the
roads if care is taken.We cannot ban all
traffic from the village, and whilst [ am
frying to get lorries diverted away from
the village, there will always be some
deliveries necessary if there are to be any
businesses in Painswick.

I would be delighted to return to the
“horse age” which Painswick was
designed to live with, but that age has
passed and we have to bear with some
problems of traffic in order for the village
to survive.

County Clir Joan I Nash,
Holcombe Farm

With reference to John Rhodes’s letter in
last month’s Beacon, Traffic Calming
Needed Urgently, I would like to make a
few comments with regard to fact: The
County Council will not allow traffic
calming measures to be installed on a
major road (in this case the A46), even
though it goes through a busy village. The
reason for this is so as not to impede the
free tlow of traffic, and for the same reason
they will not allow the imposition of a 20

PAINSWICK
POST OFFICE

"ANOTHER NEW
SERVICE FROM :
PAINSWICK POST OFFICE

Not at home to receive that package?

Arrange to have it delivered fo us, and
collect it at your convenience.

Pick up a leaflet for full details
USE Us OR LOSE Us!

PATNSWICK POST OFFICE 812303

LETTERS

mph speed limit. With regard to the actual
speed of cars travelling through the
village, on three weekdays in July a speed
gun was operated in the centre of the
village. Three cars were logged driving
at speeds in excess of 30 mph and the
average speed of the remainder was
between 20 — 25 mph.

Two years ago, the Parish Council
asked for a pedestrian crossing to be
installed in New Street between the bus
shelter and the Lych Gate. This was
refused because a pedestrian crossing has
to be 50 metres from a corner. However,
it seems not unreasonable to suggest that
there should be somewhere on this busy
road where pedestrians have the right of
way.

With regard to the B4073, the main
road to Gloucester from Painswick, like
the A46, there is nothing the Parish
Council can do about the ever-increasing
flow of traffic. There is, however, a case
to be made for some form of traffic
calming to slow cars down before they
round the corner into Pullens Road. The
situation in Pullens Road is not helped by
the parking of cars on the pavement and
especially large vehicles.

Clir David Hudson,
Chair, Parish Council Traffic Cttee.

I read with a certain amount of interest
the letter by John Rhodes (Beacon Aug
2001), in particular ttem 4 which relates
to Pullens Road. I believe that larger
commercial vehicles (similar to John's)
should be “compounded”overnight, and
not left in residential areas. That is not,
however, the point. If you park a fairly
large commercial vehicle in a narrow road
(albeit partially on the footway), and if
another equally large vehicle cannot pass
using the available roadway, then you must
expect the driver to mount the footway,
and perhaps to remain there only to exit
where the footpath has been lowered by a
crossover or other low point.

The new Highway Code, Rule 218,
applies equally to this and other paris of
the village. Until we utilise the old tip area

of the Recreation Ground, or other suitable
place, parking in and around Painswick
will always be a problem. As for crossing
the A46, the traffic lights do a useful job
of providing a break in the traffic, but at
the cost of higher speed. Has anvone else
noticed how much slower traffic is when
there is a power cut? Perhaps we should
turn off the traffic lights and put a “Give
way to oncoming traffic” sign on the A46
just before Bisley St.

We all have our pet ideas about traffic
calming and, of course, we don't want
anyone to be hurt on our roads. In my
retirement] have driven many thousands
of miles around Cotswold villages and I
don't think that Painswick is quite ready
for speed humps, pink tarmac, sharks' teeth
and cameras yet. However, with a major
road coming through the middle of our
lovely village, we must all be on our guard.

David Ryland,
Upper Washwell

Further to John Rhodes’s letter (Augunst
Beacon), I am, in the main, in agreement
with the need for traffic calming in certain
areas of Painswick. There are, however,
also dangers involved in having to step
off the pavements because of static traffic
—i.e. those vehicles parked either wholly
or partly on the pavement.

Having recently begun to take my
father out in a wheelchair, I find there are
few safe routes we can traverse, including
Pullens Road, where often can be found
parked on the pavement a large green
vehicle with a trailer of sorts attached,
thereby not leaving enough space for the
passage of a wheelchair. This vehicle, I
believe, belongs to none other than one,
Mr John Rhodes, who should, perhaps, set
his own house in order before knocking
on the doors of others.

Mary Bessant,
2 Sunny Terrace, Vicarage Street

% Watch & Clock Restoration
' and Service.

J. D. HOBBINS

BA Hoos AN.D, Grad BHT

01452 812762
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LANDSCAPE
GARDENING

A Complete Garden Service
Regular Garden Maintenance
Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming

Construction of:-
Ponds and Water Gardens
Drystone Walling, Paving
Fencing, Turfing, Seeding
All Aspects of Tree Surgery

FULLY INSURED
Ask for Adrian Harris

Floribunda
01452 527647




...Fines must be deterrent

I read Mr Rhodes’s Ietter with some
interest. Whilst I am sure we all identify
with his desire for security, [ wonder if a
period of mature reflection might be
beneficial before the Parish Council are
asked to take steps that would change the
character of the village forever. Like most
of us, I suspect Mr Rhodes came to
Painswick and was captivated by its
charm. He could, of course, have
purchased a house on the Heron Estate
where he would have had the wide
pavements, zebra crossings, speed humps,
(pink tarmac ete.) that he craves, and
saved himself a great deal of money
besides, He chose instead to accept the
limitations of living in a rural community
and an historic setting. I sympathise with
his desire for peace and safety (don’t we
all?) but at what cost?

Many of the matters he refers to have
been considered before: it would be ideal
for some if ALL traffic were diverted away
from Painswick, but we live in the age of
the motorcar and have to deal with the
problems that come with it. There is no
doubt that some motorists ignore the speed
limits, whether the sign they pass says 30,
40 or 50. What is clear is that simply
replacing the number on signs will not
dissuade them from doing so. The only
deterrent is enforcement of the existing
limit - and there is no doubt that the most
cffective deterrent is the sight of a
policeman or a blue flashing light. I
suggest that most of these people are
“repeat offenders™ - commuters who use

Other replies

Other letters in response to Mr Rhodes's
traffic calming suggestions, making simi-
lar points to those published here, have
been received. We regret that there is not
enough space to publish them all.

Since there was no meeting of Pains-
wick Parish Council in August, Mr
Rhodes’s letter, which was sent to the Par-
ish Council as well as to Joan Nash, the
divisional county councillor, has not been
discussed yel.

The Parish Council meets on 19th Sep-
tember, after which the Beacon will be
able to publish the Council's views on the
subject.

LETTERS

the route regularly. A fine or two might
be the salutary lesson they require. As for
the suggestion that traffic on the A46 is
continuous (hence a crossing is needed),
surely that is not the case, given that traffic
lights step the traffic, providing an
opportunity for pedestrians to cross there.
All that is needed is something for which
people who live in the country are famous
- patience.

Mr Rhodes is clearly upset by traffic
noise in Pullens Road, but is it not the case
that speed humps merely cause motorists
1o speed away from them in a low (and
noisier) gear? It must also be borne in
mind that the emergency services find
these devices difficult.

I hope that Mrs Nash and her fellow
councillors will not be tempted to take any
action that will further degrade the
beautiful environment in which we are
privileged to live (and for which we are
custodians for future generations), until
this whole matter has been given the fullest
consideration and consultation. Above all,
would the result “create a better
environment” as Mr Rhodes suggests?

Graham Lilley,
Lower Bumps, Edge

-
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a 'majority"

I read with interest the letter from Tony

Bradley and the other members of the Care

Village promotion group on page 9 of the

August Beacon. I understand that whilst

many residents have supported the

scheme, many more have not, so that their

word ‘majority” seems wholly
inappropriate.

All households in Painswick,
approximately 1400, were sent
questionnaires enclosed with The Beacon
in May 1996, and of these just over 200
replied in favour of a nursing home.

The concept of a village within a
village seems foreign to a community such
as Painswick which already has numerous
clubs and organisations, and which would
further unbalance the age ratio.

The road reorganisation that would be
required to make a safe turn off from the
A46 for the 70 plus new residents
envisaged by the developers would
presumably mean major road works and
extra overhead lighting. Is this really what
the village wants?

Angela Hudson,
Hillcrest, Gloucester Street

Heard any good ghost stories?

As part of a summer holiday project, I
would be very pleased to hear from
readers of anything they may know about
local ghosts, ghost stories, or strange and
unexplained local happenings.

I recently bought a book about ghost
stories from the Cotswolds, but
surprisingly there was none from

Richard R Gittins
Building Contractor

Stone Masonry Work : Extensions
Roofing & Traditional lime plastering

Reg.NHBC and DSWA
Tel.01452 814475

Beechdene, Jacks Green, Sheeps-
combe, GLG 7RA

'LAWNMOWERS

SERVICEsREPAIReSALES

| ® HONDA
{ ® MOUNTFIELD
| ® QUALCAST
® STIHL
® HAYTER
| & ATCO
| ® FLYMO
| e WESTWOOD
| ® KUBOTA
® COUNTAX

FREE LOCAL
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

CHELTENHAM MOWER SERVICGES
MOBILE: 0831 282533
TEL: 01452 714088
www.users.globalnel.co.uki~cmowers

Painswick, and I would very much like to
put the records straight. Since Painswick
has been settled for 2,000 years, I'm sure
there are stories to tell - I've heard some
rumours of sighting, but if anyone has
more information, please write or email.
Tobi Moulton,

Turnways, Butt Green, GL6 6QS
admin@pan-risk.co.uk

The Beacon is aware of numerous ghost
stories around the village, and a list was
made some while ago. However, we would
be equally keen to hear from readers of
any experiences they have had or stories
they have heard, and would like to publish
a series of thent in future issues

PRIVATE HIRE TAXI

ALLAN & MARTIN WEAGER
(Formerly Rylands)

01453-763947 (Allan)
01453-764845 (Martin)
Allan (mobile): 07712-776470
Martin (mobile): 07808 722255




PAINSWICK SPORT

Cricket season ends
on a high note

At the time of writing it seems probable
that Painswick have won Section B of the
Stroud District Midweek Evening Cricket
competition. Confirmation has been
delayed because the organisers’
calculations have been complicated by the
number of rain-affected matches. If
Painswick have been successful, they will
be promoted to Section A.

In the Readers Gloucestershire County
League (First XI), Painswick will retain
their place in Division 3 but not without
some anxieties in the final stages of the
sEason.

Last Saturday, both elevens won their
matches, the First Eleven beating
Cotswold and the Second Eleven
defeating Westbury-on-Severn. The
Second Eleven who play in Division 4

(Second XI) will remain in that division
unless the league is restructured. The First
Eleven play the final game of the season
today (1st September) against St.Stephens
in a friendly match at Cheltenham.

The annual cricket week was again a
very successful event with the matches
being played in excellent weather and
some fine performances recorded, not
least, a century by Ian Hogg against old
rivals Upton St.Leonards.

On Sunday 5th August, the Painswick
side travelled to Fairford with a side that
included four members of the Bressington
family. Alastair was released by
Gloucestershire from the Cheltenham
Festival to play with Father Adrian and
brothers, Nathan and Edward, to mark the
occasion of Adrian’s 50th birthday.

Results (Saturday matches are all league games):

Mon 30 Jul. Painswick 189-7 (A.Bradley
46 not out) Beaulieu 190-3.

Wed 1 Aug. (Midweek league) Frocester
122 Painswick 123-3 (R.Hopkins 50).
Thu 2 Aug. Cadnam 266-6 Painswick 159
(A Wise 44).

Fri 3 Aug. Painswick 182 (I.Hogg 104)
Upton St.Leonards 183-4.

Sat 4 Aug. All matches cancelled - rain.
Sun 5 Aug. Fairford 225-8 Painswick 201
(Alastair Bressington 68).

Wed 8 Aug. (Midweek league). Painswick

versus Stonehouse - rained off.

Sat 11 Aug. Tetbury 1st XI 240-8
Painswick Ist XTI 109.

Gloucester Civil Service 2nd XI 192-8
Painswick 2nd XI 96.

Sat 18 Aug. Old Richians 2Znd XI 126 all
out - rain stopped play.

Sat 25 Aug. Stroud 3rd XI 78 (S.Base 4-
50, S.Golding 4-10) Painswick 1st XI
80-4. Westbury-on-Severn 2nd XI 148
Painswick 2nd XI 149-7 (C.Partridge
59).

Badminton season

The 2001/2002 badminton scason has now
begun, and the challenge is set for mem-
bers entering the annual tournament to
beat last season's holders of the Yarnold

eCarpets
eUpholstery
=0riental Rugs
eSisal

eSea grass

. @ OdourTreatments
«Stain Treatments
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Offica: 22 Rowan Gardens Gloucester GL3 40U

gets underway

Cup, Janc Titshall and Ron Bridgman.

Friday evening sessions will be held
again this season, open to members and
anyone of a reasonable standard, includ-
ing newcomers. These begin on Friday,
28th September until Friday, 7th Decem-
ber at the Painswick Centre at 8pm.
Enquiries to Judith Courts on 813716.

Junior badminton starts on Thursday,
13th September, with two sessions,
6.30pm to 7.15pm for up to 11 years old,
and 7.15pm to 8pm for 11 to 14 years old.
If you are interested, please call Di
Radway on 614197.

Rugbv kicks
off with
some tough
games ahead

Painswick Rugby Club players are looking
forward to the start of the new season with
the realisation that promotion to the First
Division of the Gloucestershire League
will bring a series of hard fought matches.

The first game being plaved today (1st
September) is a friendly against Widden
Old Boys at Broadham which the two
clubs will be using to experiment with
various player options. Fixture Secretary
Ian Hogg told the Beacon that there had
been difficulty in obtaining fixtures for the
club’s second fifteen (Painswick United)
in the pre-Christmas period, because of a
newly structured competition between
clubs in the Bristol area.

Painswick have been drawn at home
against the Bristol club, Kingswood, in the
first round of the Tetley Bitter Vase
national competition. The match will be
played at Broadham on the afternoon of
Saturday, 15th September. The First
Fifteen play the Gloucestershire Police at
home next Wednesday evening (Sth
September).

The club’s first two league matches are
at home to Frampton Cotterell on 22nd
September, and away to Old Cryptians on
29th September. The United start their
season away against Frampton Cotterell
2nd XV on 22nd September.

The players welcome the support of
parishioners at their matches, and the
opportunity to meet them for a “jar” in the
clubhouse afterwards. Early season
Saturday maiches start at 3pm, with mid-
season games kicking off at 2.30pm.

JOHN SAUNDERS
CERAMIC WALL AND FLOORING SPECIALIST

For all your tiling requirements

BRIDGE HOUSE
BENTHAM Tel. 01452 864210

CHELTENHAM Mobile 0976 352360
GLOS. GL31 5TZ

CHIROPODY

at
Painswick Surgery
Gyde Road

Appointments
01452 812545

PAINSWICK PAPERS

Have your
newspapers
magazines
and comics
delivered to your door
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PAINSWICK SPORT

Junior players and coaches
have another good season

Painswick Junior Tennis has had another very successtul year, with
more than 90 children, aged 6-15 years, enrolled as junior members.
Coaching continued throughout the winter and we were able to
expand our provision to meet the Summer season demands. Thanks
20 to our coaches Peter Bolton, Adrian Aldridge and Ruth Smith,
for all the hard work they have put in over the last year.

The season ended with a number of tournaments. The mixed
Under-12s was won by Harry Waller, with Lucy Moir in second
place, and the unsuccessful semi-finalists were James Barnett and
Edward Andrew. The girls’ Under-15 tournament was won by Lucy
Moir, with a tie for second place between Rosie MacAndrew and
Bryony Overs,

The Nestle Ladder tournament for the Under-12s was won by
Lucy Moir, with Edward Andrew in second place, Joe Hobbins in
third and Harry Waller, fourth. The ever-popular Parent and Child
tournament was won by Sam Horder and his dad, Richard, who
defeated James Barnett and his dad, Nigel, in a very close match.

Many of the children are also participating in the L. TA.
Matchplay competitions and are improving their ratings. The club
trophy for the most improved boy goes this year to Edward Andrew,

and the girl's trophy to Megan Horder.

Six teams competed in the National Junior Club League. We
await the final outcome but are confident that all our teams did very

well in their division.

Finally, thanks to Nigel Barnett and Richard Horder for
organizing the coaching so successfully. An application form for
junior coaching can be obtained from Nigel on 813941.

Harry Waller and Lucy Moir, with their trophies

Mixed fortunes in the league

The summer tennis season is moving
towards its final stages, with a
handicapped mixed doubles tournament
currently underway, and the club’s main
tournament, which includes the singles
championships, scheduled to be held in
the fortnight beginning 3rd September.
The league programme has brought
mixed fortunes for the various Painswick
teams. The Men’s A team achieved second
place in Division 1, but will stay in that
division next year because only one team

+#& FRANCES FENWICK ¥
FLORAL DESIGN

WEDDING &
FUNCTION SPECIALIST
SYMPATHY TRIBUTES

Portfolio of designs to choose from
Professionally qualified florist
Please telephone for a consultation:
Frances Fenwick NDSF FSF

07778 655220 Fax:01452 812246
www.francesfenwick.co.uk
Unit 1, Kellavie, Wragg Castle Lane,

is promoted to the Premier Division. The
Men’s B team won Division 2B and will
be promoted to Division 1.

The C team scem likely to be
relegated, but the D team won Division
5A and will be promoted to Division 4
where they will probably be in competition
with the C team.

The Ladies A and B teams have
mirrored the Men’s performances, with the
B team being promoted to Division 1 to
join the A team who keep their position
in that division. The C team will stay in
Division 2, with the D team promoted to
Division 3. The E team will remain in
Division 5B, with the F team staying in
Division 5A.

Tuesday tennis events

So many players entered the Annual Tuesday
Might Tennis Tournament that mixed doubles
and men’s doubles cvents look place. Winners
were Judith Courts and John Shipman in the
mixed, and Danny Luke and Shaun Crawford
in the men's.The Bar-B-Q traditionally
followed to end the evening. The next sacial
is the 40th anniversary dinner and dance on
Saturday, 17th November. Tickets from Ruth
Smith, 813693, at £30 each.

Pitchcombe, Glos. GLE 6LU

G JHOGG
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Interior and Exterior Painting
‘Wallpapering, Glazed Tiling

Estimates Free
8 Upper Washwell
Painswick
Glos. GL6 6QY
Telephone
PAINSWICK 812505

RESTHAVEN

Resthaven, Pitchcombe, Nr Stroud,
Gloueestershire GL6 6LS.
Telephone: Painswick (01452) 812682

RESIDENTIAL/NURSING HOME
SHORT & LONG TERM &
RESPITE CARE
SINGLE ROOMS
PRIVATE CHAPEL
BEAUTIFUL SETTING OVERLOOKING
THE PAINSWICK VALLEY

Resthaven Home of Healing Ltd
Regd. Charity No. 235354




Volunteers
sought for

the Citizens
Advice Bureau

Arc you retired, or not working full-time,
and would you like to help in the com-
munity, get some skills for the future and
perhaps become more confident?

If you can answer yes to some or all of
these questions, and you have an interest
in people's problems without being judg-
mental, the Stroud and District Citizens
Advice Bureau would like to hear from
you.

They are looking for more advisory
staff, Full training is given, leading to the
NACAB Certificate in Generalist Advice
Work, which can be accredited by the
Open College towards an NVQ.

The kind of advice you would be giv-
ing would be about benefits, housing, debt,
employment, consumer issues and rela-
tionship problems. You do not need to
have specialist knowledge, though this is
always useful, because there is plenty of
supervision and management support.

If you arc interested in this valuable
work, and can give eight to nine hours a
week, please call the CAB office in Stroud
on 01453 762084,

Open Day at Paradise

The ever-popular Paradise House Open
Day will be on Saturday, 15th September,
at Paradise House, off the A46 behind the
old Adam and Eve, starting at 2pm.

Visitthe splendid weavery and wood-
work shops, the organic gardens, the many
stalls, coconut shy and bric-a-brac. Home-
made teas are available. Admission is £1
and children go in free.

Building Repairs
Painting & Decorating
Carpentiry

T MIFFLIN

Enquiries Welcome
Telephone Painswick 813866
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Daisy and kher mystery fawn, Frisky, in the shade of the trees at Prinknash Park

Mum's the word on Frisky's dad

When staff at Prinknash Bird and Deer
Park first noticed that Daisy, one of the
fallow deer, was pregnant, it came as a
shock and a puzzle. First, Daisy was a bit
old at 15 to be a mother, secondly it was
well past the rut, but primarily because
she was always fenced off from any stags.
However, a couple of weeks ago,
Daisy produced a beautiful fawn, named
Frisky, who has caused quite a stir with
her arrival. Philip Meigh, the park direc-
tor, has had regional and local newspapers
and TV crews clamouring to see the re-
sult of this "immaculate éonception."
Philip is still uncertain about how
Daisy mated, but he has two theories: ei-

ther Boris, his herd stag cleared the six-
foot high wire fence in his urge to get to
Daisy (but why did he go back?), or one
of the stags from the wild herd around the
park fancied "a bit on the side,” as it were,
The wild deer are larger than those in the
park, and it would be easier for one to leap
over.

When first born, both Daisy and her
fawn were happy for visitors to get up
close and stroke them.

However, the flush of cameras and
publicity crews have made the pair more
wary. and it’s difficult to get them to move
away from the dappled surrounds of the
trees, as our picture shows.

s =

parties of up to 60 persons.

The Ffalcon Inn

Superb LUNCHES and DINNERS in our restaurant

S every day. Bar snacks, morning coffee.

The recently refurbished STABLES ROOMIS are available both daytime
and evenings, complete with their own bar, for your private receptions and

Our en-suite bedrooms have every modern facility and are ideal if you
have fwljegwds or relatives coming to visit you in the PAINSWICK area
_Call FIO] N on 01452-814222 for more details
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While out walking with my wife along
the Painswick Stream from the Lower
Washwell footpath to Tocknells Court,
I noticed the unwelcome and highly
invasive plant, Himalayan Balsam
(Impatiens glandulifera) growing
happily among the riverbank
vegetation. This plant was introduced
to the south-east of the country in the
19th century, and has spread rapidly
across England. Although an attractive
plant, with purplish pink and pale pink
flowers in summer, it is highly invasive
and will quickly take over an area to
the exclusion of our native tlora, This
will also have a negative effect on birds
and insects that feed off these plants.
However, unlike the Giant

Riverbank threat from Himalayan Balsam

Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum -
great name, bad plant) mentioned in the
July Beacon, Himalayan Balsam is
harmless to human beings when touched
or handled. Throngh my work on water
voles (Arvicola rerrestris) and otters
(Lutra lutra) with the Gloucestershire
Wildlife Trust, I have come to realise how
quickly non-native plants and animals, the
American mink being an obvious
example, have had a detrimental effect on
our native wildlife.

The otter has thankfully made a steady
return to Gloucestershire’s rivers and
streams, although so far we have no
evidence of their presence on the
Painswick Stream. The water vole,
however, once a common sight on the

Painswick Stream, has disappeared
from B3% of its former haunts in
Gloucestershire over the last 20 vears.

It struck me that control of
Himalayan Balsam could be done as a
community project, one or two days a
year is all that would be needed. Tt is,
of course, viral that farmers and
landowners agree (o us cartying out the
work.

Hence, I have two requests; first,
could anyone owning land adjacent to
the Painswick Stream let me know if
they would be willing for the work to
take place. Secondly, would anyone
interested in helping please contact me
on 814210.

Pete Bradshaw

Know a good

Following the success of the current Ru-
ral Projects Grants scheme, Stroud District
Council is planning to set aside £100,000
for such grants in the 2002/03 financial
year. The closing date for applications is
31st October 2001.

The scheme is a one-off initiative,
aimed at enhancing or introducing perma-
nent local facilitics in rural areas that
demonstrate a significant benefit to the
local community. Preference will be given
to projects that benefit the young, elderly
and those with disabilities, have a long
life-span, and with some contribution from
the local community, either financial or in-
kind.

Typically, the projects could be larger
ones, such as providing or updating a

([ o
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Many people have expressed concern
about the state of the buildings in Chel-
tenham Road, at the junction with
Gloucester Strect. Residents will recall
that these premises have been used by
several shops in past years, but they have
been empty for some time and the site has
assumed an unsightly appearance.

There have also been comments about
the work being carried out on what is a
Grade 2 listed building. Major John Sut-
ton, chairman of Painswick Conservation
Society, said his members were concerned
about "this eyesore in a key part of the
village," and they have written to the Dis-
trict Council, asking that the owner submit
an application showing his detailed plans
for the site.

rural project?

sports ground or village hall, or smaller
ones such as replacing play equipment.
Covering ongoing running costs will not
be considered, and it is unlikely that the
council will support grants to individuals
or companies. All applications must be
endorsed by the parish council, because
the SDC is keen to give awards only where
a particular project can prove it has the
support of the local community.

The major change over the previous
Rural Projects Grants scheme is that the
maximum has been increased to £6,000.
Application forms are available from the
Parish Council clerk and from David
Marshall at the Ebley Mill offices.

Additionally, SDC is reviewing its list
of voluntary organisations to which it
gives grant aid. The purpose of these
grants is to help voluntary organisations
with their annual running expenses where
they provide a service to the local com-
munity that is in line with the council's
key objectives. The timescale for these is
the same as that of the Rural Projects
Grants scheme. Application forms can be
obtained from Mrs E. Elliott at Ebley Mill,
telephone 01453 754125.

Vicarage Street closure

Vicarage Street will be closed to traffic
from 15th to 20th October for resurfac-
ing work. Pedestrian and vehicle access
will be maintained, and diversion signs
will be put up. Vehicles will use Lower
Washwell Lane to get to Vicarage Street.

Thank you to all those who supported the
Oncology Unit coffee morning, made do-
nations and helped on 14th July. T am
pleased to let everyone know that we
raised £255 which has been split between
Focus and Cancer Research. Joyce Smith

The hills are
alive...

The pleasures of a summer’s day can often
be spoilt by the sound of mowers, hedge
trimmers or someone's multi-watt sound
system. A number of Beacon readers have
commented on this latter problem taken
to an extreme last Sunday when the sound
of amplified live music filled the valley
as far as Pitchcombe.

Following the sound was not difficult,
and it proved to be coming from Poultry
Court in the grounds of Painswick House.
Mr Jeremy Drew explained that it was in
celebration of a 31st hirthday, so only
happened once a year, and perhaps the
people living nearby would like to treat it
as a free concert.

If you have a problem with noise, the
numbers to ring are (01453 766321 and,
out of hours, 01452 532467 and ask for
the noise pollution officer.

GODDARDS GARAGE

Cheltenham Road, Painswick

* Brake Safety Centre

* Full servicing & repair facilities

* Pre-MOT checks/MOTs
arranged

* Ti Crypton engine tuning service

* Petrol/Diesel/Tyres/Exhausts

* Private Hire Taxi

* Paraffin/Coal/Calor Gas/Charcoal

Telephone - 81 2240
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